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It is such a privilege to see the rich diversity of our Commonwealth right here in this 

room. I hope you’ve had a very productive and inspiring day. And after this 

morning’s warm welcome from the President of the Scotland Rugby Team, I am 

sure you have all become even greater fans of the sport. Let’s wish the Scottish team 

every success in the Rugby World Cup 2019 that is starting in less than two weeks 

in Japan.  

 

By now I hope you are acclimatised to Scottish weather. I must say though that the 

latter defies all predictions. They say, “If you don’t like Scottish weather, wait 30 

minutes, and it is likely to change.” What a coincidence that we say the same thing 

in Vancouver, and we can give serious competition to the rain in Edinburgh.  

 

But Scotland has beaten us to creating a garment to deal with the elements—no, its 

not the kilt—it’s the Mackintosh or raincoat that you may brought on this trip. For 

me personally, Scotland meant the grand castles of Sir Walter Scott, the three 

witches of Macbeth who wandered the wilderness and the mysterious Loch Ness 

Monster. Even today, we are surrounded by history, art, culture, ideas and 

innovation. Which makes it the perfect backdrop for PCF 9! 

 

But PCF 9 is not just about ideas and innovations—its also about expanding our 

frontiers and our imagination. Its about experiencing different cultures and tasting 

different cuisines. So we are in for a treat. They say all Scottish cuisine is based 

on a dare – and tonight is an important milestone in our journey of discovering 

Scotland. I dare you to take up this culinary challenge, and invite you to apply 

yourself to this task just as seriously as you are applying yourself to exploring 

“innovations for quality education and lifelong learning”.   

 

Breaking bread together can often lead to exciting outcomes. For instance, the idea 

of organising PCF 9 in collaboration with the Open University originated over a 



meal. Last year when Commonwealth Education Ministers met in Fiji for their 

triennial conference, the Secretary General of the Commonwealth hosted a welcome 

reception on a beautiful beach with swaying palms. That’s where I first met Matthew 

Forster of the OU and the idea of this joint PCF was born! This dinner could lead us 

to exotic destinations, new collaborations and ground-breaking innovations.  

 

But before I wish you bon appetit, I have a very important task. This is to introduce 

our guest performer JANE CONSTANCE, UNESCO Artist for Peace.  Jane took up 

singing at the age of five and started learning to play the piano at seven. In 2015, she 

won the French television competition The Voice Kids and released her first album 

the following year. Whats significant is that Jane also sings in several 

Commonwealth languages. Ladies and gentlemen, JANE CONSTANCE… 
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