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Gender Profile: Nigeria   

General  
Total male population under 15 (2014) (CIA, 2015): 39,151,304  
Total female population under 15 (2014) (CIA, 2015): 37,353,737  

Total male population over 15 (2014) (CIA, 2015): 51,199,237  
Total female population over 15 (2014) (CIA, 2015): 49,451,476 

Health   
Maternal mortality rate per 100,000 live births (2010) (CIA, 2015): 630  
Infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births (2014) (CIA, 2015): 74.09  

Under-five mortality rate for males per 1,000 live births (2012) (United Nations Gender Statistics, 2015): 
129.3  
Under-five mortality rate for females per 1,000 live births (2012) (United Nations Gender Statistics, 
2015): 117.8  

Births attended by a skilled health professional (2013) (WHO, 2014b): 38.1%  

Prevalence of HIV among males aged 15–49: source year (World Economic Forum, 2013): 3% 
Prevalence of HIV among females aged 15–49 (World Economic Forum): 4.4%  

Life expectancy for women (2012) (WHO, 2014a): 55  
Life expectancy for men (2012) (WHO, 2014a): 53 

Education  
Male youth literacy rate, ages 15–24 (2008) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 75.57%  
Female youth literacy rate, ages 15–24 (2008) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 57.95%  

Male adult literacy rate, ages 15+ (2008) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 61.25%  
Female adult literacy rate, ages 15+ (2008) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 41.39%  

Male adjusted net enrolment rate in primary education (2010) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 
71.19%  
Female adjusted net enrolment rate in primary education (2010) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 
60.03%  

Male gross enrolment ratio in secondary education (2010) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 
46.37%  
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Female gross enrolment ratio in secondary education (2010) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 
41.17%  

Male gross enrolment ratio in tertiary education (2005) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 12.07% 
Female gross enrolment ratio in tertiary education (2005) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 8.66%  

Graduates from tertiary education who are female (1999) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 44.1%  

Students enrolled in engineering, construction and manufacturing tertiary education programs who are 
female: NA  

Teachers in primary education who are female (2010) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 48.2%  

Teachers in secondary education who are female (2010) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 45.6%  

Teachers in tertiary education who are female (2004) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 17.1% 

Economic Activity  
Males over 15 who are active in the labour force (United Nations Statistical Commission, 2010): 64% 
Females over 15 who are active in the labour force (United Nations Statistical Commission, 2010): 40%  

Men who have an account in a formal financial institution (World Economic Forum, 2013): 33%  
Women who have an account in a formal financial institution (World Economic Forum, 2013): 26% 

Decision-Making  
Proportion of seats held by women in national parliament (World Bank, 2014): 7% 

Human Rights  
Girls married before 15 (2013) (Girls Not Brides 2015): 20%  

Females married between 15 and 19 (World Economic Forum, 2013): 33%  

Women subjected to physical/sexual violence by an intimate partner during their lifetime (UN Women, 
2012): 18.3%  

Women subjected to physical/sexual violence by an intimate partner or a non-partner during their lifetime 
(UN Women, 2012): 29.5% 

* * * 
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Gender Gaps  

Health  
•  Many women do not have access to sufficient antenatal assistance. According to an academic paper 
from Nigeria’s Bayero University: “The 2003 Nigeria Demographic Health Survey reported that one-third 
of births in Nigeria are attended by doctors, nurses or midwives. One-fifth of births received the 
assistance of a traditional birth attendant. One in every four births is assisted by a relative or some other 
untrained persons, while 17 percent are unassisted” (Bayero University, 2006, para 1). The reasons for 
women not accessing care were as follows: lack of money (30%), distance to health facilities (24%), and 
concern about not having a female health provider (17%).  

•  According to UNICEF (n.d.), only 20% of health care facilities in Nigeria offer emergency obstetric 
care, which may contribute to Nigeria’s high maternal mortality rate. 

Education   
•  In the northern regions of Nigeria, girls’ enrolment rates in school are lower than in other areas of the 
country, largely due to cultural attitudes and religious beliefs. In some northern areas, as many as 20% of 
women are illiterate or have never attended school (UNICEF, 2007, p. 1).  

•  Families with limited resources will often prioritize the education of their sons rather than their 
daughters. For example, in two northern states, the ratio of boys to girls in school is 3:1 (UNICEF, 2007, 
p. 1).  

Economic  
•  Nigerian women are more vulnerable to poverty than men. A 2013 report stated that 70% of Nigerians 
living below the national poverty line are women (Pwanagba, 2013). 

•  According to a 2002 academic study out of the University of Lagos, fewer than 20% of female 
agricultural workers in Nigeria at that time owned their own farmland (Adepoju, 2002, p. 142). 

Decision-Making  
•  As of January 2014, 28% of ministerial positions were filled by women (Inter-Parliamentary Union & 
UN Women, 2014). 

•  The World Economic Forum’s Gender Gap Report 2013 notes that 26% of Nigeria’s legislators, senior 
officials, and managers are women (p. 300). 

Human Rights 
•  Female genital mutilation (FGM) has a national prevalence of 41% among adult women in Nigeria, 
putting females at risk of infection, lifelong health complications and even death. There is no federal law 
prohibiting FGM in Nigeria. More women in Nigeria are subjected to FGM than in any other country in 
the world (Okeke, Anyaehie, & Ezenyeaku, 2012). 

* * * 
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