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Fifteen years 



UNESCO HQ Paris

2002 Forum on the Impact of Open CourseWare 
for Higher Education in Developing Countries



Open Educational Resources (OER)

ÅOER are teaching, learning and research 
materials in any medium that reside in 
the public domain or have been released 
under an open licensethat permits their 
free use and in some instances, re-
purposing by others

Atkins, Brown & Hammond, 2007



Why OER?

ÅReduces costs

ÅEnhance access 

ÅImprove quality                           



Antigua & Barbuda

ÅStudents saved between 
75 to 88 ECD per course 
per semester by using 
open textbooks

ÅSupplementing 
textbooks with OER 
improved student 
performance by 5.5%.
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The 2012 Paris OER Declaration 
drafting group at UNESCO 
Headquarters, Paris, France

Paris Declaration on OER

ÅFoster awareness and use of OER

ÅEncourage the development and adaptation of OER in a variety 
of languages and cultural contexts

ÅEncourage the open licensing of educational materials produced 
with public funds.



18th CCEM Communique

Ministers emphasized 
the need

Ψǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ 
h9w ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŦƻǊΧŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀŎŎŜǎǎΩ

ΨŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ 
OER in providing quality teaching 
ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΩΦ



OER for Inclusive and Equitable Quality Education 

From Commitment to Action

2nd World OER Congress|  18-20 September, 2017 | Ljubljana, Slovenia



The 
Road 
to 
Ljubljana

ASIA

!ǎƛŀ Ŝ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΥ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмс

EUROPE

Malta Ministry for Education and Employment: 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмт

MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA

vŀǘŀǊ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΥ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмт

AFRICA

Ministry of Education, Mauritius: 
March 2017

LATIN AMERICA & CARIBBEAN

University of Campinas: April 2017

PACIFIC

Open Polytechnic of New Zealand:
aŀȅ нлмт



OER: Then and Now

Focus was on Governments

Policies

Commitment

Additional focus on stakeholders

Mainstreaming OER

Concrete Actions



COL
Contributions



Advocacy

ÅOpen Textbook 
Forum, October 2015 
(Eastern Caribbean 
countries)

ÅKL Declaration, 2016

ÅOER Regional 
Consultations, 2017



Policy Development

ÅICT in Education policy at Antigua and 
Barbuda, April 2013

ÅICT in Education policy and Strategy (Belize 
and St Lucia)

ÅSupport for National OER policy (Bangladesh, 
Malaysia, Nigeria)

ÅODL policy development (Rwanda)

ÅProvincial OER policy development (Sri Lanka, 
Botswana)



OER for open schooling (OER4OS)

Schools Teachers Consultants
Ministries 

of Education


