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OER POLICY 
[bookmark: _GoBack]PROVINCIAL MINISTRIES OF EDUCATION IN SRI LANKA
Draft
1. OVERALL POLICY OBJECTIVE 
The purpose of this policy is to provide direction in the use of Open Educational Resources (hereinafter referred to as OER) to increase access to and support quality teaching and learning in the school education system in Sri Lanka. In doing so, the policy seeks to strengthen commitment to OER by all concerned stakeholders. 

2. INTRODUCTION
Increased availability of quality teaching-learning materials online, has paved the way for teachers and learners to gain access to a wide variety of educational resources in diverse formats, and allowed dynamic knowledge creation. Emergence of the concept of OER plays a major role in expanding equal opportunities to access quality education by all. 

OER are defined as, 

"teaching, learning and research materials in any medium, digital or otherwise, that reside in the public domain or have been released under an open license that permits no-cost access, use, adaptation and redistribution by others with no or limited restrictions" (UNESCO, 2012).

Further, it is stated that 

“Open educational Resources should be freely shared through open licenses which facilitate use, revision, translation, improvement and sharing by anyone. Resources should be published in formats that facilitate both use and editing, and that accommodate a diversity of technical platforms. Whenever possible, they should also be available in formats that are accessible to people with disabilities and people who do not yet have access to the Internet.” (Cape Town Open Education Declaration, 2007).

Accordingly, with the concept of OER, educational content are increasingly made freely and openly accessible for anyone to use through initiatives such as Wikipedia[footnoteRef:1], Khan Academy[footnoteRef:2], NPTEL[footnoteRef:3]of India, WikiEducator[footnoteRef:4], OpenLearn[footnoteRef:5] of UK, DOER[footnoteRef:6] of the Commonwealth of Learning  and many others throughout the globe. These resources may be in different forms, and made available electronically, as well as non-electronically (e.g. print) to meet diverse needs of teachers and learners. [1:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page ]  [2:  https://www.khanacademy.org/ ]  [3:  http://nptel.ac.in/]  [4:  https://wikieducator.org/Main_Page ]  [5:  http://www.open.edu/openlearn/ ]  [6:  http://doer.col.org/ ] 


The primary mode of delivery of education in Sri Lanka is teacher driven supplemented by prescribed printed textbooks which are largely subsidized by the government. However, during recent years, several initiatives have made progress in Sri Lanka addressing the needs of the education system to meet the new challenges in moving towards a knowledge society.  Integration of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) in the general education system has been promoted and strengthened through various strategies such as establishment of ICT centers; provision of ICT infrastructure, facilities and resources to schools; introducing ICT as subjects in school curriculum; and teacher capacity building. In this regard, OER can act as an enabler which will allow schools to fully harness the potential provided by the new ICT initiatives. Furthermore, integration of OER to supplement the textbooks provided to all school children would result in enhancing the quality and equity of education while contributing to the reduction of certain associated costs of the teaching-learning process. Promoting educators to engage in the production of supplementary educational materials as OER, in the two national languages (Sinhala and Tamil), would allow adaption and adoption of existing quality materials to match with the national school curriculum requirements. As a result, duplication of efforts can be reduced while promoting creative and innovative use of resources.

Key advantages of integrating OER in to teaching and learning in Sri Lanka are:
· Reducing barriers to education, including access, cost, language and format; 
· Enabling free access to knowledge which can be reused and repurposed in different forms;
· Transforming teaching and learning by enabling innovative pedagogical practices; 
· Facilitating inclusive education for learners with varying abilities;
· Expanding outreach to disadvantaged and marginalized communities;
· Promoting a healthy academic culture of sharing knowledge;
· Enhancing educational opportunities to foster development and more productive societies. 

Development of a government policy on OER in school education would help in making teachers, learners and the greater community more sensitized to the availability and free-usage of openly licensed educational materials in a productive manner. Therefore, the need for relevant policy frameworks and implementation strategies on OER need to be addressed to make educational resources freely available for reuse and repurposing through the use of open licenses (See 10.2).

3. POLICY STATEMENTS
3.1. In recognition of the potential of OER to widen access to education at all levels, the Ministry of Education (MoE) and the Provincial Ministries of Education (PMoE) shall promote and foster adoption of OER as a matter of priority, for achieving enhanced quality in school education in Sri Lanka.
3.2. These agencies shall be committed to the philosophy of OER in raising awareness, building capacity and developing positive attitudes in teachers and learners for effective creation integration and sharing of OER with a view of enhancing quality and equity in education.
3.3. As educational resources that are freely and openly available, OER shall be used by teachers and learners in the production of supplementary educational materials, especially in the two national languages (Sinhala and Tamil) to match with the national school curriculum requirements.
3.4. Teachers and learners shall be encouraged to use and develop OER under the legal framework of open licensing of the Creative Commons[footnoteRef:7] which facilitates the reuse, revision, remixing, redistribution and retention (Five ‘R’s) of educational materials.  [7:  https://creativecommons.org/ ] 

3.5. The PMoE shall be responsible for establishing and maintaining a Provincial OER repository; establishing quality assurance mechanisms such as peer review or user ratings; capacity building among teachers in OER development; and ensuring open licensing of educational materials that are developed. 
3.6. The existing enabling environments for ICT including infrastructure, internet connectivity, and emerging technologies such as mobile technology shall be fully utilized to facilitate access to and redistribution of openly-licensed teaching and learning resources.

4. SPECIFIC POLICY OBJECTIVES
4.1. To formulate the necessary strategic inputs, outputs, tasks and performance indicators to achieve OER integration in supplementary educational material, written in the two national languages (Sinhala and Tamil), in coherence with the national school curriculum requirements.

4.2. To take measures for raising awareness, building capacities and developing positive attitudes towards the concepts and practices related to OER among all stakeholders.

4.3. To prepare guidelines and manuals for OER use, creation, integration and licensing at school level.

4.4. To establish an OER repository containing openly licensed materials created by teachers and learners.

4.5. To provide an enabling environment including the required infrastructure, hardware, software, internet connectivity and new technologies for effective OER creation/integration at school level.

4.6. To ensure that the implemented policy is monitored by incorporating a feedback mechanism that will enable MoE and PMoE to take informed decisions regarding any revisions required according to changing requirements of the school education system and international developments in the field.



5. STRATEGIC OUTPUTS
5.1. The development of supplementary educational material, especially in the two national languages (Sinhala and Tamil), through the reuse and repurposing of available OER;
5.2. Commitment of the MoE and PMoE towards making available selected educational materials as OER through a dedicated web portal for the greater good of the community;
5.3. Provision of physical, human, financial and other relevant resources necessary for the implementation of the OER Policy;
5.4. Provision of training, recognition and potential incentives to teachers and learners who are actively demonstrating adoption of OER at school level;
5.5. Policy statements at the MoE and PMoE level on copyright aligned with their commitment to OER adaptation and implementation at school level.

6. SCOPE
This Policy shall apply to all public educational institutions of the general school education system – Primary, Secondary and Collegiate, under the PMoE and MoE in Sri Lanka.

7. RESPONSIBILITY
The PMoE shall ensure compliance of this policy under the guidance of the MoE, Sri Lanka.

8. PROCEDURES
The implementation of this policy within the public school sector shall be undertaken in the following ways: 
8.1. All educational institutions of the general school education system – Primary, Secondary and Collegiate, under the PMoE and MoE in Sri Lanka shall comply with the respective OER policies, guidelines and procedures; 

8.2. The PMoE, under the guidance of the MoE, shall facilitate the implementation of the OER Policy by working closely with individual institutions;
 
8.3. The MoE shall be the absolute owner of the copyright of any supplementary educational material/content created by individuals and will make them available as OER in accordance with the respective OER Policies of each PMoE;

8.4. The MoE and PMoE will adopt a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International (CC-BY-SA 4.0) license[footnoteRef:8]. (note: the final license is to be decided by the policymakers during adoption)  [8:  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/] 


The license declaration on OER created by MoE and PMoE will be as follows:
© 20XX The Ministry of Education. Except where otherwise noted, this work is licensed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International (CC BY-SA 4.0). To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/  or send a letter to Creative Commons, 444, Castro Street, Suite 900, Mountain View, California, 94041, USA

It is the responsibility of individual authors of the content to comply with 8.4 when revising or remixing existing OER to ensure that the MoE/PMoE Policies on OER are not violated.

9. EFFECTIVE DATE
To be decided.

10. 
APPENDICES
10.1. Definitions
· MoE: Refers to the Ministry of Education in Sri Lanka

· PMoE: Refers to the Provincial Ministries of Education in Sri Lanka

· Open Educational Resources (OER): Based on the Paris OER Declaration (UNESCO, 2012, p.1), OER is interpreted as “teaching, learning and research materials in any medium, digital or otherwise, that reside in the public domain or have been released under an open license that permits no cost access, use, adaptation and redistribution by others with no or limited restrictions. Open licensing is built within the existing framework of intellectual property rights asdefined by relevant international conventions and respects the authorship of the work”.

· OER Creation: This refers to the development/production of digital open content and its publication online with an open license.

· OER Integration: This is viewed as a logical and systematic approach to the “Five Rs” (Hilton, Wiley, Stein & Johnson, 2010) of reusing, revising, remixing, redistributing and retaining of OER.

10.2. Creative Commons Licenses[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Source: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/ ] 
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