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Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting
Vancouver, 1987



signed on 1 September 1988



Canada and Province of BC further 
endorse Memorandum of Understanding

signed 
14 November 

1988



Regulatory Framework 
in Canada

ÅIŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΩ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ

ÅForeign Missions and International 
Organizations Act of Canada

ÅIncome Tax of Canada



The Purpose of COL is

άΧǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŘŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ōȅ Χ 
making use of the potential 
ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΧ 
ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΧǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ 
ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΧΦέ

MOU, CHOGM 1988, amended 1995



Who supports COL?

Canada 

UK

India

Australia

New Zealand

Nigeria

South Africa

The number of countries contributing 
doubled from 23in 2006 to 47currently



COL Board of Governors

June 2018



Where is it?

New Delhi
(CEMCA)

Metro Vancouver
(HQ)



Regional Office 
CEMCA

Bangladesh 

Brunei Darussalam

India

Malaysia

Pakistan

Singapore

Sri Lanka



Regional Support

Southern African Development Community Centre 
for Distance Education (SADC-CDE)

Regional Training and Research Institute for Open 
and Distance Learning (RETRIDOL)

Commonwealth Centre for Connected Learning 
(CCCL)

Pacific Regional Centre (PACFOLD)



Africa & the Mediterranean Asia

Pacific Caribbean

COL Focal Points
Our direct link to each country


