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Honourable Vice Chancellor, Registrar, Controller of Examinations, distinguished invitees, and
eminent members of the faculty, esteemed guests, and most importantly, the graduating class of the
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, it is with great pleasure and a profound sense of responsibility
that I stand before you today. We are here to celebrate not just the culmination of rigorous academic
pursuit but also the beginning of a journey that holds the promise of innovation, sustainability, and
progress in the field of agriculture and farmers welfare.

At the helm of Tamil Nadu Agricultural University (INAU), Dr V. Geethalakshmi, the Vice
Chancellor, has distinguished herself not only within the academic community but also in the
broader scientific world. Her recent election as a Fellow of the prestigious Indian Meteorological
Society on 22 November 2023, is a testament to her significant contributions to meteorology,
particularly in the context of agrometeorology. Dr Geethalakshmi's work has been instrumental in
positioning India on the global map of agrometeorology research, notably through her pivotal role
in establishing the Agro Climate Research Centre (ACRC) at TNAU. Her innovative approach to
developing weather-based agro-advisory services has revolutionized agricultural decision-making
in Tamil Nadu, enabling farmers to enhance farm income through informed strategies. Furthermore,
her leadership in assessing and mitigating the impacts of climatic adversities, such as the Gaja
cyclone and the tsunami, showcases her commitment to resilient agricultural practices. Her
contributions to state and national policies on climate change and sustainable agriculture exemplify
her visionary approach to addressing the challenges of modern agriculture.

In today's address, it is imperative to acknowledge the remarkable efforts and achievements of the
School of Open and Distance Learning at Tamil Nadu Agricultural University Their programs have
empowered countless learners, fostering a new generation of agriculturists who are well-prepared to
meet the demands of modern agriculture and drive sustainable development across the region. I
commend the stewardship of the VC as well as of Dr P. Balasubramaniam and the distinguished
faculty of the School of ODL for the exceptional service they have rendered to the farmers of India
starting with Tamil Nadu in making food production more knowledge intensive.

TNAU stands as a beacon of innovation in this regard, pioneering distance education in agriculture
within India and the Commonwealth. This commendable achievement not only underscores the
institution's commitment to advancing agricultural education but also aligns seamlessly with the
mission of the Commonwealth of Learning (COL) to promote open, online, distance, and flexible

learning in service of sustainable development.

CCBY-SA40


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

On this occasion, | would like to congratulate TNAU whose distinguished alumnus, Late Professor
M. S. Swaminathan, was conferred India’s highest honour, Bharat Ratna, for exceptional public
service. He is the only agricultural scientist to have received this honour. In his message, the Prime
Minister of India noted his contributions to the science behind green revolution while also noting the
Late Professor’s stewardship in making farmers welfare the most important outcome of agricultural
research and education.

Farmers welfare, Sustainability and Environmental Stewardship represent critical pillars upon
which the future of agriculture must rest. The education and insights you have garnered regarding
the use of chemical fertilisers and synthetic pesticides equip you with a unique perspective. This
knowledge serves as a foundation from which to foster innovation and advocate for agricultural

methodologies that harmoniously integrate productivity with environmental conservation.

As emerging leaders, you are tasked with the challenge of navigating the complexities of
agricultural innovation. Your role in this transition towards more sustainable agricultural practices
is pivotal.

As graduates of such a forward-thinking institution, you are inheritors of a legacy of continuous
learning and adaptation. The field of agriculture demands no less. The imperative to stay abreast of
technological advancements is not just about enhancing productivity.

In the wake of the recent catastrophic urban flooding experienced in Tamil Nadu, a poignant
reminder of our shared vulnerability to climate change has been starkly illuminated. This
unprecedented event, which unleashed its fury not only upon urban landscapes but also ravaged the
heart of our inland agricultural regions, underscores the imperative need for comprehensive climate
change education, particularly for those at the forefront of our agricultural sector. The Tamil Nadu
Agricultural University has the expertise to alleviate the tangible impacts of climate change,
emphasising the urgency with which we must equip our future agricultural leaders with the
knowledge and skills to navigate and mitigate these challenges.

Distance and online education modes, as championed by Tamil Nadu Agricultural University,
emerge as powerful tools in this endeavor. They offer unparalleled flexibility and accessibility,
allowing for the dissemination of critical climate change knowledge and sustainable agricultural
practices to students across diverse geographical and socio-economic backgrounds. This approach is
not merely about adaptation; it is about fostering a generation of agriculturists who are well-versed
in the dynamics of climate science, sustainable farming techniques, and resilience-building
strategies. Such education ensures that our future farmers, agronomists, and agricultural
policymakers are prepared to implement innovative solutions to combat the effects of climate
variability on food security, water resources, and ecosystem health.

Moreover, the integration of climate change education into distance and online learning platforms
facilitates a multidisciplinary understanding of the issues at hand. It encourages the development of
holistic strategies that encompass not only agronomic interventions but also socio-economic
considerations, policy frameworks, and technological innovations. As we stand at the crossroads of
a climate crisis, the role of agricultural education, particularly through accessible and flexible online
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platforms, becomes crucial in cultivating a workforce capable of steering our agricultural practices
towards sustainability and resilience.

The recent flooding event in Tamil Nadu serves as a clarion call for the incorporation of climate
change education into the curriculum of agricultural studies. It is a call to action for institutions like
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University to lead the charge in preparing our future agricultural
professionals to face the challenges posed by a warming world with knowledge, innovation, and
courage. As we move forward, let us harness the power of distance and online education to build a
resilient, sustainable, and food-secure future for all.

The global landscape of agriculture is continuously shaped by market trends, trade policies, and
international agreements. Understanding these complex dynamics is crucial for making informed
decisions that not only benefit individual agricultural enterprises but also contribute to global food
security and environmental sustainability. This understanding is facilitated by the kind of
innovative educational approaches championed by TNAU, which prepare students to think globally
while acting locally.

Innovative farming methods, such as integrated pest management, conservation agriculture, and
agroecology, are examples of how knowledge and innovation can converge to create sustainable
agricultural practices. These methods not only improve yield and profitability but also enhance soil
health, conserve biodiversity, and reduce agriculture's carbon footprint. By adopting and advocating
for these practices, you contribute to a more sustainable and equitable world. Your actions have a
direct impact on food security. By encouraging practices that improve crop resilience and reduce
dependency on chemical inputs, you contribute to the creation of food systems capable of
withstanding the challenges posed by climate change and other environmental pressures. This not
only ensures a stable food supply but also protects the biodiversity that is critical to agricultural
sustainability.

Ethical Responsibility and Social Impact form the cornerstone of your impending roles as dealers
and advisors within the dynamic sphere of agriculture. The profound influence you wield extends
far beyond the mere transaction of agricultural inputs; it reaches into the very heart of farming
communities, shaping practices that have the capacity to either sustain or deplete our precious earth.
It is imperative, therefore, that this influence be wielded with the utmost integrity, guided by
principles that prioritize not just efficacy but equity and communal well-being.

The choices you make and the practices you endorse have far-reaching consequences. By advocating
for and implementing sustainable agricultural methods, you play a pivotal role in bolstering rural
economies. This goes beyond improving yields; it's about creating resilient agricultural systems that
support the livelihoods of smallholder farmers and rural communities atlarge. Your commitment to
promoting practices that are both productive and sustainable can lead to increased income stability
for these communities, thereby contributing to the alleviation of poverty and enhancing food
security.

The recent flooding event in Tamil Nadu serves as a clarion call for the incorporation of climate
change education into the curriculum of agricultural studies. It is a call to action for institutions like
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Tamil Nadu Agricultural University to lead the charge in preparing our future agricultural
professionals to face the challenges posed by a warming world with knowledge, innovation, and
courage. As we move forward, let us harness the power of distance and online education to build a
resilient, sustainable, and food-secure future for all.

In conclusion, the journey you embark upon as graduates of Tamil Nadu Agricultural University is
not merely a professional pathway but a calling to be at the forefront of agricultural innovation and
sustainability. The commitment to lifelong learning, openness to new technologies, and
understanding of global trends are your tools to navigate this journey. This is a journey of both
challenge and opportunity, and it is your knowledge, innovation, and dedication that will define the
future of agriculture. Let us embrace this journey with the vision and courage that your education
has instilled in you, for in your hands lies the power to shape a more sustainable and nourishing
world for all.
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