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“The single most
Important development
challenge for most poor
countries Is to Improve

rural prosperity”



Of the 1.1 billion people
living on less than $1 day:

- one-third iIn Commonwealth

- three-quarters rely on farming

UNIVERSITIES CAN HELP!
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Lielong'Learning for Farmers



“It is easy to make a community richer by an injection
of donor funds”




“Sustainable increases In the
prosperity of a rural community
require that the livelihoods of Its

members be enhanced through
permanent changes in the
efficiency and productivity of the
value chain of the local
economy.”



...studied the impact of ICT kiosks in rural India...
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...help the farming village community
articulate its own vision...




" Information

Communication

..help the farming village community
articulate its own vision...



Lifelong Learning for Farmers
Sri Lanka

Increase income and employment




...applications for their own research...




Agricultural Extension Services
have broken down

- Too few officers

- Male-oriented when most farmers are
women

- Top down approach (do what | say!)



...Create their own vision...




The distinction between:

- Structural social capital
(creating a village association)

- Cognitive social capital
(trust and confidence)
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tion is fairly easy...
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Areas for Improvement




Areas for Improvement




In Tamil Nadu, India
A consortium of information providers:
- Tamil Nadu Agricultural University
- University of Madras
- Tamil Nadu Open University

- Tamil Nadu Veterinary Sciences University

- elC.
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“Individual
. universities focus on
.« communities In their
own region”

Source: U.S. Central
Intelligence Agency, 2000.

Gulf

of

Mannar



...processing a bank loan...
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the ICT kIOSk IS vital




Region University Nature of change
Hambantota Colombo Tissue culture
(Weligatte) Bananas
Kurunegala Open Cattle rearing

(Ambanpola)
Batticaloa Eastern Vegetables
(Kaluthavalai)
Matara Ruhuna Mushrooms
(Kamburupitaya)

Four regions, four universities, four changes




P
...a large increase in family income...
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...young local women with secondary education
are now employed in skilled precision work...
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Professor Kshanika Hirimbu
In the banana plantation




Diversifyin getable Crops
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Prof. N. Pathmanathan
Vice-Chancellor, Eastern University



Professor Uma Coomaraswamy



Knowledge

Info-medaiaries



Lifelong Learning for Farmers
Sri Lanka

Increase income and employment




Everyone

winsl|



“This Is a unigue project
demonstrating how academic,
government, international and non-
state organisations work together to
help farmers enhance their
productivity. | believe this particular
L3Farmers project will be an ideal
example of how an entrepreneurial
culture could be fostered amongst our
academics...



In time to come | suggest that this kind
of culture should be sufficiently
Incorporated to the undergraduate
curricula where the young graduate
could be moulded to take up national
responsibilities through such innovative
approaches.”

Professor Gamini Samaranayake,
Chairman, University Grants Commission



THANK YOU
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