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Thank you

Hon Mrs Leela Devi Dookun-Luchoomun
Vice-Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Tertiary Education, Science and Technology
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To help Commonwealth governments and institutions

use technologies to improve and expand access to

education and training



The purpose of COL is

“...to create and widen access to opportunities for

learning, making use of the potential offered by
distance education and by the application of

communication technologies to education. COL’s
activities will...strengthen member countries’ capacities to

develop the human resources...”

MOU, CHOGM 1988, amended 1995
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High Level Roundtable for Vice Chancellors & Heads of ODL Institutions

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 2016




Leadership

Best Practice




Recommendations

Gather and share evidence on student outcomes,
employment outcomes

Remain agile and relevant by learning from other
institutions

Manage change and overcome resistance by sharing
continuous messages re the compelling reasons for
the change
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High Level Roundtable for Vice Chancellors & Heads of ODL Institutions
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 2018 @



Themes

* Leading with power and influence
* Challenges & Trends in University Management
» Best Practice in ODL



Recommendations

Lead organizational transformation: develop a long-term
strategy with clear goals

Promote the use of learning analytics and adaptive
pedagogy

Cultivate partnerships for course sharing and exchange

Motivate academics to do more research
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High Level Roundtable for Vice Chancellors & Heads of ODL Institutions
New Delhi, India, 2019



Themes

« Impact of Technology

e Student Support services

 Quality Assurance

 Using Open Educational Resources
« Employability



Recommendations

Create an ecosystem that promotes lifelong learning for all —
include recognition of prior learning

Consider integrating employability pathways

Develop and implement policies to provide affordable and low-
cost options to persons with disabilities

Invest more in staff development, learner support and
technology.
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High Level Roundtable for Vice Chancellors & Heads of ODL Institutions
Penang, Malaysia, 2022



Themes

* Innovations during COVID-19

 Role of Universities in promoting SDG 4
 Equity and Inclusion

» Technology for quality education

« Employability

 Building resilient institutions




Recommendations

Access to technology for all learners and enhance digital
literacy

Take a proactive approach to achieve SDG 4

Develop skill-oriented curriculum aligned with the labour
market

Developing country-specific strategies for resilience and
disaster preparedness



Broad trends from the four previous
High-level Roundtable meetings

A commitment to Sustainable Development Goal 4 in terms of quality education,
lifelong learning, equity, inclusion and gender equality

Adopt technologies that are appropriate accessible and affordable

Contextualised, data-driven and student-centred solutions

Partnerships between institutions and labour market for supporting graduate
employability

Build resilient institutions equipped for future disasters




* What innovations do we need
to build resilient systems?

Universities . What are the lessons learned

and what can we do
differently?




2023 Roundtable: Themes

* Relevance

* Technology
 Climate change
 Leadership
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