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WHAT IS IT FOR? 
The Commonwealth of Learning 

To help Commonwealth 
governments and institutions use 
various technologies to improve 
and expand education, training 

and learning in support of 
development 





COL Programme 

 Open Schooling 
 Teacher 

Education 
 Higher Education 
 VUSSC 

Education Livelihoods & Health 

 TVSD 
 Learning for 

Farmers 
 Healthy 

Communities 
 

Gender              eLearning 

Mr. Vis Naidoo 



Open Schooling is….. 

A feasible solution :  
61 million primary school age and  
71 million lower secondary school age 
were out of school in 2010 (UIS, 2012) 

   

Ms. Frances 
Ferreira 

An Equalizer for educational opportunities: 

Cost – Efficient in India & Namibia 
     Conventional: NIOS = 6:1  
     Conventional: NAMCOL= 5:1 
                                     (Koul & Rumble, 2007) 

 

I left school in year 5 when I got 
married at the age of 12. I am 
now 22 and have 3 children.  
I went back to school so that  
I could help my children with 

their schoolwork. 



OERELT in Kenya 

Dr. Jessica N. Aguti 



Higher Education 

 Contributing to human resource development 
 Improving the quality of higher education 
 Increasing access 

Dr. Godson Gatsha 



Connecting the Commonwealth: VUSSC 

Mr. John Lesperance 



Snow Ball Effect 

Inspired by VUSSC, 
Marcia went on to do a 
Master’s degree in 
Curriculum, Instruction 
& Technology and 
became an OER 
advocate.  

Marcia Musgrove 
The Bahamas 

I think of it as the 
VUSSC Snowball Effect 

…in the tropics.  
I remain grateful. 



Concrete Results 
in Nauru: 

Dr. Alison Mead 
Richardson 



1 

Increased Food Security among 5000 women 
learners in Kenya and Uganda  

Every $1 invested in learning, facilitation and 
networking resulted in $9 worth of income and 

assets in India. 

Dr. K. Balasubramanian 

Lifelong Learning for Farmers 



Community learning 
programmes 

 
local  

participatory 
low-cost 

 
Healthy 

Communities 

Mr. Ian Pringle 



Graduation Ceremony,  
CCTI Antigua & Barbuda 

Dr. Sanjaya Mishra 



Gender 
 Support development 

of gender-responsive 
policies, systems and 
material 
 Develop capacity in 

gender mainstreaming 

Ms. Rosanne Wong 
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Dr. Venkataraman  
Balaji 



Minister for Education presenting Aptus 
to manager of national Tablet project 
in Vanuatu (April 2015) 



MOOCs 4 D 

Mobiles for 
Development 
MOOC for Malis 
MOOC on MOOC 



Impact Evaluation 2006-2015 

 ‘COL has had a major impact on individuals… 
is highly respected and well regarded, 
flexible and nimble organisation which 
leverages partnerships…to achieve 
outcomes’. 

            Stephen Murgatroyd with Janet Tully, 2015 



Outcome Evaluation 2012-15 

 ‘All the initiatives moved successfully 
forward, on time and within budget. The 
large majority of the agreed Performance 
Indicators were met by March 2015….the 
relative cost-effectiveness of COL has been 
commented on favourably….’ 

                        Neil Kemp & Glen Farrell, 2015 





 
 
 

Thank you for your 
contributions to COL 
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