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WHY DEGREE MILLS?
• High demand for Higher Education
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WHY DEGREE MILLS?

• The Internet



BEWARE

Our Campus



Part 1
Intergovernmental organizations:

- Combating degree mills by putting in 
place structures and processes to 
support the internationalization of higher 
education.

- Helping students find their way around 
in this new world



Part 2
What can you do about degree mills?

- No magic bullet

- Action on various fronts



The Commonwealth
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The Small States
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Why UNESCO?

INTERNATIONALIZATION OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION:
Growing Demand; Diversification of 
Providers; Increased Mobility; the 
Internet
Quality Assurance and Qualifications 
Recognition



Why UNESCO?

INTERNATIONALIZATION OF QUALITY 
ASSURANCE:
OECD – Feasibility study AHELO
Rankings
Bologna : European Standards and 
Guidelines
International and regional networks: 
INQAAHE;
ANQAHE; APQN; AfriQUAN; CANQATE; 
RIACES



Why UNESCO?
GLOBAL OUTREACH THROUGH:

Standard-Setting :
UNESCO Conventions for the 
Recognition of Degrees in Higher Education; 
2005 Guidelines for Quality Provision in 
CBHE



Why UNESCO?
GLOBAL OUTREACH THROUGH:

Capacity-Building:
UNESCO Global Forum on QA, 
Accreditation and the Recognition of 
Qualification (2002; 2004; 2007)
UNESCO-World Bank Global Initiative 
GIQAC



Why UNESCO?
GLOBAL OUTREACH THROUGH:

Clearinghouse
Study Abroad
Portal on HEIs
Effective International Practices for 
Degree Mills



Guidelines for quality provision 
in cross-border higher education

UNESCO and OECD





New capacity-
building initiative

GIQAC
A UNESCO-WB partnership to support 
capacity-building in developing and transition 
countries

Launched in January 2008 for a 3-year period

Participants 2008: regional QA networks from 
Africa, Arab States, Asia and the Pacific, Latin 
America/Caribbean and the international QA 
network INQAAHE



http://www.unesco.org/education/portal/hed-institutions

Participating Countries

[Pilot Phase]
•Argentina
•Australia, 
•Canada, 
•China, 
•Egypt, 
•Jamaica, 
•Japan, 
•Kenya, 
•Malaysia, 
•Nigeria, 
•Norway, 
•Switzerland, 
•United Kingdom, 
•United States

UNESCO Portal on Higher Education Instutitions

- Launched 30 April 2008 -



What is the Portal on Higher Education 
Institutions?

This Portal is a follow up to the UNESCO/OECD 
Guidelines for Quality Provision in Cross-border Higher 
Education.

It targets students, employers, and other interested 
parties (e.g. credential evaluators).

It aims to  provide students, employers and other 
interested parties with access to authoritive and up-to-
date information on the status of HEIs and QA in 
participating countries.



Country Information on the Portal

1. Institutions recognized by 
competent authorities 

2. Higher education programmes 
recognized by competent 
authorities

3. Information for students 
planning to study in the country 

4. Information on the higher 
education system 

5. Foreign credential assessment 
and recognition  

6. Information on financial 
assistance opportunities 

7. Cross-border higher education

8. National Information Centre 

9. Other information sources

10. Definition of key terms
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DEGREE MILLS & BOGUS COLLEGES



Bogus Institutions misusing 
UNESCO’s name

All levels of abuse and use. The claims may range from 
100% false to not quite untrue

A multitude of modes:

all modes are about establishing a false connection or 
emphasizing a real link with UNESCO to give the 
impression of being an internationally recognized 
provider of higher education

One institution may use 1-3 different modes

Institutions change rapidly

ACADEMIC FRAUD



For telephone or postal verification 
accreditation, you may contact:

UNESCO Division of Higher Education 
- Tel: (+33.1) 45681106



Direct links to 
UNESCO 

&
World Health Org

EAA and its accredited institutions accept and adopt
"The Recommendations of  the World Conference on 

Higher Education, sponsored by UNESCO", and 
the applicable sections of  the "UNESCO Guidelines for 

Quality Provision in Cross-Border Higher Education"

Support for UNESCOs  
framework

Links to UNESCO



Which way to go?

Giacometti sculpture – UNESCO Paris



EXPERT GROUP:
Effective practices

UNESCO and the Council on Higher Education 
Accreditation (CHEA) are developing 
suggestions for international effective practice 
on degree mills with an expert group

UNESCO and COL alerting the developing 
countries to the threat of degree mills

The UNESCO Portal one of the responses

http://www.chea.org/


Part 2
What can you do about degree mills?

- No magic bullet

- Action on various fronts



Degree Mills

http://www.chea.org/


WHAT

CRIME?



“A degree mill offers a credential purely 
in exchange for payment and nothing 

else”



Detecting Degree Mills

Filter Statements

• Does not have legal authority to award degrees in its home 
jurisdiction.

• Requires little attendance, either in classrooms or online.

• Requires little, if any, coursework or assignments.

• Limits its contact information to a phone number or an e-mail 
address.

•Makes false claims about external quality assurance or 
accreditation.



Detecting Degree Mills

Filter Statements

• Issues degrees that are not accepted for licensing or 
graduate admission in the home jurisdiction.

• Does not provide verifiable faculty lists, or lists faculty with 
credentials from degree mills.

• Features websites that copy or imitate material from 
legitimate organisations.

• Have websites with internet domain registration obscured by 
a privacy service.



Closing down degree mills in Nigeria!



STEP 1: BUYER BEWARE!
“Help students become savvy consumers and 

research their options”

UNESCO’s portal of white lists:

http://tinyurl.com/RecognizedHE
http://tinyurl.com/RecognisedHE

Consult STUDY ABROAD

and

http://tinyurl.com/RecognizedHE


STEP 2: GOVERNMENTS
must want to protect the integrity of their 

higher education systems…

COAL + IRON ORE + HIGHER EDUCATION = $$



STEP 2: GOVERNMENTS
must want to protect the integrity of their 

higher education systems…

PROTECT TERMS LIKE:

* University

* Accreditation



STEP 2: GOVERNMENTS
must want to protect the integrity of their 

higher education systems…
A special challenge for Small States:



STEP 2: GOVERNMENTS
must want to protect the integrity of their 

higher education systems…



STEP 2: GOVERNMENTS
must want to protect the integrity of their 

higher education systems…

Nigeria: a robust approach



STEP 3: TRANSPARENT PROCESSES

Quality assurance systems
• List of accredited/recognised institutions

and put on UNESCO portal;

• Raise quality of HEIs generally;

• Qualifications frameworks.



The Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth     

The Commonwealth of Learning

A Transnational Qualifications 
Framework

(developed with the help of the
South African Qualifications 

Authority)
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STEP 4: AVOID FUNDING DEGREE MILLS

OR THEIR STUDENTS



STEP 5:CHECK CREDENTIALS

200,000 phony credentials sold annually in the USA



STEP 5:CHECK CREDENTIALS

200,000 phony credentials sold annually in the USA



STEP 5:CHECK CREDENTIALS

30-50% of US currency counterfeit in 1860



STEP 5:CHECK CREDENTIALS

PUBLIC KEY CRYPTOGRAPHY

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1e/Public_key_signing.svg


STEP 6: INTERGOVERNMENTAL BODIES



FREQUENTLY (AND NOT SO FREQUENTLY) ASKED QUESTIONS:

1. Who accredits Clayton University?

Clayton University is an international University, having affiliates in European, Asian, 
and African countries.

Although Clayton University is not accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by 
the United States Secretary of Education, it is a member of UNESCO.

Our programs are approved by recognized professional institutes that offer rigorous 
courses in various academic areas. Currently, the Institute of Cost and Executive 
Accountants, Society of Business Practitioners have approved us. 

Member of  UNESCO

http://www.culhk.com/Index.html
http://www.culhk.com/ApplicationAndEvaluation.html
http://www.culhk.com/ContactInfo.html


STEP 6: INTERGOVERNMENTAL BODIES

The Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) program at the Medical 
University of the Americas is recognized by the

World Health Organization 
and listed in the latest World Directory of Medical Schools.



BEWARE

Our Campus



STEP 7: 
INFORMAL SYSTEM OF ALERTS AND 

BLACK LISTS
Informal because:

• Vexatious litigation

• Degree mills like
chameleons



STEP 7: 
INFORMAL SYSTEM OF ALERTS AND 

BLACK LISTS
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Degree Mills

http://www.chea.org/


Thank you

s.uvalic-trumbic@unesco.org

jdaniel@col.org
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