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TEN YEARS OF OER



UNESCO HQ Paris

2002 Forum on the Impact of Open CourseWare 
for Higher Education in Developing Countries



The Virtual
University
for
Small States
of the 
Commonwealth



Cape Town
September 2007

Cape Town 
Open Education Declaration



World Congress on
Open Educational Resources

Paris – June 20-22 – 2012

Paris Declaration



Paris Declaration on OER

Foster awareness and use of OER
Encourage the development and adaptation of OER in a 
variety of languages and cultural contexts
Encourage the open licensing of educational materials 
produced with public funds.
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The 2012 Paris OER 
Declaration drafting group at 
UNESCO Headquarters, 
Paris, France



18th CCEM Communique

Ministers emphasized the need
 ‘to set up a common platform 

for OER materials for…ease of 
access’
 ‘for the development and use 

of OER in providing quality 
teaching and learning for all’.



WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED?



 Surge in secondary education
 Need for skills development

1. Beyond Higher Education…



2. Convergence of approaches
 State supported rather than driven by 

philanthropy in Asia
 OECD: Also driven by institutions and individuals



3. Harnessing the potential of
Mobile technologies
 Connectivity is less of a concern in Higher 

Education sector
 Digital divide still exists  at the primary 

and secondary education levels



4. Multi-directional exchanges

University of Ghana
Kwame Nkrumah 

University 
of Science and Technology



5. Open Licensing: More Advocacy


