The University of Guyana
The
Dennis Irvine

Lecture

Commonwealth of Learning +llp



Dennis Irvine



Governor General Delivers
Inaugural Dennis Irvine
| ecture

The University Council of Jamaica (UCJ) will be
staging the Inaugural Dennis Irvine Lecture on
Friday, February 9, 2007 at 5:30 pm.

The lecture will be delivered by the Governor-
General of Jamaica, His Excellency the
Honourable Professor Kenneth Hall.
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FREEDOM IS
THE PRIMARY PURPOSE
AND
THE PRINCIPAL MEANS
OF
DEVELOPMENT




FREEDOM
MAKES
DEVELOPMENT
HAPPEN



Freedom from...
and

Freedom to...



FREEDOM FROM:

Hunger
&

Poverty



FREEDOM FROM:

Disease



FREEDOM FROM:

Pollution



FREEDOM TO:

Be treated
equally



FREEDOM TO:

Be educated
and trained



FREEDOM TO:

Choose who
governs you



FREEDOM TO:

Express yourself



FREEDOM TO:

Practice your
religion



Millennium Development Goals
- Poverty and hunger
- Primary education
- Gender equality
- Health
- Environment

- Partnership
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THE COMMONWEALTH

- Peace

- Democracy

- Equality

- Good Governance
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Education for All
(The Dakar Goals)
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“Education is the royal road
to freedom: the royal road
to that fundamental freedom
of the human spirit that
underpins other more

practical freedoms”.

Amartya Sen



Poverty and hunger
Target (2015):

Halve the proportion of people living on less
than a dollar a day and those who suffer
from hunger



COL's contribution to the MDGs

Fighting hunger and sustaining a
liveable environment means
empowering millions of farmers
and smallholders and giving rural
people more control over their
lives.



Lifelong learning for farmers




Health

- Reduce child mortality
By 2015: reduce by 2/3 the mortality rate for under fives

- Improve maternal health

By 2015: Reduce by 34 the ratio of women dying in
childbirth

- Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other
diseases

By 2015: Halt and reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS



COL's contribution to the MDGs

“To improve the health of
mothers and children and
arrest the spread of disease,
ordinary people want
information that connects
with their lives.”
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The Commonwealth of Learning

LOOKING BACK

* Higher Education

* Teacher training

* Open Schooling

* Non-formal education




The growth of Open Universities
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e growth of Open Universities

Athabasca—20, 691
Open University of Malaysia—22, 043
Open University of Tanzania—13,000
MNational Cpen University of Nigeria—10,000
Metaji Subhash Open University—75,000
IGNOU-—1.2 million

UKOU—203,744

AlOU—T00.000

Bangladesh Open University — 249,606
BRAQU, Hyderabad, India — 318,650
YCMOU, Nashlk, India — 932,500
MPBOU, Madhya Pradesh, India — 150,000
UNISA, South Africa 110,000 — 130,000
Cpan Univ of Sr Lanka — 23,508

THNOU, Tamil Madu, India — 20,000

Kota Gpen Univ, Rajasthan, India — 87,930
Cpan Univ, Uttar Pradesh, India — 3,307
Malanda Open University, Bihar, India — 641
DBRCA — 25,000

KS0U, India — 40,000

Open University of Zambia

Open University of Uttaranchal, India

Open University of Assam, India

200 5cpen unversrres”



A huge increase in the
number of campus universities
operating In
DUAL MODE




The Commonwealth of Learning
eTeacher training

Africa: Hundreds of thousands

India: > 1 million




The Commonwealth of Learning

e Open Schooling




The Commonwealth of Learning
e Open Schooling

India: 1.5 million pupils
(National Institute of Open Schooling)
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The Commonwealth of Learning

eBasic development agenda
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Media empowerment







The Commonwealth of Learning

learning for development
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EE-YEAR PLAN .

Three-year Plan 2006-09
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EDUCATION

learning for development

LEARNING FOR
LIVELIHOODS

HUMAN
ENVIRONMENT




EDUCATION

Policy
LEARNING FOR Systems
LIVELIHOODS

Models
CUMAN Materials

ENVIRONMENT



COL CORPORATE LOGIC MODEL 2006-2009

This marrs shows COLs X

HUMAN
ENVIRONMENT

LEARNING FOR

EDUCATION

LIVELIHOODS

INITIATIVES

Learning and skilks

for Livelihoods:

Rural and peri-urban
community Development

Nationalfinternational
Community

virusl unhversiy for small
States of the

Transnational Programmes

Gender and Development

Health, welfare and
Community

Environmental Education
Good Gavernance:

Educational use of Mass
media and T3

COL Corporate Logic Model

call Lising iitiatives by sectar of work akong with carput anel outzoms stements - far the tesubs sapscted in rerms

OUTPUTS (poucy, SYSTENS, WODELS & MATERIALS)

e strategies for quality edusation snd trainir for all.

PO TR NG ST SRR o
DL for wmremsing aoaess mnd sty

PABTWERSHIPS AN NETWORKS CHEATED for effestive wse of 0L in sducation

'DOL BASED MATERIALS DEVELOPED and dissersinabed across Commonmreaith

BOLICY-MAKERS MORE AWARE of the benefits and the feasbiity of OIL
for aooupatianal skills develgpment and mgroved tvelibaods

BRACTITIONERS WORE COMPETENT to apply ODL for ocoupational
skils development and imgroved tivelihoods

HEW AND IMPROVED LEARNING MATERIALS are produced for aooupational
kil development and imgroved ivelihoods by partner institution

MORE PARTHERSHIPS BETWEEN INSTITUTIONS to develop strategies
for acoupatianal skills development and imgroved Hvetihoods

ALL RELATE TO GENDER EQUALITY, GOOD GOVERNANCE,
SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENTS AND BETTER HEALTH:

POLICY-MAKERS MORE AWARE of the benefitz and
the frasibility of ODL for education

PRACTITIONERS MORE COMPETENT to apply ODL to improve:
krciedge, understanding and cempetences

NEW AND IMPROVED LEARMING MATERIALS are produced by partner institutions
MORE SHARING of learning materials and strategics besween institutions
GREATER AND MORE EFFECTIVE educstional use of mass media

OUTCOMES (poucy, srsTens, MODELS 2 naTERIALS)

POLICY FRAMEWORKS and strategies for ODL appiisation
i education adapted by oountries and intitutions

EFFECTIVE DOL SYSTEMS IN PLACE within ringiz and
sl mode nstitutions

‘0L BASED MATERIALS SED for effentive organisation of
001 craurse: snd programmes in formai edation

INCREASED ADOPTION by policy-makers of ODL for socupationial
skills development and improved livelihoods

INCREASED AND MORE EFFECTIVE USE by institutions of ODL far
conupatianal wills development and impraved tivelihoods

MARGINALISED AND VULNERABLE GROUPS HAVE INCREASED ACCESS
to gender-, generation-
mp.m..l skills development and improving their vefhoods

ALL RELATE TO GENDER EQUALITY, GOOD GOVERNANCE,
SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENTS AND BETTER HEALTH:

INCREASED ADOPTION by pobicy-makers of ODL

INCREASED AND MORE EFFECTIVE USE by practitioners of 00U
applications t@ improve hnowdedge. understanding and competences

CITIZENS GENERALLY - and marginalised and vuinerable groups in partioutar
mere equitable access to quality lesming oppertuns

SUSTAINABLE
SOCIC-ECONOMIC
ADVANCEMENT AND
IMPROVED LIVELIHOODS,
PARTICULARLY AMONG
DISADVANTAGED
COMMUNITIES

TAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
OCCURRING THROUGH
PEOPLE LIVING PEACEABLY
AND EQUITABLY UNDER
DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT
IN HEALTHY ENVIRONAMENT:

+f polcy;systaemy and modlmuertals. Knowledge mansgerment and gender are cvas-<cutting themes

2006-09

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

EDUCATION

adeministrators
f FIVE ADDITIONAL DEVELOPING
COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES

‘adopt quality assurance systems for
truining

LEARNING FOR
LIVELIHOODS

AT LEAST ONE sadstantil, eonnomicatly
and socially dadvantaged COMMUNITY
EACH I sub-Saharan Africa. South

A 2 the
Comrmanwesith sgpicantly imoresses it
P ———T

Bresithrough scoeptance by hey

sigficanty inoreace their
develop and deliver 00 for cooupationl
sl eraiing andor impraved livefihooets

s of 0L for improved tvelihonds.

TWO MEW contextully relevant sets of

develaping Comenommwesizh countries.

HUMAN
ENVIRONMENT

besith. gender, gavemance:
{grassroats) and environmental
R p—

200 ADDITIONAL heslth,
sender,

30 YOUNG INTERNS placed
90 COUNTRIES far professianal
development and support

Ry p————




Quality Assurance

Teacher Development
Open/Alternative Schooling
Higher Education

eLearning for Education
Sector Development

EDUCATION



Quality Assurance
Teacher Development

Open/Alternative Schooling
Higher Education

eLearning for Education
Sector Development

EDUCATION



Learning and Skills for
Livelihoods

Rural and Peri-Urban
Community Development

National/International
Community Development

Virtual University for Small States
of the Commonwealth

Transnational Programmes

LEARNING FOR LIVELIHOODS



The Commonwealth of Learning

ASIA:

L3 Farmers (Poverty MDG)

India >> Sri Lanka >> Africa




Lifelong Learning for Farmers

4 Principles:
-  Mobilise farmers to define their vision

- Link them to those with useful
information

- Use commercial ICT kiosks

-  Get banks and business involved



4

How do I tell a good milk cow from a
poor milk cow?
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Learning about milk quality



Processing a loan



RESULTS

1. "Development without donors”
(COL input $80,000)

2. Loans of $200,000 to 120 villagers

3. 400 more in preparation

4. 60% of farmers are women

5. Self-replicating spontaneously from
village to village



Learning and Skills for
Livelihoods

Rural and Peri-Urban
Community Development

National/International
Community Development

Virtual University for Small States
of the Commonwealth

Transnational Programmes

LEARNING FOR LIVELIHOODS



Gender and Development

Health, Welfare and
Community Development

Environmental Education
Good Governance

Educational use of Mass
Media and ICTs

HUMAN ENVIRONMENT



Media Empowerment (Health MDG)

The Gambia, Sierra Leone, Malawi
South Africa, Tanzania, Swaziland

Sri Lanka, India

Papua New Guinea, Solomons, Kiribati

Barbados, Guyana




Media empowerment



MEDIA EMPOWERMENT

Partnership with the WHO



"1% |'l~- 4 .-j.l;i" ~ '
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Village cinema



David Walker (dwalker@col.org)



Learning and Skills for
Livelihoods

Rural and Peri-Urban
Community Development

National/International
Community Development

Virtual University for Small States

of the Commonwealth

Transnational Programmes

LEARNING FOR LIVELIHOODS
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PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES




COMMONWEALTH 0f LEARNING _,
FUNDING

d William and Flora Hewlett

Foundation
$US 350,000

1 Commonwealth Fund for
Technical Cooperation
£1 million (4 years)



Key events in VUSSC development‘{%}

e Planning meetings:

Singapore - Sep 2005 & Apr 2006
Jamaica — Nov 2006

e ‘Boot Camps’:

Mauritius - Aug 2006

Singapore — March 2007

Trinidad & Tobago — Summer 2007
Samoa — Autumn 2007

Botswana — 2008?




Singapore Statement (Courses)

e Teacher Education,

e Information and Communications
Technology,

o Information Systems,

e Tourism and Hospitality,

e Nursing and Health Care,

e Tech/Voc Edn & Trg and Life Skills,

e Management & Public Administration,
e Agriculture and Fisheries.



COMMONWEALTH Of LEARNING

Mauritius Bootcamp: Aug 2006

[ Orientation: concept of online collaboration and
project planning

dIntroduction to technologies, free open source
software, Wikis, ePortfolios, etc.

L Production of course frameworks and creation of
initial content

[ Rapid learning of technology skills to enable
participants to provide buddy-training






Mauritius Bootcamp: Aug 2006







COMMONWEALTH Of LEARNING

| COL’s role in the VUSSC

1 Coordinate the initiative
L Facilitate creation of networks

dShare expertise in educational technology: radio,
TV, print, multi-media, internet, wikis, eLearning

QA Support local capacity enhancement

dShare resources



But COL is not...

|

d A degree-awarding body

d A funding body



COMMONWEALTH Of LEARNING

The role of Ministries

dDevelop policy
Liaise with other ministries

dAllocate people and responsibilities
dSupport implementation

dMonitor implementation



COMMONWEALTH Of LEARNING

The role of Institutions

| dTake responsibility for program development
and delivery

dAdapt course materials to local contexts

dGrant awards earned by students



- ] e
o
7
& ya ¥ ;
R o s
|.,...'";‘ _—;L‘_ -

1-
-/ -V/ il

S|\l

PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES
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The Commonwealth of Learning

Learning for Development



Dennis Irvine



THANK YOU



