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Opening a 
can of 
worms 
with the 
tip of the 
iceberg



729 registered

70 countries
Top eight by attendance:

100 99 56          51

29           28          20          19
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shoemaker 
in his garret





Roger Mills
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Chair

“The Forum programme 
addressed the core elements of 
the COL Three-Year Plan, which 
in turn is linked to the 
Millennium Development Goals.  
It moved away from papers 
which described process to 
those which provide evidence of 
how ODL has been used and 
whether or not it has been 
successful in a particular 
context.”





The Prime Minister of Uganda
Professor Apolo Nsibambi

“the development of the individual and also 
the development of communities”

“we need to learn from informal education 
structures so as to address some of the 
weaknesses in the predominant formal 

education sector”



Secretary-General of 
the Commonwealth

Kamalesh Sharma

“I believe strongly in young people. The 
effects of globalisation, positive and 

negative, flow above all through young 
people. If today's challenges are to be met, 

it is by them, and if any enlightened 
knowledge society is to be created, it will be 

created through them.”



� Education: 
- a fundamental human right
- essential for reaching all development goals
- policies for lifelong learning opportunities
- policies that promote inclusion and quality
- policies that integrate ICTs for learning, training,

planning and empowerment

� Education: ensuring it is for ALL

Assistant Director-General for 
Education
UNESCO

Mr. Nick Burnett



Lord Asa Briggs

Professor Brenda Gourley

The Briggs Lecture

New technologies: new possibilities 
for reaching the unreached



Lord Asa Briggs

Professor Brenda Gourley

“leverage what is happening in cyberspace, 
leverage this gift culture and mobilise people’s 

natural propensity to connect, collaborate, 
volunteer their time and engage in both teaching 

and learning activities.”



Carol Bellamy

The Role of Open and 
Distance Education in 

Providing 
Access to Learning for 

Children and Young 
People



Theme: Children and Young People

15 sessions – some recommendations:

- Ensure technologies are appropriate
- Make use of public-private partnerships
- Develop Vocational Education and Training
- Exploit the potential of Open Educational Resources
- Explore South-North collaboration



COL’s Eight new Honorary Fellows



Livelihoods



Livelihoods
20 sessions

Conclusions
- Access to finance (e.g. micro-credit) is a crucial element

- Focus on communities as much as on individuals

- Find ways to scale up the creation of ‘social learning capital’

- Work with existing self-help groups

- Be alert to possibilities for public-private partnerships 



Questioning the 
Assumptions



Technology is there to 
empower teachers, 
not to make them 

redundant





Open Educational Resources



“academic putty”





EDEA Awards



Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth
P A R T I C I P A T I N G   C O U N T R I E S



The Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth

“reaching the tipping point”



WikiEducator

The Community





Lidia Brito

HEALTH
10 sessions



AIDS orphans



HEALTH
10 sessions

Conclusions

- Current approaches to HIV/AIDS aren’t working
- Use a more holistic and culture-centred approach
- Raise awareness of values in communities
- Work with teachers and traditional healers
- Simple technology works best
- ODL and OERs have great potential. 



GOVERNANCE

12 sessions



GOVERNANCE

12 sessions

Conclusions

-The importance of peer learning to overcome the gaps 
between connected individuals.

- Link with culture to bring together modern and 
traditional modes of governance.

- Create an online forum





A decade of 
development and 

education in Africa: the 
promise of open and 

distance learning

Professor
Barney Pityana



“ODL is a testament 
to the demise of 

exclusivity in 
education”

Professor
Barney Pityana



The Open College

of the 

University of
Papua New Guinea



The Campus

ODL



ODL

Campus



BEWARE

DEGREE MILLS & BOGUS COLLEGES



The dogs 
that didn’t 

bark



Where have all the flowers gone?



Teacher Education – Talk or Action?





DISTANCE LEARNING

a three-legged stool
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SUSTAIN YOUR 
NETWORKS!

MINE THE PAPERS!



Preparing COL’s Plan for 2009-12



Thank you

to the

University of London



“You are all part of that tapestry of 
innovation that we so desperately 
need to weave in order to get the 

job done. Open and distance 
learning is about more than 

closing the digital divide, as real 
and concerning as that is. It's a 

critical part of closing the human 
rights divide between those who 
will grow up literate – with skills, 

possibilities, and hope – and those 
who will not.”

Carol 
Bellamy



THANK YOU


