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Assessment 
and ODL 1

• “If we wish to discover the truth about an educational 
system, we must look into its assessment procedures. What 
student qualities and achievements are actively valued and 
rewarded by the system? How are its purposes and 
intentions realised? To what extent are the hopes and 
ideals, aims and objectives professed by the system ever 
truly perceived, valued and striven for by those who make 
their way within it? The answers to such questions are to be 
found in what the system requires students to do in order to
survive and prosper. The spirit and style of student 
assessment defines the de facto curriculum.” [Rowntree, 
1987:1]



Assessment and ODL 2

The overall assessment strategy should ideally do the 
following kinds of things:

• provide sufficient formative feedback to help students to 
check their progress against the intended learning 
outcomes and assessment criteria

• provide sufficient evidence to allow students and teachers 
to diagnose potential problems and areas of strength

• provide sufficient guidance and feedback to maximise 
student chances of success

• provide reliable summative evidence of student 
achievement so there can be no doubt that they have met 
the exit level outcomes and earned a qualification they can 
be proud of …



Assessment and ODL 3

• … provide support to student time management by 
staggering assignments and workloads so that they can 
be sure that they cover the complete programme 
adequately in the time they have available

• provide students with motivation to succeed by 
encouraging them to relate their studies to their own 
working/ potential working and/or learning 
environment and problems and through the provision 
of encouraging and realistic feedback

• provide a clear sense of progression and development 
by linking assignments and modules so each one builds 
on what has gone before (adapted from Raggatt in 
Lockwood, 1994:138; Morgan & O’Reilly, 1999:80).



Five key planning questions
Why assess?

• Deciding why assessment is to be carried out; what effects or 
outcomes it is expected to produce.

What to assess?

• Deciding, realising, or otherwise coming to an awareness of what one 
is looking for, or remarking upon, in the people one is assessing.

How to assess?

• Selecting, from among all the means at our disposal for learning 
about people, those we regard as being most truthful and fair for 
various sorts of values knowledge.

How to interpret?

• Making sense of the outcomes of whatever observations or 
measurements or impressions we gather through whatever means 
we employ; explaining, appreciating, and attaching meaning to the 
‘raw events’ of assessment.

How to respond?

• Finding appropriate ways of expressing our response to whatever has 
been assessed and of communicating it to the person concerned (and 
other people).  (Rowntree 1987)



Engagement: Authentic tasks 
Biodiversity data collection 
activity

• Use detailed field notes on a sample of birds, dragonflies 
and woodlice. Students observe their area, noting what 
species they find.

• Complete field notes and upload to the U316 Biodiversity 
database.

• This creates a geographically referenced map of all the 
students’ data, enabling students to see where there are 
species ‘hot spots’ and to work out what might be good 
strategies for nature reserves.

• Submit an assignment based on this activity, for credit.

• The OU data is submitted to the national biodiversity 
database and so adds to ‘real’ knowledge. (Thorpe, 2006)

The Open University's Institute for Educational Technology

Biodiversity by Green Mountain Girls Farm is licensed CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/eatstayfarm/15644324710/in/photolist-pQrfGo-ppvnkz-ppytiD-pFL5Li-qRiYo5-PduwjU-bi3DJM-8fvjrX-mCfiBo-aFTA1Z-8fvj9H-NWGmvT-8fvjXa-8fyB7q-8fyByS-8fyAWs-8fyBvS-2kAQtHC-S2huxo-5sFAA8-2n81P7p-ykXuV3-Rjunhh-khBxkF-6T3ZDg-Rn6smc-v5uqaX-RjunrL-Rn6rDa-5MX2UB-Rn6rWK-5sKPWf-VjYe5q-S2huso-u8DcYx-2kAQvdr-UZpnth-2kAUE7Q-Rn6sfv-2kAUE6T-2kAUDwB-2kAUD9x-5N2mU1-aj9Ace-cj35mm-d1UKQG-8fyAaE-UZpny7-UZpneE-2kAQuGB
https://www.flickr.com/photos/eatstayfarm/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Assessment and Girls 1
Fisheries Scientist by USFWS Alaska is licensed PD 1.0

Army Scientist by U. S. Army DEVCOM is licensed CC BY-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfws_alaska/35922135271/in/photolist-WJjkiR-V1cEdv-2oxK3or-WbfPhm-4Tge1Z-2b91c9L-6KZiCQ-2kK1shG-25bHFCd-ro44H3-a65sTK-p5F6BS-BsBnH3-a68iBY-hGNQcX-2k4VxCv-9ZR6L1-2neqWsz-a65t78-9NRss-ruXzGS-41LMi-mwnS1-7hMyip-hZk96-F3oDCx-eEEDRc-a68jhj-eEECcp-2fkEsB-jB62jA-EtV7Bz-ejtJdQ-EAgNAs-F15WAE-NNzagd-jJjDjT-9oHnXt-7hMyr8-cMCJUQ-5mg7Ui-U4tAYL-75Wz3C-fzwwwp-2k4VxAG-htGJ-EUyRy-dPqkCQ-8LdTtU-2k4V97x
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfws_alaska/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usarmyccdc/7336886600/in/photolist-8LX8MT-i77LC8-2k4V92s-8LdUdo-8LdSqq-8LdQmS-8LaLkM-8LaNAt-8LaMa4-8LdQWh-2k4V9ao-8LdTFq-7xcuwL-KQvrZf-QgMAHt-8LdSz7-89wECj-8LaPAZ-Rib1KS-U86huv-26V6uFf-2nUc1oX-2okNhGf-2cGgKYV-8LdRRo-vw1dSV-gLEWc-6LkqHm-2ndk4k3-sLR6fR-jATiMD-qs4y9a-vvRN81-wsSWFc-2eFHuZS-EFQz3n-csE755-2o2Ng63-cbksLQ-7w5ut5-qLK3CV-qDiNXo-qs4xAB-RKv6k3-7XQxiq-Gr3EG-csE6RC-UXZE2z-qaDuGr-wsSX9r
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usarmyccdc/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


Assessment and Girls 2

Construction Worker by Seattle Municipal Archives is licensed CC BY 2.0 Flu Vaccine in Vietnam  by CDC Global is licensed CC BY 2.0 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/seattlemunicipalarchives/6648032895/in/photolist-b8sUyP-CLDYxA-4XJsbd-CTsQVA-irS53h-Q3inv9-rRpmAh-buBFYH-4qspk7-buBDPk-2hHUQ4g-anepPj-chf5vm-bPDU1n-GNgmTC-bAwFYQ-bAKfmA-Uig9ZQ-dBxZD6-bPDTNZ-bAKeW1-bPDU3V-bAPxjJ-c7aJjS-c7dXLo-coidn7-bAwFXj-coidfb-bAPwSb-bAPwX1-bAPx73-bPrk7H-c7dXYY-bPDTKt-bPDTJp-bPDTGP-bAwFZU-bPDTUZ-bAPxtN-4qokiM-bAPxoY-bPJc8K-bAKf6Q-bAPxnw-bPJceT-coid6C-bPDbWc-bPJc2n-bPJbNZ-coidzN
https://www.flickr.com/photos/seattlemunicipalarchives/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cdcglobal/36813879320/in/photolist-Y67KKf-2kgtSaW-2hEYfL9-twSTGr-fNT2rW-Mhh9zc-2avVk47-27Qr6SG-LLKjiH-BaGwqh-Lk5pNa-MwsBjH-5ujqmN-2oAC5m5-2gB3Var-7dtXVW-rPHhtM-s72rpU-2abLjF7-MwsBhD-2ogMaMy-sKShxr-27Qr4EA-2avVjuG-twSTHi-2m5iDJ1-fNT2YJ-bSQLnn-fNAtBa-fNT371-fNT3eY-r48VyF-ramYY8-8VwiHL-2hF277N-J1AvdB-fNT2vJ-fNAszr-7N5Zve-G25fvR-FYL4sC-G5CFWJ-e4ZH5y-2fjdVB2-7aDhFi-e2vWxk-cBBTpJ-a21xQf-7aCrYR-7aDkKr
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cdcglobal/
CC%20BY%202.0


Assessment and Girls 3

Preparing for Covid-19 vaccinations by President 

of Ukraine is licensed CC PD 1.0
USAG Humphreys takes top honors for excellence in social 

media communications by USAG Humphreys is licensed 

CC BY 2.0  

Village Meeting by Rod Waddington is licensed CC BY-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/president_of_ukraine/50922326812/in/photolist-2kzQeDW-23ErqzK-c4skJq-HgJFPv-2kzPzDm-kVUSH-8N49N9-7Ljyw4-MwsBjH-NLk7qP-2gVirKD-2gVivxD-TNR5Ae-RAgWYL-SSLrt2-SCUQrb-RAe5UG-SP36gm-ShMpm3-RA7HWG-RA6Cky-ShDYoG-SCUTCw-RCHsCc-ShNHuq-SSHFYR-RCHLez-RCQbMv-pkx6wK-c4saud-E9cq18-2mYhjPf-2osvd4d-2ostXHn-2obX5hE-PbChUo-2ossUcP-UQErui-2ossV4U-SCWGJd-SSGFhT-9RiFmp-f8qnwU-2ht3utB-2ossU97-jEDKxw-SCS1fW-SCRxjm-RA8CDA-SSL7TX
https://www.flickr.com/photos/president_of_ukraine/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/president_of_ukraine/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usaghumphreys/6773744056/in/photolist-bjzd7C-2nLvgya-5cWaXg-5ZuauN-2gViCB8-WAbCKk-RCLsW2-SCTkCm-SFn61r-6eMSU8-SPbhSS-RAdh4C-SP6zgo-SFobQk-SFir9k-SFiitR-SCJaQy-SCJ8zS-gXoeK4-SSKYzn-SCW2yj-SNZUSj-Hr99wZ-RCQeBt-SFs868-ShT34S-RCJXzZ-SP3nPS-SFidnD-ShK9UG-gXnfdn-RAeBiY-SSEfNX-ShKxRo-SCNBk3-W2dGHB-JkQgKc-SCZY5N-SFquze-VUpg1d-7Loxsu-bxu6C4-RAbEbN-ShE2rA-7LjxKn-SCUHeW-SFokLg-RCNF2v-baYy1c-2hYvjuM
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usaghumphreys/6773744056/in/photolist-bjzd7C-2nLvgya-5cWaXg-5ZuauN-2gViCB8-WAbCKk-RCLsW2-SCTkCm-SFn61r-6eMSU8-SPbhSS-RAdh4C-SP6zgo-SFobQk-SFir9k-SFiitR-SCJaQy-SCJ8zS-gXoeK4-SSKYzn-SCW2yj-SNZUSj-Hr99wZ-RCQeBt-SFs868-ShT34S-RCJXzZ-SP3nPS-SFidnD-ShK9UG-gXnfdn-RAeBiY-SSEfNX-ShKxRo-SCNBk3-W2dGHB-JkQgKc-SCZY5N-SFquze-VUpg1d-7Loxsu-bxu6C4-RAbEbN-ShE2rA-7LjxKn-SCUHeW-SFokLg-RCNF2v-baYy1c-2hYvjuM
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usaghumphreys/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/rod_waddington/50293698046/in/photolist-2jChmdW-2kLCeD2-2nG7pZB-J1qbtp-3D8P2U-Fb3bBZ-KCELa2-2ncXSTz-dyedNz-257jfg7-2nc2Tzq-2ostTz7-MJbLLq-RDqwNd-282ifx9-2onmo1j-2jM6Chy-2gBHgF-2ossU7U-q2Ru2R-QJsFcj-SFo7H2-2osv9rU-2oC7xi3-49eeGq-R6bqS7-2osvecv-dPcqJ1-2i9w9ck-KSVnz5-qjEKaa-2osveeE-2osva1K-nVVxgf-2osAyzQ-Wov8AF-a5nCpJ-7z6ymz-2mEfyHA-E6qhUM-2oswD38-2osq5mi-2ostT2P-RAce6L-2hsZK41-RCLfoM-qa4qf1-EsjWNj-4G3UB9-hChkZ6
https://www.flickr.com/photos/rod_waddington/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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• Saudi Arabia’s first female 
astronaut launched into space 
on SpaceX rocket | Euronews

• Autumn Peltier: Meet the 'water 
protector' of Canada's First 
Nations | CNN

• Cara Bez Geldud speaks to the 
power of educated mothers on 
their own children and the wider 
community.

https://www.euronews.com/next/2023/05/22/saudi-arabia-launches-first-women-into-space
https://www.euronews.com/next/2023/05/22/saudi-arabia-launches-first-women-into-space
https://www.euronews.com/next/2023/05/22/saudi-arabia-launches-first-women-into-space
https://www.cnn.com/2022/08/09/americas/autumn-peltier-water-protector-first-nations-canada-spc/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/08/09/americas/autumn-peltier-water-protector-first-nations-canada-spc/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/08/09/americas/autumn-peltier-water-protector-first-nations-canada-spc/index.html
https://www.tiktok.com/@carabezgeduld/video/7224230538033270021?_r=1&_t=8bkG2taZOn0


Assessment and AI 1

• Write an essay of 1,500 words explaining the 
causes of the Second World War. Identify at least 
10 key facts. (20 marks)

• Examine the attached PDFs of documents from the 
period leading up to the Second World War. Based 
on this evidence, construct an argument for how 
the war could have been avoided. (20 marks)

• Interview a second-world war veteran. Discuss the 
impact of the war on the veteran and their family. 
Write up your discussion in the form of an essay. 
(20 marks)



Assessment and AI 2

• We could try to ban it … 

• or we could …

• Explore co-creation (Bozkurt & Sharma, 2023)

• Use AI to help develop personalised assessment instruments (OER Africa, 
2023)

• Build assessment activities around current events (Ratten & Jones, 2023)

• Use AI to provide formative feedback (Baidoo-Anu & Owuso Ansah, 2023)

• Critique a response generated by AI from alternative perspectives (Cooper, 
2023)

• Reinforce principles of academic integrity and require acknowledgement 
of how AI was used (Eke, 2023)

• “ …focus on the process of learning over its outputs, higher-order thinking, 
and authentic applications.” (Smolansky, et al., 2023)



Assessment and 
AI 3

• Use online quizzes with zero assessment marks to confirm threshold concepts and unlock future 
content.

• Consider flipped assessments and the like, where the activity is based on critical thinking activities 
that reflect and analyse ChatGPT output.

• Consider assessments that require creativity and go beyond writing. Such an example is 
illustrated in Nikolic and Raad (Citation2021).

• Develop assessments where ChatGPT is used to undertake calculations, but the solution comes 
from the creativity of the student.

• Use ChatGPT as an education tool to teach introductory programming, and moving earlier to 
more complex tasks that go beyond easily developed solutions. Consider teaching how ChatGPT 
can be used to easily move from one programming language to the next.

• Make greater use of interview-based assessment where the teaching staff probe students’ 
understanding. This limits the ability of students to memorise responses.

• Encourage greater use of project-based and/or experimental/laboratory learning experiences 
where solutions are unique and require experience to document and explain.

• For projects and for research, ChatGPT can be an invaluable tool. While difficult to provide 
students a solution, it is powerful in providing them with editing support, direction, scaffolding 
and ideas that will give them momentum to complete the required activities. We need to learn 
how to embrace it.

Nicolic et al., 2023

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03043797.2023.2213169


Samoa pioneers AI-powered learner support

https://www.col.org/news/samoa-pioneers-ai-powered-learner-support/


Assessment and evaluation

• Assessment of/for/as learning in multiple forms incl self-, peer- and tutor-assessment

• Evaluation of whether assessment evidence demonstrates that pre-specified outcomes 
have been met

• Evaluation of whether the learning programme was successful in promoting student 
learning



Assessment, Evaluation 
and Girls’ Education

• Does enrolment of girls match or exceed broader 
demographics? If not, intervene.

• Does retention of girls match or exceed broader 
demographics? If not, intervene.

• Does performance of girls match or exceed 
broader demographics? If not, intervene.

• Do pass rates of girls match or exceed broader 
demographics? If not, intervene.

• Does progression of girls match or exceed 
broader demographics? If not, intervene.

• Close the feedback loop using M&E findings for 
continuous improvement and use technology/AI 
to help with the process and reporting.

School Girls by Kandukuru Nagarjun is licensed CC BY 2.0   

https://www.flickr.com/photos/nagarjun/40595266361/in/photolist-24Rgmnx-UCQJjc-7AarZH-4XRQGg-i4mr9i-4XVN9L-9sfB6H-6kBAQv-pE1YsU-mjHbjS-oPGfMP-i4na2z-7157cV-8V8HAT-2GZqxv-3VNSp-WFYhYx-9oDFNn-8V8HJ4-MkmX6S-7te9Na-9oDF6i-dP9kJd-kjLZid-79xHCG-cuENf9-mkK9vk-9aWUyU-8VbNgQ-aooqxx-agTZPu-6fM2R2-6kFLsC-6P2KV7-6kBAM6-9oDFbx-4w3Yo9-4XWcoJ-8GjmKn-agRbV8-MkmWzG-2i1FWQL-8VbN8u-8DugTu-gUXYKA-6fM31H-8V8HKz-4w3Z1m-6kFLKY-rjUCHZ
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nagarjun/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Let’s ask Bing 
Chat

• How can generative AI support 
assessment and evaluation for 
girls?

Generative AI can provide an objective 
assessment of student work, reducing 
the risk of bias in grading. This can help 
eliminate disparities that may arise due 
to factors such as race, gender, and 
socioeconomic status. An objective 
assessment can also help educators 
provide fair evaluations and reduce the 
risk of grading errors1.

There are also tools that can generate 
images, such as Midjourney, Stable 
Diffusion, and DALL-E2. However, at the 
moment this resource is only focused on 
tools that generate text2.

I hope this helps!

1How to Use Generative AI in Assessment - Edtech Empire 
| Edtech Blog

2Teaching and Learning in an Era of Generative AI - UBC 
Centre for Teaching, Learning and Technology

3Designing assessments (ubc.ca)

4The Cambridge approach to generative AI and 
assessment | Cambridge University Press & Assessment

https://edtechempire.com/how-to-use-generative-ai-in-assessment/
https://edtechempire.com/how-to-use-generative-ai-in-assessment/
https://edtechempire.com/how-to-use-generative-ai-in-assessment/
https://edtechempire.com/how-to-use-generative-ai-in-assessment/
https://ctlt.ubc.ca/resources/assessment-design-in-an-era-of-generative-ai/
https://ctlt.ubc.ca/resources/assessment-design-in-an-era-of-generative-ai/
https://ctlt.ubc.ca/resources/assessment-design-in-an-era-of-generative-ai/
https://ctlt.ubc.ca/resources/assessment-design-in-an-era-of-generative-ai/
https://ctlt.ubc.ca/resources/assessment-design-in-an-era-of-generative-ai/
https://ctlt.ubc.ca/resources/assessment-design-in-an-era-of-generative-ai/
https://edtechempire.com/how-to-use-generative-ai-in-assessment/
https://edtechempire.com/how-to-use-generative-ai-in-assessment/
https://ctlt.ubc.ca/resources/assessment-design-in-an-era-of-generative-ai/
https://ctlt.ubc.ca/resources/assessment-design-in-an-era-of-generative-ai/
https://ctlt.ubc.ca/resources/assessment-design-in-an-era-of-generative-ai/suggestions-for-assignment-and-assessment-design/
https://www.cambridge.org/news-and-insights/news/The-Cambridge-approach-to-generative-AI-and-assessment
https://www.cambridge.org/news-and-insights/news/The-Cambridge-approach-to-generative-AI-and-assessment


And again …
• How do we overcome the 

challenge of students 
getting their assignment 
essays written by 
generative AI and not 
acknowledging this 
support?

One way to overcome this challenge is to 
include a statement in the course syllabus and 
course assignments that clearly outlines what AI 
technology is allowed and what is not allowed1.

Another way is to design assessments that 
mitigate or encourage the use of AI tools in your 
teaching2. For example, scaffold or build 
assignments so that students are working 
towards a final product for submission. This 
effective approach benefits the students’ writing 
and learning and also creates authentic 
conditions that are more likely to deter use of 
generative AI1.

In addition, using generative AI tools to 
substantially complete an assignment or exam 
(e.g. by entering exam or assignment questions) 
is not permitted. Students should acknowledge 
the use of generative AI (other than incidental 
use) and default to disclosing such assistance 
when in doubt3.

I hope this helps!

• 1. Generative Artificial Intelligence in the Classroom - Centre for Teaching Support 
& Innovation (utoronto.ca)

• 2. https://ctlt.ubc.ca/resources/assessment-design-in-an-era-of-generative-
ai/suggestions-for-assignment-and-assessment-design/

• 3. AI Tools in Teaching and Learning | Teaching Commons (stanford.edu)

• 4. Syllabus-Language-for-Gen-AI-April-2023.pdf (utoronto.ca)

https://teaching.utoronto.ca/resources/generative-artificial-intelligence-in-the-classroom/
https://teaching.utoronto.ca/resources/generative-artificial-intelligence-in-the-classroom/
https://teaching.utoronto.ca/resources/generative-artificial-intelligence-in-the-classroom/
https://teaching.utoronto.ca/resources/generative-artificial-intelligence-in-the-classroom/
https://ctlt.ubc.ca/resources/assessment-design-in-an-era-of-generative-ai/suggestions-for-assignment-and-assessment-design/
https://ctlt.ubc.ca/resources/assessment-design-in-an-era-of-generative-ai/suggestions-for-assignment-and-assessment-design/
https://ctlt.ubc.ca/resources/assessment-design-in-an-era-of-generative-ai/suggestions-for-assignment-and-assessment-design/
https://teaching.utoronto.ca/resources/generative-artificial-intelligence-in-the-classroom/
https://teaching.utoronto.ca/resources/generative-artificial-intelligence-in-the-classroom/
https://teaching.utoronto.ca/resources/generative-artificial-intelligence-in-the-classroom/
https://teaching.utoronto.ca/resources/generative-artificial-intelligence-in-the-classroom/
https://teaching.utoronto.ca/resources/generative-artificial-intelligence-in-the-classroom/
https://teachingcommons.stanford.edu/news/ai-tools-teaching-and-learning
https://teaching.utoronto.ca/resources/generative-artificial-intelligence-in-the-classroom/
https://teaching.utoronto.ca/resources/generative-artificial-intelligence-in-the-classroom/
https://ctlt.ubc.ca/resources/assessment-design-in-an-era-of-generative-ai/suggestions-for-assignment-and-assessment-design/
https://ctlt.ubc.ca/resources/assessment-design-in-an-era-of-generative-ai/suggestions-for-assignment-and-assessment-design/
https://teachingcommons.stanford.edu/news/ai-tools-teaching-and-learning
https://www.viceprovostundergrad.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/275/2023/04/Syllabus-Language-for-Gen-AI-April-2023.pdf


Teaching 
with AI 

(openai.com)

https://openai.com/blog/teaching-with-ai
https://openai.com/blog/teaching-with-ai
https://openai.com/blog/teaching-with-ai


AI Competency 
Frameworks for 
Students and 
Teachers | UNESCO

metamorworks/Shutterstock.com

https://www.unesco.org/en/digital-education/ai-future-learning/competency-frameworks
https://www.unesco.org/en/digital-education/ai-future-learning/competency-frameworks
https://www.unesco.org/en/digital-education/ai-future-learning/competency-frameworks
https://www.unesco.org/en/digital-education/ai-future-learning/competency-frameworks


Way forward
Send me a proposal!
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