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Climate Crisis in the 
Commonwealth

Source: https://weltrisikobericht.de/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/WorldRiskReport_2021_Online.pdf

8 of the top 10 countries 
prone to natural disasters 
are in the Commonwealth:

1.Vanuatu 
2.Solomon Islands
3.Tonga
4.Dominica
5.Antigua and Barbuda; 
6.Brunei Darussalam; 
7.Guyana;
9.Papua New Guinea 

• Disproportionately affects the 
Commonwealth

• 32 small states most vulnerable to 
climate change



At the current rate there will 
be larger and more frequent 
climate related disasters
Source: The Commonwealth Secretariat. 'Climate Change'. https://thecommonwealth.org/climate-change

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-57668738 Coquihalla on fire  - BC Ministry of Transport 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/tranbc/51382748573

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Meritt_BC_Flooding_November_2021.png

https://thecommonwealth.org/climate-change


Cyclone Idai, Mozambique
Classrooms affected: 3,504; Students affected: 335,132

CARE; Retrieved from https://www.care.org/emergencies/cyclone-idai |  
UNICEF, 2019. https://www.unicef.org/mozambique/en/cyclone-idai-and-kenneth

Hurricane Dorian, The Bahamas
Devastated schools on Grand Bahama and Abacos Islands

80 per cent of Tonga population impacted by 
eruption and tsunami

Volcanic eruption leaves ‘entire population’ of 
Saint Vincent without clean water

UN News, https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/01/1110162 UN News, https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/04/1089592



Impact of the climate crisis on education

Infrastructural damage

Damage to resource and materials

Loss of data and records

Collapse of systems = Out of school youth



Education: Impact on Climate

DIRECT

• Emissions from 
construction of 
schools/infrastructure

• Emissions from 
energy use in schools 

• Learner emissions

INDIRECT

• Emissions from 
‘development’ and 
economic growth 
associated with 
higher levels of 
education in a 
country



COL 
Approach



Reduction of carbon emissions

Raising awareness on disaster preparedness

Reskilling people for a greener future

Resilience for the education sector



Reduction: 
Decreasing the carbon emissions 
of education sector through ODL

Co2



Research on Emissions 
and ODL

Source: Carr et.al. Delivery Mode and Learner Emissions: Comparative Study from Botswana. W. Leal Filho and S. L. Hemstock (eds.), Climate Change and the Role of Education, Springer Nature. In Production.

Travel – greatest 
contributor

Mode of delivery -
determinant

3x less carbon emissions



Raising Awareness: 
Public education campaigns 

for resilience



Dominica on a path to 
becoming a climate-resilient 
nation



Re-skilling: 
Training people for the green jobs 

of tomorrow





Resilience: 
Making the education sector 

more resilient 



Green Teacher



Towards 
a Green 

Learning
Agenda



Views from the Commonwealth: 
26 countries

• Integrating climate literacy in the curriculum

• Aligning climate change policies with education 
policies and better coordination between 
ministries

• Building the capacity of teachers

• Digitising and sharing indigenous knowledge 
related to environmental conservation

• Developing ICT infrastructure—access to 
devices and connectivity



COL’s High-Level Panel 
on Climate Change and 
Education met 
24 January 2022 to map 
course of actions



Views of the High-Level Panel

• Urgent action required

• Need for behavioural change for climate action

• Engage and empower youth

• Promote disaster response and recovery through 
education and lifelong learning

• Promote collaboration esp with the private sector



Green Learning Agenda for the 
Commonwealth

• Climate Change and the Commonwealth

• Equity and Inclusion: small states, LDCs, vulnerable 
communities

• Greening Commonwealth Education Systems

• A new Green Learning Agenda for the Commonwealth

• Role of Technology

• Recommendations for Action



Skills for green jobs

Skills aimed at 
fulfilling the 
requirements of 
green jobs and 
supporting the 
transition to a low-
carbon green 
economy

Green life skills

Cross-cutting skills 
that serve both 
technical, 
instrumental, and 
adaptive, 
transformative ends

Skills for a green 
transformation

Adaptive skills aimed 
at transforming 
unjust social and 
economic structures

Source: https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Brookings-Green-Learning-FINAL.pdf

Green learning agenda



Thank you

The contents of this presentation, with the exception of logos and graphics which are the property of the 
respective owners, is made available under Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-SA 4.0). 

www.col.org


