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The purpose of COL is

άΧǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŘŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

learning, making use of the potential offered by 
distance education and by the application of 

communication technologiesǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ /h[Ωǎ 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭΧǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ 

capacities to develop the human resourcesΧέ

MOU, CHOGM 1988, amended 1995



To help Commonwealth governments and 
institutions use technologies to improve and 
expand learning for sustainable development



COL Board of Governors
Vancouver, June 2019



Who supports COL?

Canada 

UK

India

Australia

New Zealand

Nigeria

South Africa

The number of countries contributing increased 
from 23in 2003-06 to 48currently



RETRIDOL (West Africa) SADC-CDE (Southern Africa)

PACFOLD (Pacific) CCCL (Europe)

COL Regional Centres



Regional Office 
CEMCA

Bangladesh 

Brunei 
Darussalam

India

Malaysia

Pakistan

Singapore

Sri Lanka



Africa and Europe Asia

COL Focal Points
Our direct link to each country

Pacific Caribbean
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Feb 2018 Aug 2018





Professor Mohamed Ally
Centre for Distance Education, Athabasca University (Canada)

Professor Mpine Makoe
Institute for Open and Distance Learning, University of South Africa (South Africa)

Professor TV Prabhakar
Department of Computer Science, Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur (India)



Professor George Veletsianos, School of Education and 
Technology, Royal Roads University (Canada)

Professor Martin Weller, Institute of Educational 
Technology, The Open University (United Kingdom)



The Commonwealth
54 developed and developing nations around the world 



The Commonwealth

Source:  The Commonwealth Secretariat, Fast facts on the Commonwealth, retrieved on 7 November, 2017

Å65% of 
children 
entering 
primary school 
today will 
work in 
completely 
new job types 
ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ 
exist.

Åpopulation 2.4 billion, 
more than 60% 
under 30

http://thecommonwealth.org/fastfacts


17 million primary aged 
children not in school

16 millionlower secondary 
youth out of school

3%more boys than girls 
enrolled in primary schools but 
boys underrepresented and 
underperforming at the 
secondary level

400 million 
illiterate adults

This Photoby Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://cronkite.asu.edu/buffett/dr/religion.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Å60% of the 
Commonwealth=small 
states: affected by 
climate change

ÅYouth 
unemployment high

Å12 years of quality 
education for all boys 
and girls: CHOGM





Leveraging New and 
Existing Technologies



To Address Shared Challenges

Access Quality

Equity Cost



Two Major Sectors

Education Skills

Gender



Education Initiatives

ÅHigher Education 

Å Open and distance learning (ODL) policies and systems

Å Curriculum reform

Å Technical assistance

Å Quality Assurance systems

Å Open Educational Resources (OER)

Å Professional development. 



Education Initiatives

ω Open/Innovative Schooling 

Å Developing curriculum content using OER and educational technologies

Å Targeting out-of-school children

Å Enhancing the quality of conventional schooling 

Å Improving learner retention and success rates through open schools



Education Initiatives

ω Teacher Education 

Å Improving quality of teaching and learning outcomes

Å Increasing institutional capacity in using ODL and ICT 

Å Developing and scaling up the adoption and adaptation of OER for school-based teacher 
development. 



Virtual University for Small States of 
the Commonwealth



Education Initiatives

ÅVirtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth (VUSSC) 

Å A network of 31 small countries that work collaboratively 

Å to expand access to and improve the quality of 

Å post-secondary education in their countries.

Å VUSSC supports institutional collaboration in developing and sharing OER

Å leverages ODL and technologies to address climate change and environmental issues

Å supports institutions in adopting and delivering VUSSC programmes



Skills Initiatives

ÅLifelong Learning for Farmers (L3F)

Å Uses ODL and ICT to build the capacity of farmers 

Å Promotes sustainable development 

Å Focus on livelihoods security, social and gender equity, and environmental sustainability. 



Skills Initiatives

ω Technical and Vocational Skills Development (TVSD)

Å Supports broad capability building to help policy makers, managers, and staff 

Å Utilizes technology for flexible skills development

Å Focuses on workplace learning combined with ODL models 

Å Ensures learners achieve theoretical and practical competency

Å Increases access to TVSD across the Commonwealth



Skills Initiatives

ω Technology-Enabled Learning (TEL) 

Å Develops policies for ICT in education and OER

Å Strengthens policy implementation

Å Bolsters research on technology-enabled learning for advocacy and decision-making

Å Uses technology-enabled learning for programme delivery

Å Promotes the use of open technologies and OER for skills development



COL Special Projects

ÅOER

Å OER capacity building

Å Integration of ICT in teaching and learning

Å Policy development for OER 

Å Development of relevant courses by repurposing OER

ÅGIRLS Inspire

Å{ǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ-
to-reach women and girls using open, distance and technology-enabled learning. 



$
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GROWTH

Learning for Sustainable Development



$
ECONOMIC 
GROWTH

Learning for Sustainable Development



Commonwealth Executive MBA/MPA

Å11 partner institutions
ÅEnrolment of over 30,000
Å14,000graduated

ECONOMIC GROWTH: Raymond Loh: CEMBA Graduate -άΧƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƻǾŜǊ пл ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦέ



Benefits

Graduates saw on increase 
of 38%in monthly income

For every $1 invested, learners received $ 3.40in direct returns
1:3.4

An increase of 28.5% points 
in the probability of being 
promoted

ECONOMIC GROWTH: CEMBA/MPA at AllamaIqbal Open University, Pakistan



69%less direct 

cost to the VUSSC 
students in tuition 
fees

9%

Reduced Costs/Increased Benefits

77%

VUSSC working students 

ECONOMIC GROWTH:  Virtual University for Small States of the 
Commonwealth (VUSSC)

Campus based



Graduation

ÅFirst cohort graduate after 
following a full-time Diploma 
in Sustainable Agriculture for 
Small States, Samoa and are in 
full time employment 

ECONOMIC GROWTH:  Virtual University for Small States of the 
Commonwealth (VUSSC)



Å550% increase in Open Distance & Flexible 
Learning (ODFL) students 
Å50% college revenue from ODFL programmes
Å20% increase in student pass rates

ECONOMIC GROWTH: Technical Vocational Skills Development Technical 
Vocational Teachers College, Zambia



ECONOMIC GROWTH: 1% increase in empowerment. 2.3% increase in profit



ECONOMIC GROWTH: Every $1 invested resulted in $9 worth of income and assets.



$
SOCIAL INCLUSION

Learning for Sustainable Development



SOCIAL INCLUSION: Lifelong Learning for Farmers (L3F)

Content and Web Manager 
ŦƻǊ ŀ CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ

Facebook content:600 
different content uploaded

Youtube: 500 videos of 
farmers field experiences

Whatsapp: 150 organic 
agriculture based content

Trained:over 1000 farmers 



SOCIAL INCLUSION



ÅThe probability 
of being 
employed 
increased by 
50%

Å Income 
increased by 5 
times 



$
ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSERVATION

Learning for Sustainable Development



ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION: ODL students have 1/3rd carbon footprint 
compared to campus-based students - Botswana



Blue Economy
Research Institute

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION: Understanding the Blue Economy - Seychelles



Green Teacher - NigeriaENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSERVATION


