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• Three generations of Open Education

• Open Education Resource (OER) model: 
COLCOL

• Future implications: learner; pedagogy; 
higher education? 
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The rise of open universities: first 
generation

• Starting with the Launch of the UK OU in 1969Starting with the Launch of the UK OU in 1969



The philosophy of ‘open-ness’

• Open as to people 
• Open as to places 
• Open as to methods, and, finally 
• Open as to ideas

– Lord Crowther



‘open-ness’ in practice 

• No entry qualifications
• Credit banking
• Cafeteria approach for courses:  

• Pedagogy: behaviorist and constructivist
• Principal technologies

– print and post
– radio/TV broadcasts
– teleconferencing



Key developments in the second 
tigeneration

• 1984: first online courses
• 1989: Internet
• 1992: www
• 1994: first online MBA (Athabasca)• 1994: first online MBA (Athabasca)
• 1996: first web-based course delivery

1999 l i bj LMS’• 1999: learning objects; LMS’s



Open Education: Second 
G tiGeneration

Wid U f W b d O li T h l i• Wider Use of Web and Online Technologies

I i i K A• Interactivity: Key Aspect

• Much higher level of personalisation through 
technology mediation

• Blended & flexible approaches to learning



Third Generation: OERThird Generation: OER





Th Vi l U i i f S llThe Virtual University for Small 
States of the Commonwealth     

The Commonwealth of Learning



THE COL APPROACH TO OER



Implications for the learnerImplications for the learner

• New learner of the 1980’sNew learner of the 1980 s
• Digital native

Ulti t l• Ultimate learner

• consumer as producer?
• self-directed learning?self directed learning?
• what type of learner support?



Implications for PedagogyImplications for Pedagogy

(Meta-analysis by Bernard et al.)

St d t C t t # 1Student <> Content     # 1

St d t St d t # 2Student <> Student   # 2

St d t T h # 3Student <> Teacher  # 3



Implications for PedagogyImplications for Pedagogy

• Behaviorist: Teacher-StudentBehaviorist: Teacher Student
• Constructivist: Student-Student
• Connectivist: Student-Content

-Terry Anderson 2010

• A mix of all three approaches?
• The role of the teacher?• The role of the teacher?
• What types of assessment?



Implications for Higher EducationImplications for Higher Education

• Social entrepreneurship in education on the rise

• Ground up developments can impact• Ground-up developments can impact 
institutionalised, top-down processes

• New incentives necessary for established players
– The Rise of Degree Granting/Assessment Bodies? 
– New qualifications?
– What of quality?



Thank youThank you

www.col.org


