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OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

An important new development 
for education at all levels
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CONTENT?

1. Creative Commons….

2. Web 2.0
Implications????





The Commonwealth



“help developing countries 
use technology to increase 
the scope, scale and impact 

of learning”



The Commonwealth of Learning

Learning for Development



Amartya Sen

Development

as 

Freedom



Education for All
(The Dakar Goals)

Peace
Democracy
Equality
Good governance



EDUCATION

LEARNING FOR
LIVELIHOODS

HUMAN
ENVIRONMENT



EDUCATION

LEARNING FOR
LIVELIHOODS

HUMAN
ENVIRONMENT

Policy

Systems

Models

Materials



Whose is the content?
Commonwealth Executive

- MBA programme

- MPA programme



Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth
P A R T I C I P A T I N G   C O U N T R I E S



The Commonwealth



Small States



Caribbean



. . . a linking structure . . .
to help build human capacity and strengthen 

countries



The Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth

“not a new university but 
a collaborative network 

that will expand and 
strengthen the 

programmes of their 
existing tertiary 

institutions”



The Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth

Employment-related programmes:

- Tourism, Hospitality, Small Business

- Professional Development: Education

- Life Skills

- Disaster Management

- Fisheries

- Construction

in eLearning mode



Mauritius VUSSC Boot Camp – August 2006

“negotiated collaborative contents”



The Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth

Course development workshops (“Boot camps” )

Tourism & Entrepreneurship

Professional Development of Educators

Life Skills

Disaster Management

Fisheries



Seychelles VUSSC Workshop – March 2008

“negotiated collaborative contents”



The Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth

“The eMaterials 
should be as freely 

available as 
possible to VUSSC 

institutions and 
worldwide”





Material must be licensed:

CC-BY-SA
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Difficulties
for VUSSC

- Group wants to work privately

- Desire to use more restricted materials
(rather than re-creating content ab initio)

- Desire for tools on proprietary software



Instructional Design Template
http://www.col.org/colweb/site/pid/3145



Approach # 1: (CC-BY-NC*)

1. Search for good source materials (frequently 
CC- BY-NC*) and draft new material with 
the necessary customisations, using any word 
processor;

2. Apply the instructional design template to it;

3. Share the result in Basecamp.

* NC = Non-Commercial



BaseCamp is an online project-
management service that supports 
team discussions and accepts 
multiple formats of documents, 
which carry any copyright. It is used 
by a million companies world wide 
to manage teamwork.



Approach # 2: (CC-BY-SA)

1. Develop course material collaboratively on 
the Wiki to ‘good draft’ and remove it;

2. Add any course elements that have more 
restrictive licenses than CC-BY-SA noting 
the nature of the licenses;

3. Apply the instructional design template to it;

4. Share the result in Basecamp.



Learning4Content

“To build a community… that works collaboratively to 
develop free content lessons and other educational materials 

for use by educators, students and lifelong learners.

Learning4Content provides free skills training in Wiki 
technology for educators in the Commonwealth. In return, 

educators sign a Learning Contract, agreeing to provide a free 
content lesson on WikiEducator.



Horses for courses
(What counts is what works!)

Match license to purpose



Web 2.0

The

Interactive

Web



Knowledge Finder

yourminis

Find your friends on hi5



Knowledge Finder

yourminis

Find your friends on hi5“educational management is r
esponding, 

if at all, 

in a very uncertain and ad hoc manner”



Constructivist theories
Student capabilities:

- communications skills, 
- critical thinking, 
- problem solving, 
- ICT skills, 
- initiative, 
- flexibility
- independence
- teamwork



Objectivist practice
- knowledge defined by experts, 
- learn, understand, reproduce, 
- right answers,
- proper ways of thinking,
- correct, authoritative,
- well structured.



Knowledge Finder

yourminis

Find your friends on hi5

“no sense of hierarchy”



“eLearning is not 
a constructivist 

approach to 
learning in and of 

itself”



Constructivist approaches

require more work 
from both 
teachers 

and 
students!



BEWARE

DEGREE MILLS & BOGUS COLLEGES



BEWARE

DEGREE MILLS & BOGUS COLLEGES

Degree mills are a special threat to eLearning 
because some jurisdictions… have put an 

outright ban on the recognition of qualifications 
gained online.



SUMMARY

1. How open is an OER?
What counts is what works!



SUMMARY

1. How open is an OER?
What counts is what works!

2. Web 2.0 Student=Teacher
More work for both!
Beware the degree mill!



THANK YOU

Commonwealth of Learning
www.col.org


