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General  

 
Health  
 
Maternal mortality rate per 100,000 live birth 78 2015 

est. 
CIA, 2017 

Infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births 15.1 2016 
est. 

CIA, 2017 

Under-five mortality rate for males per 1,000 live 
births 

29.8 2012 UN Statistics, 
2015 

Under-five mortality rate for females per 1,000 live 
births 

25.2 2012 UN Statistics, 
2015 

Births attended by a skilled health professional 89 2014 WHO, 2016 

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged 15–49 No 
Data 

  

Life expectancy for men 71.8 2016 
est. 

CIA, 2017 

Life expectancy for women 75.1 2016 
est. 

CIA, 2017 

 
Education  

 MALES FEMALES YEAR 
Youth literacy rate, ages 15-24 95.49% 95.99% 2015 
Adult literacy rate, ages 15+ 86.45% 83.68% 2015 
Net enrolment rate in primary education 84.65% 87.09% 2015 
Gross enrolment ratio in secondary education 53.35% 56.43% 2015 
Gross enrolment ratio in tertiary education No Data No Data 2012 

* ALL DATA FROM UNESCO INSTITUTE OF STATISTICS, 2017 
 

• Female graduates from tertiary education (2003) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 
2015): 36.2%  

• Female students enrolled in engineering, construction and manufacturing tertiary 
education programs: Insufficient data 

• Female teachers in primary education (2010) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 
53.9%  

• Female teachers in secondary education (2002) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 
2015): 35.6%  

• Female teachers in tertiary education: Insufficient data 
  

 MALES FEMALES YEAR 
Total population under 15 51,160 49,073 2017 
Total population over 15 87,545 89,776 2017 

* ALL DATA FROM CIA, 2017 



Gender Country Profile 

Vanuatu 

 2 

 

June 2017 ∣ CC BY SA 

Economic Activity  
• Males over 15 who are active in the labour force (2016) (World Bank, 2017): 80.6% 
• Females over 15 who are active in the labour force (2016) (World Bank, 2017):  

61.6% 
• Proportion of adults (15 years and older) with an account at a bank or other financial 

institution, or with a money mobile service provider (2011) (UN Statistics, 2017): N/A  
 
Decision-Making  

• Proportion of seats held by women in National Parliament (2016) (World Bank, 
2017): 0 

 
Human Rights  

• Girls married before 15 (UNICEF, 2016): 3% 
• Females married between 15 and 19 (World Economic Forum, 2013): 21% 
• Women subjected to physical/sexual violence by an intimate partner during their 

lifetime (UN Women, 2016): 60% 
• Women subjected to physical/sexual violence by an intimate partner or a non-

partner during the last 12 months (UN Women, 2016): 44% 
 

Gender and Development Trends in Vanuatu 
 
Health 
Vanuatu achieved a 64% reduction in infant mortality rates and under age 5-years mortality 
rates between 1990 and 2013 (UNICEF, 2013, p. 5). 
 
The birth rate among adolescent girls ages 15–19 years decreased by 30% from 1999 to 
2009 to 64/1000 live births.  However, anecdotal reports from the remote Torba Province 
suggest a high teenage pregnancy rate of 50%.  This signals a lack of education in sexual and 
reproductive health, as well as an unmet need for contraception (UNICEF, 2013, p. 12). 
 
Education 
In Vanuatu, there is relative gender parity in primary schools; approximately 2% of boys of 
primary school age are out of school compared to 3% of girls of the same age (Education 
Policy Data Centre, 2014). 
 
However, disparities do appear at the tertiary level: fewer females (4.3%) have completed 
tertiary or vocational education than males (6.3%) (Vanuatu Ministry of Health et. al., 2014, 
p. 14). 
 
Economy 
In 2011, 61% of women in Vanuatu were in the labour force, working mostly in agriculture. 
They represent just 33% of workers in the formal sector; they are mostly self-employed in 
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microenterprises or in agriculture (Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 
2014, p. 2) 
 
Governance 
No women serve in the 52-member parliament, and although eight women contested the 
January election, gender stereotypes continue to enforce male dominance and caregiving 
roles for women (U.S. Department of State, 2016). 
 
In over thirty years of self-government, Vanuatu has had five women members of 
Parliament (Government of the Republic of Vanuatu, 2010). 
 
 

Human Rights 
A 2011 nation-wide survey conducted by the Vanuatu Women’s Centre, found that “many 
women agree with a range of statements that seriously undermine women’s rights – such as 
the notion that a good wife must obey her husband even if she disagrees with him (50%); 
that the man should be the boss (40%); that she becomes his property after bride price is 
paid (53%); or that he should choose her friends (50%)” (Vanuatu Women’s Centre et. al., 
2011, p. 16). 
 

Vanuatu SDG Progress Profile 
 

• Vanuatu was not included in the 2016 SDG Index and Dashboards due to insufficient 
data.  According to a 2016 report (Bertelsmann Stiftung, 2016), the data from 
Vanuatu was missing 31% of the values needed to be ranked, and therefore was not 
included in any indicator data (Annex 2, p.  39). 
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