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The Commonwealth of 
L iLearning

WHAT IS IT?
• Intergovernmental

• CHOGM 1987 - Vancouver

V l t $$$ f• Voluntary $$$ from 
Commonwealth countries



The Commonwealth of 
L iLearning

WHAT IS IT FOR?
To help Commonwealth governments 

and institutions use various 
technologies to improve and expand 

learning for developmentlearning for development 



WHO GOVERNS IT?
• Board of Governors (12 Members)

• Reports to Foreign Ministers at CHOGM• Reports to Foreign Ministers at CHOGM

• Reports to Triennial Conferences of p
Commonwealth Education Ministers 
(CCEMs)( )



WHY EDUCATIONAL 
TECHNOLOGY ANDTECHNOLOGY AND 

DISTANCE LEARNING?DISTANCE LEARNING?

• Economies of scale• Economies of scale

G hi l h• Geographical reach

• Flexible and cost-effective



The Iron Triangle

COST



ACCESS QUALITY

COST



Learning for Development
Th Y Pl 2009 2012Three‐Year Plan 2009‐2012

Approved by COL’s Board
(February 2009)( y )

Ratified by Ministers at 17CCEM June 2009



FEEDBACK FROM 
THE 

COMMONWEALTHCOMMONWEALTH



• Sustainable livelihoods
= key development challenge key development challenge

• HIV/AIDS
= development disaster= development disaster

• Education/training of women
t ’ i it= governments’ priority

• Digital divide
= concern at Malta CHOGM

• Respect & Understandingp g
= report at Kampala CHOGM



Education for All
(The Dakar Goals)(The Dakar Goals)

Peace
Democracy
Equality
Good governance



EDUCATION
• Open Schooling

• Teacher Education

• Higher Educationg

• Virtual University for Small    y
States of the Commonwealth



Th Y  PlThree-Year Plan
2009 122009-12

Open Schooling
(Frances Ferreira)



A country will never achieve
Universal Secondary Education if

Secondary 
costs more thancosts more than 

TWICE 
as much as 

P iPrimary

K ith L iKeith Lewin



Commonwealth 
Open Schooling 
Association

Forty participants from 21 countriesForty participants from 21 countries 
attended the Inaugural Meeting of 
the Commonwealth Open Schooling 
Association (COMOSA) in Delhi. 

The Founding President is Dr. S.S.  …In view of  our conviction that open schooling 
Jena, Chair of India’s National 
Institute of Open Schooling

NIOS, through its leadership 
position in COMOSA will have a 
major role in enhancing the capacity

p g
has the capacity to expand access, to promote 
equity, to deliver high-quality and effective 
services, and to reduce the unit costs of  
education at all levels; andmajor role in enhancing the capacity 

of open schools across the 
Commonwealth

education at all levels; and

Recognising the importance of  partnerships in 
meeting the need for a dramatic expansion in 
access to all levels of  schooling…



Th Y  PlThree-Year Plan
2009 122009-12

Teacher Education
bd h(Abdurrahman Umar)



TEACHERS NEEDED

580,000 to 706,000580,000 to 706,000

150 000 to 192 000150,000 to 192,000

41,000 to 75,000

370,000 t0 453,000



QA ToolkitsQA Toolkits



Th Y  PlThree-Year Plan
2009 122009-12

Higher Education
ll l k k h(Willie Clarke-Okah)

Quality Assurance with
distance learning & ICTs



APR ambitions:APR ambitions:

40% b 201040% by 2010

30% by 2015

15% by 2012% y



HUGE DEMAND:HUGE DEMAND:

University of Dhaka
10 000 of 80 00010,000 of 80,000

Public universitiesPublic universities
9,000 out of 40,000







CEMBA/MPA PROGRAMME/

Indira Gandhi Open d a Ga d Ope
University

Open University of Sri-
Lanka

Bangladesh Open 
U i itUniversity

Allama Iqbal Open 
University



RAJIV GANDHI
FELLOWSHIP SCHEME
(Indira Gandhi NationalOpen University)

Ni iNigeria

Botswana
Lesotho

Malawi

Namibia



The Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth     

Paul West & John Lesperance

The Commonwealth of Learning



PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES
NAMIBIANAMIBIA
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
SAMOA
JAMAICA
SEYCHELLESSEYCHELLES
LESOTHO
BAHAMAS, THE
SWAZILAND
TONGATONGA
TUVALU
GUYANA
ANTIGUA
SIERRA LEONE
ST LUCIA
SOLOMON ISLANDS
BARBADOS
DOMINICA
MALDIVES
MAURITIUS



LIVELIHOODS & HEALTH
• Skills Development

• Learning for Farmingg g

• Healthy CommunitiesHealthy Communities

• Integrating eLearning• Integrating eLearning



Th Y  PlThree-Year Plan
2009 122009-12

Skills DevelopmentSkills Development
(Alison Mead (Alison Mead 
Richardson))





Th Y  PlThree-Year Plan
2009 122009-12

Learning for Farming
dh d(Kodhandaraman

Balasubramanian)Balasubramanian)



L3 Farmers: Testing the quality of milk



Lifelong Learning for Farmers in Sri Lanka
• University of Ruhuna: developing 
Mushroom Enterprises.

A Sri Lankan farmer
sells mushrooms on a tricycle he y
designed and built 



Goal: to provide communities with aGoal:  to provide communities with a
learning tool based on voicemails using 

mobile phones

http://lives.cs.ubc.ca



Lifelong Learners



Th Y  PlThree-Year Plan
2009 122009-12

Healthy Communities
l(Ian Pringle)



Healthy Communities
Bangladesh

Focus issues

• Maternal and child health

• Nutrition

• Disaster management

• Healthy environmentsy

Strategy

• Drawing on oral traditions and folk 
media as means to engage people with g g p p
educational content and learning 
programmes

• Penetration of mobile telephony and 
telecentres

• Emerging community radio movement

Activities

• ODL training for community 
development, health, education and 
media/ICT groups

• Open training materials development



Th Y  PlThree-Year Plan
2009 122009-12

Integrating eLearning
d k(Trudi van Wyk)



WikiEducator : Learning4Content Workshops

CommunityCommunity
grown to 11,000 registered 
users

Capacity developedCapacity developed
3,349 educators trained 

Gender distribution in workshops
Online w-s: 53% male; 47% female
F2F w-s: 52% male; 48% female

Gender distribution in workshops



Th Y  PlThree-Year Plan
2009 122009-12

Commonwealth Educational 
Media Centre for Asia 
(CEMCA) in New Delhi( )

(Ramamurthy Sreedher)



Community Radio: IndiaCommunity Radio: India

• Nodal agency for MIB GOI to conductNodal agency for MIB,GOI to conduct 
consultations

• Help Desk to facilitate CRS licenses (50 in 2• Help Desk to facilitate CRS licenses. (50 in 2 
yrs)

I l i f d il b d• Implementing agency for a daily broadcast on 
science for women’s Health and Nutrition 
b ildi l l d i i i fbuilding local production capacities  for a 
network of 20 CRS.



I radio site maldivesI radio site maldives



THE SIXTH PAN-COMMONWEALTH    
FORUM ON OPEN LEARNINGFORUM ON OPEN LEARNING

November 24-28, 2010
Kochi, India

Conference Theme:
Access and Success in Learning:  

Global Developmental Perspectives

Sub Themes:
Social Justice

Community Developmenty p
Skills Development
Formal Education

Indira Gandhi 
National Open University

Commonwealth 
of Learning

www.col.org/pcf6



WHAT COL PROVIDES:

• Expertise in learning + technology

• Collaboration & Networking• Collaboration & Networking

• Open and free content

• Successful and transferable models



THANK YOU
WWW.COL.ORG


