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Gender Profile: St. Kitts and 
Nevis   

General  
Total male population under 15 (2014) (CIA, 2015): 5,510  
Total female population under 15 (2014) (CIA, 2015): 5,518  
 
Total male population over 15 (2014) (CIA, 2015): 20,244  
Total female population over 15 (2014) (CIA, 2015): 20,256 

Health  
Maternal mortality rate: NA  
Infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births (2014) (CIA, 2015): 8.98  

Under-five mortality rate for males: NA  
Under-five mortality rate for females: NA  

Births attended by a skilled health professional (2011) (WHO, 2014b): 100%  

Prevalence of HIV among males aged 15–49: NA  
Prevalence of HIV among females aged 15–49: NA  

Life expectancy for men (2012) (WHO, 2014a): 71  
Life expectancy for women (2012) (WHO, 2014a): 78 

Education  
Male youth literacy rate, ages 15–24: NA  
Female youth literacy rate, ages 15–24: NA  

Male adult literacy rate, ages 15+: NA  
Female adult literacy rate, ages 15+: NA  

Male adjusted net enrolment rate in primary education (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 
82.49%  
Female adjusted net enrolment rate in primary education (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 
85.43%  

Male gross enrolment ratio in secondary education (2011) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 
97.24%  



      
Gender Profile: St. Kitts and Nevis 

Commonwealth of Learning CC BY SA 
April 2015 | Page 2 of 5 

Female gross enrolment ratio in secondary education (2011) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 
96.27%  

Male gross enrolment ratio in tertiary education (2008) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 11.82% 
Female gross enrolment ratio in tertiary education (2008) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 24.74%  

Graduates from tertiary education who are female: NA  

Students enrolled in engineering, construction and manufacturing tertiary education programs who are 
female: NA  

Teachers in primary education who are female (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 89.6%  

Teachers in secondary education who are female (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 62.5%  

Teachers in tertiary education who are female: NA 

Economic Activity  
Males over 15 who are active in the labour force: NA  
Females over 15 who are active in the labour force: NA 

Men who have an account in a formal financial institution: NA  
Women who have an account in a formal financial institution: NA 

Decision-Making  
Proportion of seats held by women in national parliament (World Bank, 2014): 7% 

Human Rights  
Girls married before 15: NA  

Females married between 15 and 19: NA  

Women subjected to physical/sexual violence by an intimate partner during their lifetime: NA  

Women subjected to physical/sexual violence by an intimate partner or a non-partner during their 
lifetime: NA 

* * * 
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Gender Gaps  

Health  
• Abortion is only permitted to preserve the mother’s physical or mental health or save her life. An 
estimate of the number of unsafe abortions performed in the country is not available at this time.  

• According to UNICEF, teenage pregnancy is a significant concern to the Government of St. Kitts and 
Nevis. The most recently available statistics (2005) indicate a 36% rate of pregnancy in girls under 16, 
with an “alarming incidence” of pregnancy amongst girls aged 10 to 14 (UNICEF, 2007, p. 4–5). 

Education  
• Although the female gross enrolment ratio for secondary school is high, the rate of teenage pregnancy is 
15%, leading to a significant proportion of adolescent girls having to interrupt their schooling 
(Government of St. Kitts and Nevis, 2012, p. 32).  

Economic  
• In a 2014 statement to the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women, the Minister of Health, 
Social and Community Development, Culture and Gender Affairs, the Honourable Marcella A. Liburd, 
noted that although by law, women and men are paid the same wages for the same work, “[g]ender-based 
inequities lie in the income differences between men and women generally as on average men 
traditionally occupy the higher paying jobs in areas like construction while women traditionally occupy 
the lower paying jobs in manufacturing and home care.” The country has initiated a programme to try to 
address these inequities, but it is as yet too early to know whether it has been effective.  

• The 2007/2008 Country Poverty Assessment showed that 52.2% of those living below the national 
poverty line were women. While women at that time comprised 52.7% of the population, they accounted 
for 61.1% of those living in poverty (Government of St. Kitts and Nevis, 2012, p. 11). 

Decision-Making  
• A Caribbean Development Bank 2014 gender assessment report on St. Kitts and Nevis found that 
“compared to women in decision-making in other sectors . . . women’s leadership in the political arena 
has remained dismally low over the years. Since Universal Adult Suffrage was secured in 1955, some 
fifty nine (59) years ago, only three (3) females have been elected to political office” (p. 33). 

• The same report noted that in the judiciary, as of 2013, “133 persons, 73 (55%) males and 60 (45%) 
females, formed part of SKN’s judiciary at all levels. These include five presiding Magistrates, one (20%) 
male and four (80%) females, and three presiding Judges, two (67%) males and one (33%) female” (p. 
34). 

Human Rights 
• UNICEF in 2007 stated: “It is . . . clear that physical abuse, sexual abuse and neglect are key areas of 
concern” in the country. A review of the Assizes statistics for 2007 indicated that 18 of a total of 54 cases 
(approximately 33%) “were offences of a sexual nature, with a high percentage of these offences being 
committed against child victims” (p. 4); the children were “predominantly” young girls (p. 13). 
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• A 2010 study by UNICEF of child sexual abuse in the Eastern Caribbean found that in the abuse of 
female children in St. Kitts and Nevis, “the element of economic survival was paramount. Women and 
their daughters often depend financially on men for their survival, whether it is the mother’s partner or 
another adult male. In exchange for silence and sex, many of these men contribute money to rent, 
groceries and school books” (p. 17). 
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