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To help Commonwealth governments and 
institutions use technologies to improve and 

expand access to education and training
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Will we achieve education for all 
by 2030?

• Primary education 
by 2042

• Lower secondary 
education by 2059

• Upper secondary 
education by 2084

Source: https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000245752

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000245752


What needs to change?

• Business as usual approach

• “Brick and Mortar” mindset

• Old paradigms



17 million primary aged 
children not in school

16 million lower 
secondary youth out of 
school

3% more boys than girls 
enrolled in primary 
schools

Education 
in the Commonwealth

Image source: https://www.thecommonwealth-educationhub.net/wp-
content/uploads/2017/02/Commonwealth_Education_Policy_Framework-January-2017.pdf



Innovations for Quality Education 
and Lifelong Learning



1. Equity and Inclusion

• Poor girls in Pakistan, 
Nigeria, India, Mozambique, 
Cameroon, and Sierra Leone 
spend 1-2 years in school 
compared to 9-12 years of 
school for wealthy urban 
boys

• Girls from rural households 
spend an average of five 
years or less in school in 15 
out of 21 Commonwealth 
countries

Source: Rebecca Root , 2019, Calls to tackle gender equality chasm in education, https://www.devex.com/news/calls-to-tackle-gender-equality-chasm-in-education-94176 



Inclusion

• 186 million disabled children have not completed 
primary school

• 90% disabled children are out of school in 
developing countries

• Access to tertiary education for people with 
disabilities is 3%

Sources:
Accessible ICTs & Personalised Learning for Students with Disabilities, 17-18 Nov 2011, UNESCO HQs, Paris, p. 13
2011 World Report on Disability, WHO
Model Policy for Inclusive ICTs in Education for persons with disabilities, UNESCO, Euro Agency, G3ict, 2014
2016 GEM Report



2. Opening Up Education

Source: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/se.ter.enrr
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Cost of Tertiary Education
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Source: https://www.eiuperspectives.economist.com/sites/default/files/EIU_Yidan%20prize%20forecast_Education%20to%202030.pdf



58% of 
worldwide 
employers 
do not believe 
new graduates 
are adequately 
prepared for 
work

Source: McKinsey ("Education to Employment")

?

Half of 
youth are 

not sure that 
post 
secondary 
education has 
improved 
their chances 
of finding a 
job

3. Employability

Skills Gap

http://mckinseyonsociety.com/education-to-employment/report/


Youth Unemployment

Source: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.UEM.1524.ZS?most_recent_value_desc=false 
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4. Technology 
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Source: ITU Statistics , retrieved and compiled on 4 September 2019.
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https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/stat/default.aspx


Networked Society

…to include everything in 
the global while excluding 
the devalued local... is a 
major source of the 
structuration of power 
relationships.

Manuel Castells



Quality Education

• In West and Central 
Africa, less than 45% 
students in Grade 6 
achieved competency 
level in maths and 
reading

• In South Africa, 
majority of Grade 4 
students displayed the 
capacity of Grade 1 
(World Bank, 2018)

“The world is facing a learning crisis”



Lifelong Learning is not an 
option

• Achieve universal 
primary, secondary 
and tertiary 
education for all

• Skill people for the 
future of work 

• Cater to the needs 
of the ‘third age’



Questions to consider…

1. Where is Lifelong Learning 
in the targets and 
indicators of SDG 4? 

2. Is Literacy a sine qua non 
of Lifelong Learning?

3. What are the mechanisms 
for Lifelong Learning to  
integrate formal, non-
formal and informal 
learning? 

Source: https://www.globalpartnership.org/blog/follow-money-tracking-education-spending-reinforce-accountability 





Disruptive Innovation

Mainstream F2F 
Higher Education

Open Universities 
and Dual-mode 

institutions

Top-tier F2F Higher 
Education 

institutions
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Key questions over the 
next three days

1. How can governments and 
institutions integrate lifelong 
learning into education 
systems? 

2. What is the role of 
technology in promoting 
quality education? 

3. How can we create cultures 
of innovation within our 
institutions to promote 
sustainable development?
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