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Promoting 
Learning for Sustainable 

Development



Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting (Vancouver 1987)



What is it for?

To help Commonwealth 
governments and institutions 
use technologies to improve and 
expand learning for sustainable 
development



• Education Ministers: CCEM
• Foreign Ministers: CHOGM
• COMSEC Board
• COL Board and its 

sub-committees: Audit; Executive
• Major donors: DFID ‘A++’
• Stakeholders

Accountable to



Country Reports 2012-2015



Africa & the Mediterranean Asia

Pacific Caribbean

Our direct link to your ministry
Focal Points



Strategic Plan 2015-2021





Learning for Sustainable 
Development

ECONOMIC
GROWTH

SOCIAL 
INCLUSION

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSERVATION



Two Sectors

Education Skills
Gender



Leveraging 
New & Existing 

Technologies



Every $1 invested in learning resulted in $9 
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1% increase in empowerment 
2.3% increase in profit



Raymond Loh: CEMBA Graduate

“…offering moving 
and relocation 

services to clients in 
over 40 countries.”
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Reaching the 
Unreached
“I left school in year 
5 when I got married 
at the age of 12. I am 
now 22 and have 3 
children. I went back 
to school so that I 
could help my 
children with their 
schoolwork.”SO
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COL supported capacity building in 
NAMCOL who in turn trained staff
in Vanuatu.SO
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Social Return on Investment of an Open School in 
Belize showed that every US$ invested resulted in 
US$8 worth of benefits to the studentsSO
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Integration of ODL at Solomon Islands 
National University (SINU)

VUSSC Bachelor of Business & Entrepreneurship



• ICT in Education 
Policy 

• Skills Development 
Courses, developed 
as OER 
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Now in deployment
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Aptus
An off-grid, off-line virtual classroom that allows 
learners in regions with no connectivity to benefit 
from digital resources and learning networks



Mobile learning project: 
Allama Iqbal Public School 
and College located in Swat, 
PakistanSO
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Photo credit: 
Qatar Foundation/ROTA



Graduates of the Diploma 
in Sustainable Agriculture, 
Samoa are all in full-time 
employment
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Green Teacher
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Understanding the Blue Economy

• A short course
• Bachelor in Environmental 

Management for Sustainable 
Development Blue Economy 

Research Institute
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Special Projects



Schooling and skilling 
45,000 girls in 5 countries

Photo credit: Abir Abdullah / Shidhulai Swanirvar Sangstha. Bangladesh



OER for Inclusive and Equitable 
Quality Education: 

From Commitment to Action

Asia
Malaysia

Europe
Malta

Middle East / 
North Africa

Qatar

Africa
Mauritius

Americas
Brazil

Pacific
New Zealand



University of Mauritius 
Quality Verified



MOU with
To cooperate and 
collaborate on gender 
equality and education 
and skills development 
for women and girls



Boys’ Underperformance in 
Education: Revisiting the Issue 
in the Commonwealth





2016 KL Declaration



What you can get from COL

World Class 
Expertise

Innovative 
Models ResourcesCapacity 

Building



Thank you for your 
contributions
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