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President's Message for  
Commonwealth Day 2024 

 
11 March 2024 
 
Pro f esso r Peter Sco t t  
Pres ident  & CEO, Commonwealth o f  Learning  (COL) 
 

As we celebrate Commonwealth Day today, March 11 th 2024, we honour the rich tapestry of 

cultures, languages, and traditions that bind us as members of the Commonwealth.  

The Commonwealth of Learning is one of the three intergovernmental organisations, alongside the 

Commonwealth Secretariat and the Commonwealth Foundation, that support our 56 member 

countries spanning the globe. 

At the Commonwealth of Learning, our commitment, in common, is to open learning, collaboration, 

and sustainable development. 

Education plays a critical role in shaping our societies and fostering peace. It is not a transactional 

process of acquiring knowledge; it is a transformative force that empowers individuals, uplifts 

communities, and builds bridges of understanding.  

Open Education emphasises equity – allowing access to that critical transformative force to all of our 

citizens, right now. 

Quality lifelong learning for all should BE the ‘wealth we share in common’. Whether you’re a 

student in a bustling city or a farmer in a remote village, learning should know no boundaries; it 

must be open to YOU.  

If learning is the beacon that guides us toward progress then teachers are critical in that common 

transformation. They generate curiosity, nurture creativity, and mould future leaders. Today, let us 

recognise their tireless efforts. Let us invest in their professional development, let us provide the 

necessary tools and reward and celebrate their unwavering dedication.  

At a time of great political uncertainty, climate shocks, conflict and change, education also bridges 

the divide between genders, generations, and our member nations. It dismantles prejudice, fosters 

empathy, and promotes dialogue.  

In Nelson Mandela's words, “Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the 

world.” Let us wield it wisely, with compassion, and with common purpose. 

Today, on Commonwealth Day, we stand in harmony with the 2.4 billion people of our nations. And 

we ask you to reflect on the importance of education for the development of civil society and peace. 

Let us amplify our collective voice, advocate for lifelong learning, and build a brighter future for us 

all. 
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