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Online education in the 
COVID 19 Environment



574 million in the Commonwealth
Affected by institutional 

closures

>1.2 billion 
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Source: data.worldbank.org, retrieved on 17 January 2020

Growth of ICTs: Internet use

http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IT.CEL.SETS.P2?locations=ZG


Source: data.worldbank.org, retrieved on 17 January 2020
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Growth of ICTs: Mobile subscriptions

http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IT.CEL.SETS.P2?locations=ZG


Issues

• Connectivity, costs 
and electricity

• Access to online 
platforms

• Quality Content

• Capacity of teachers
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• CXC eLearning Hub

• Belize—Video 

lessons

• Guyana—TV and IRI

• Jamaica—Free 

Digicel SIM cards for 

parents

Caribbean Response

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_Caribbean#/media/File:Co

mmonwealth_Caribbean.svg



CommonwealthWiseWomen.org



50+
•Intergovernmental organisations

•Universities and educational 
institutions 

•Associations and networks

https://opendoor.col.org/

https://opendoor.col.org/








‘New’ Normal

• Increased learning crisis: more 
drop-outs

• Wider digital divide

• Unemployment 



Towards Resilience

Mainstreaming 
Distance 

Education

Building 
Teacher 
Capacity

Innovations 
for Reaching 

the 
Unreached
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