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260,000 students  

 of which 

>60,000 ex UK 

OPEN  

as to: 

• People 

• Places 

• Methods 

• Ideas 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
    

 

Ecole Polytechnique – Université de Montréal 
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revelation  

of a  

revolution  
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Dr. Venkataraman Balaji  

Director of Technology and Knowledge Management 



 

 

 

 
 

     

‘The University Open’ 
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The World Conference on Higher Education 

Paris - July 2009 
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Fostering Governmental Support for Open 

Educational Resources Internationally 
 



UNESCO HQ Paris 
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The OER university concept. Adapted from Taylor (2007) 

James 

Taylor 
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Research 

Teaching/Learning 



Open Educational Resources 

CONTRAST HOW ACADEMICS: 

•  Conduct research 

•  Prepare for teaching 



Open Educational Resources 

CONTRAST HOW ACADEMICS: 

•  Conduct research = PUBLIC 

•  Prepare for teaching = PRIVATE 



 

“Teaching is the highest form of understanding” 

Aristotle  

 

 “Knowing and learning are communal acts”  

Scholarship Reconsidered 

Ernie Boyer 



Scholarship of: 

 Discovery (research) 

 Integration (bridges between disciplines) 

 Application (solve real problems) 

 Teaching (transform & extend knowledge) 

Scholarship Reconsidered 

Ernie Boyer 



 

 

 

 
 

 

   

The Open University – Walton Hall 



 

“Teaching is the highest form of understanding” 

Aristotle  

 

 “Knowing and learning are communal acts”  

Scholarship Reconsidered 

Ernie Boyer 



Open Educational Resources 

ARE: 

Consistent with our best 

academic traditions 

ARE NOT: 

A fancy form of plagiarism 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The “Lone-Ranger”  
approach to eLearning 

(Professor Tony Bates) 



 

 

 

 
 

Teachers working as 

a community 

The Virtual 
University 
for 
Small States 
of the  
Commonwealth 

http://openlearn.open.ac.uk/
http://www.open.ac.uk/
http://www.33ff.com/flags/L_flags/Tuvalu_flags.gif
http://www.aftld.org/new/members/Images/gambia.flag.gif
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.maine-flag.com/flag-store/images/foreign/large/bahamas.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.maine-flag.com/flag-store/international-flags.shtml&h=190&w=300&sz=2&hl=en&start=3&tbnid=DcZaBaCHunZOMM:&tbnh=73&tbnw=116&prev=/images%3Fq%3DBahamas%2Bflag%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26sa%3DG
http://www.33ff.com/flags/L_flags/Comoros_flags.gif


Obstacles to sharing: 

- Not invented here or by me! 

 

- Adaptation tiresome 

 

- Intellectual property 
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- Adaptation tiresome 
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WCHE session on OER 
 

      ’ 

 

 

       

Barney Pityana 
    UNISA 

 

Brenda Gourley 
UKOU 

‘OER a form of intellectual 

neo-colonialism’? 



 

 

 

 
 

• 13 African universities developing OER for teacher 

education 

• Used by 320,000 teachers in 2010 

• Available in Arabic, English, French and Kiswahili 



 

 

 

 
 

     

 
 

 
 

A great supporter of OER! 

The Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth 

OER for Open Schooling in six countries 
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Capacity Building for 
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ASSOCIATION OF COMMONWEALTH 

UNIVERSITIES 



INQAAHE Forum  

Windhoek, Namibia 

May 2010 



 

Bamako, Mali 

4 octobre 2010 

Atelier sur le renforcement des capacités sur 

l’utilisation des ressources éducatives libres 

(REL) pour l’amélioration des la qualité de 

l’enseignement supérieur 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Workshops 

 
South Africa 

 

Namibia 

 

Mali 

 

India 

 

Tanzania 

 

Mozambique 

 

Malaysia 
Plus three online forums 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transforming Asia through  

Open and Distance Learning 



UNESCO HQ Paris 



Neil Butcher 

Stamenka 

Uvalić-

Trumbić 

Asha 

Kanwar 
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Fostering Governmental Support for Open 
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1.Survey governments – inventory of legislation 

and policy 
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1.Survey governments – inventory of legislation 

and policy 

 

2.Draft statement for June 2012 Paris OER 

Congress 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

World Conference on 

 Open Educational Resources 

Paris – June 20-22 – 2012 
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Neil Butcher 
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Guidelines for Quality Provision in Cross-Border Higher Education 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Open Educational Resources 

Seeking worldwide commitment 



 

 

 

 
 

     
    

Knowledge 

 is the  

common wealth  

of  

humankind 



UNESCO HQ Paris 

2012 World Open Educational Resources Congress 

20-22 June 
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Publishing with Public Money for 

Public Benefit 

 
Sir John Daniel 

Commonwealth of Learning 



THANK YOU 

For text and slides: 

www.col.org/speeches 


