
WSIS Meeting, UNESCO, 26 February 2013 

Professor Asha Kanwar  
President & CEO,  
Commonwealth of Learning 

Open Education Resources:  
from commitment to action 



 ‘….what is missing is not devices but 
the lack of content development.’ 
               UN Millennium Project, Taskforce on Science 

Technology and Innovation, 2005 

 ‘…the lack of content …[is] the major 
barrier[s] that governments need to 
tackle….’ 
The world telecommunications/ICT Development report, 

ITU, 2010 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 Fostering Governmental 

Support for Open 
Educational Resources 

Internationally 



What are Open Education 
Resources (OERs)? 

Materials that are 
 Free and freely available 
 Suitable for all levels 
 Reusable 
 Digital 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   

World Congress on 
 Open Educational Resources 

Paris – June 20-22 – 2012 

Declaration 



Paris Declaration 

 Foster awareness and use of OER 
 Foster strategic alliances for OER 
 Encourage the development and adaptation 

of OER in a variety of languages and cultural 
contexts 
 Encourage research on OER 



The Aim: 

“to encourage governments to promote 
OER and the use of open licences… 

 
(because) 

 
…governments will be major 

beneficiaries thanks to the potential of 
OER to improve the cost-effectiveness 

of their large investments in 
education.”   



Advocacy 
 Communique 

for the 18th 
CCEM 



Open Licensing: More Advocacy 



Policy 

 Policy 
Development 
template 



Capacity building 

 Photo from Jamaica workshop 
 November 2012 



Online/f2f  training for OER  

Open 
University of 

Tanzania 

Allama Iqbal 
Open 

University 

Bangladesh 
Open 

University 



Research 

Gararaj 
Dhanarajan 

David 
Porter 



Directory of Open Educational 
Resource (DOER) 
 Open 

Educational 
Resources 
directory 
service 
 Only full 

courses 
catalogued 
 A service 

provided by 
COL  



www.orelt.col.org 



UNESCO-COL-Hewlett 
partnership: 2012-14 

Advocacy 
Policy 
Capacity 
 



 Strong groups of players 
in OER have emerged in 
different regions 
 How can these different 

groups come together 
as a network of 
stakeholders? 
 Do we have a roadmap?  

 
 

Complementing rather than 
duplicating effort 



Thank you 
www.col.org 
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