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= f....what Is missing Is not devices but
the lack of content development.’

UN Millennium Project, Taskforce on Science
Technology and Innovation, 2005

= ‘.. the lack of content ...[is] the major
barrier[s] that governments need to
tackle....’

The world telecommunications/ICT Development report,
ITU, 2010
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What are Open Education
Resources (OERs)?

Materials that are

" Free and freely available
" Suitable for all levels

" Reusable

" Digital




World Congress on
Open Educational Resources
Paris — June 20-22 — 2012
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Declaration



Paris Declaration

® Foster awareness and use of OER
" Foster strategic alliances for OER

" Encourage the development and adaptation
of OER In a variety of languages and cultural
contexts

" Encourage research on OER




The Aim:

“to encourage governments to promote
OER and the use of open licences...

(because)

..governments will be major
beneficiaries thanks to the potential of
OER to improve the cost-effectiveness

of their large investments In

education.”




Advocacy
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MINISTRY OF EDUCATION & HUMAN RESOURCES

Education in the Commonwealth: bridging the gap as we accelerate towards achieving internationally agreed goals

18th Conference of Commonwealth Education Ministers (18CCEM)
28-31 August 2012

Mauritius Communiqué

1. The 18th Conference of Commonwealth Education Ministers (18CCEM) was held in Pailles,
Mauritius from 28-31 August 2012. The Conference was opened by the Hon Dr Ahmed Rashid
Beebeejaun, GCSK, FRCP, Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Mauritius, who stressed the
importance of education as the driver of economic growth and development of human capital.

2. Chairing the Conference, the host Ministerthe Hon Dr Vasant K Bunwaree, Minister of
Education and Human Resources, Republic of Mauritius, focussed on the primacy of education in

a knowledge-driven world.

3. Addressing the Conference at the Opening Ceremony, HE Kamalesh Sharma, Commonwealth
Secretary-General laid strong emphasis on the pivotal role of education and stated that: There
can be no gquestion that education is central to all sustainable democratic, social and economic
advances.’

4. The Hon Dr Kenny D. Anthony, Prime Minister of Saint Lucia, delivered the keynote address on
the theme “Mot money but education — valuing Human Development in the face of financial
crisis."He quotedthe Nobel Laureate Economist and his fellow St Lucian Sir Arthur Lewis, who
stated, ‘The fundamental cure of poverty is not money, but education,’and therefore urged that we
proceed with caution as we attempt to deal with budgetary constraints.

5. The conference, attended by delegations from 39 countries, of which 34 were led by Ministers,
included fourparallel forums: Stakeholders, Teachers, Post-Secondary/Higher Education, and
Youth. Ministers, government senior officials and delegates from the other four parallel forums and
partner organisations met to reflect on the theme ‘Education in the Commonwealth: Bridging the
Gap as we accelerate towards achieving internationally agreed goals’. The discussions of each of
the four parallel forums provided specialised background knowledge for Ministenal deliberations
from wide-ranging and diverse perspectives. The Statements from the four parallel forums are
appended. In parallel with the conference, an exhibition showcased the latest developments in the

field of education.
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Policy

" Policy
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template
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COL's Policy on Open Educational Resources
Overview

This document specifies a broad policy to promote and inform the
development and use of OER in COL.

Preamble

COL helps governments and institutions to expand the scope, scale and
quality of learning. It promotes policies and systems to make innovation
sustainable and works with international partners to build models, create
materials, enhance organisational capacity and nurture networks that
facilitate learning in support of development goals. In specific, COL
encourages the development and sharing of open learning/distance
education knowledge, resources and technologies.

COL recognises and promotes OER as central to its agenda of learning for
development. COL has adopted the widest definition of Open Education
Resources (OER) as 'materials offered freely and openly to use and adapt
for teaching, learning, development and research’. While OER are mainly
shareable in digital formats (both online and via offline formats such as
DVD or CD-ROM), COL sees OER not just synonymous with online
resources, online learning or e-learning, and within the development
context COL is working, OER can also be in printable formats.

Policy
The Commonwealth of Learning:

* recognises and promotes OER in support of quality teaching and

learning, as one tool for using technology to increase equity in

access to education;

facilitates collaboration among institutions, governments and

organisations in the use of OER;

e promotes relevant capacity strengthening processes for
stakeholders; and

» shapes and promotes new models for OER generation, publication,
access and re-use.

It will therefore:

e encourage and support governments and institutions to establish
supportive policy frameworks to introduce practices relating to
OER;

e advocate the merits of collaboratively creating, sharing and using

OER, as one form of intellectual capital in education, to improve

quality and enhance long-term cost-effectiveness; and

release its own materials under the most feasible open licenses
including the Creative Commons CC-BY-SA license.

{3 SHARE THIS PAGE

Links
COL OER. page

A Basic Guide to Open Educational
Resources (0JER)

COL's recent OER. resource publications

Creative Commons interview: Sir John
Daniel on Open Education and Palicy

COL's eLearning programme
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Online/f2f training for OER
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 PERSPECTIVES ON OPEN AND DISTANCE LEARNING

Open Educational
Resources: An Asian
Perspective

Gajaraj Dhanarajan and David Porter, Editors




Directory of Open Educational
Resource (DOER)

" Open
Educational
Resources
directory
service

" Only full
courses
catalogued

" Aservice
provided by
COL
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Open Resources for English Language WWW - O r eI t - C O I - O rg
Teaching (ORELT) Portal

Home About ORELT Forum

We welcome you to ORELT and hope that you will find the resources useful and relevant to your classroom activities. Qur aim is to provide you- i.e teachers in junior
secondary schools (J35) with a range of resources that you can adapt and use in your classrooms to promote effective communication among your students. Please
remembper that THIS 15 NOT A COURSE but a bank of resources you can adapt and use. You do not have to move around the modules in a sequential manner and you may
decide to use a whole module or only a unit of a module or only a section of 2 module. You may decide to do only some or all of the activities in the modules. The choice is
yours. You are also free to modify any module or unit or section to suit the needs and circumstances of your students.

If you are ateacher educator, ORELT provides avariety of open content support resources which you can easily adapt and use in your activities as you prepare your students
for the onerous task of teaching at JS5 level.

The Open Resources for English Language Teaching (ORELT) portal is intended to support the classroom activities ofteachers of junior secondary schools (JS5). The
aims of ORELT are to:

» Provide a bank of ‘open content’ multi-media resources in on-line and traditional text formats that will support school based education and training for teachers in junior
secondary schools;

» Provide ‘open content’ support resources for teacher educators who prepare teachers for junior secondary schools. To achieve these aims a Situation analysis of English
language teaching (ELT) in selected Commaonwealth nations was undertaken to determine strengths, gaps and challenges ofteaching English in Africa and Asia. This
formed the basis for developing appropriate materials that address the needs and realities of J55 teachers.

We hope these resources will be useful to teachers and teacher educators. We urge all users of ORELT to register an account on this site so you may post your comments
on the discussion forum and submit your own resources related to each learning module.

Join us on the Forum Page or Facebook.

The ORELT learning modules

Module 1: Better Listening
Module 2: Speaking for Better Communication

Module 3: Success in Reading




UNESCO-COL-Hewlett
partnership: 2012-14
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Complementing rather than
duplicating effort

= Strong groups of players
In OER have emerged In
different regions

" How can these different
groups come together
as a network of
stakeholders?

" Do we have a roadmap?




Thank you
www.col.org
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