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To help Commonwealth governments and 
institutions use technologies to improve and 

expand access to education and training
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The Commonwealth
54 developed and developing nations around the world 



Gender Gap 
in Commonwealth 
countries 2018

Source: World Economic Forum – The Global Gender Gap Report 2020

HIGH 
RANKING

LOW 
RANKING

New Zealand (6)
Rwanda (9)

Namibia (12)
South Africa (17)

Nigeria (128)
Gambia (136)
Pakistan (151)

http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GGGR_2020.pdf


Best Commonwealth Countries 
to be a Girl

Source: Save the Children - Girls’ Opportunity Index 2016
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New Zealand
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Trinidad & Tobago

21

16

https://assets.savethechildren.ch/downloads/index_only_every_last_girl_print_version_inside_pages_3_10_16_3_.pdf


Source: Inter-Parliamentary Union. Retrieved on 28 September 2020.

of the Commonwealth’s 
parliamentary seats

20
of the world’s 

parliamentary seats

25

Women Parliamentarians

https://data.ipu.org/women-ranking?month=8&year=2020


Source: List of female heads of state and List of female heads of government. Retrieved on September 28, 2020.

Prime Minister of Bangladesh
Sheikh Hasina

Prime Minister of Barbados
Mia Mottley

Prime Minister of New Zealand
Jacinda Ardern

Elected Female Heads of Government 
in The Commonwealth

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_elected_and_appointed_female_heads_of_state#List_of_female_heads_of_state
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_elected_or_appointed_female_heads_of_government


Women and Education in Canada

Source: Statistics Canada - Women and Education: Qualifications, Skills and Technology (2016)
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university degree university degree

25 - 64 years of age

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/89-503-x/2015001/article/14640-eng.htm


Vice-Chancellor Gender Statistics 

Sources:
1. WomenCount: Leaders in Higher Education Report 2018
2. Universities body to probe gender imbalance at the top (2018)
3. More than 15 female vice-chancellors have led Nigerian universities, but higher education still a man’s world (2019) 

50 out of 173 VCs are women 1

5 out of 26 VCs are women 2

15 out of 170 VCs are women 3

29%

19%

9%

https://womencountblog.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/womencount-report-2018_web-version_new-final.pdf
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20180725103923330
https://africacheck.org/reports/more-than-15-female-vice-chancellors-have-led-nigerian-universities-but-higher-education-still-a-mans-world/




Recommendations

• Leadership training 

• ICT skills

• Establish networks and mentoring 
systems





Audio-based 

MobiMOOCs



Coding 
Chatbots in 
The 
Bahamas



Mobile App Development Training 
in Sri Lanka and Bangladesh



Mobile Apps

SOCIAL SAFETY NETS AND 

GENDER BASED VIOLENCE

Solomon Islands



CommonwealthWiseWomen.org



Thank you

www.col.org


