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"essential reading for cll invelved in higher educotion’

TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION SUPPLEMENT

John S Daniel
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“Distance teaching
universities face the
threat of a new wave

of hostility to their
values and methods”
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Distance Education under Threat:
an Opportunity?

Sir John Daniel
Commonwealth of Learning

Learning for Development @







Contesting the values of ODL

1. Openness to people
Quality does not mean excluding people
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Contesting the values of ODL

1. Openness to people
Quality does not mean excluding people

2. Openness to Ideas
Independent study = independent thinking
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A strange paradox

Distance education IS booming

e More and bigger mega-universities
and open universities

e Most campus universities engage In
distance teaching
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A strange paradox

Distance education is booming
BUT
Opposition to ODL Is emerging
all over the world
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The World Conference on Higher Education
UNESCO Paris - July 2009
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The World Conference on Higher Education
Paris - July 2009

Theme:

The New Dynamics of Higher Education
and Research for Societal Change and
Development
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# Programme
- ata Glance

" The New Dynarnics of Higher

Education and Research
for Societal Change and Development
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UNESCO, Paris, 5 - 8 July 2009

WCHE Communiqué

World
Conference on
Higher Education
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The World Conference on Higher Education
Paris - July 2009

Stamenka
Uvali¢c-Trumbic¢
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WCHE New Dynamics

* Rising demand (massification)
e Diversification (providers & methods)

 Private provision

 Distance education

e Cross-border education
e Quality assurance

e Teacher education

e Challenges to the academic profession
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WCHE New Dynamics

* Rising demand (massification)
e Diversification (providers & methods)

 Private provision

 Distance education

e Cross-border education
e Quality assurance

e Teacher education

e Challenges to the academic profession
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‘Today there Is a revolution In
higher education as countries
use the technology of
distance education to achieve
something completely new:
education of higher quality at
lower cost’




WCHE New Dynamics

* Rising demand (massification)
e Diversification (providers & methods)

 Private provision

 Distance education

e Cross-border education
e Quality assurance

e Teacher education

* Challenges to the academic profession
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‘You should be proud. You should
support the work of the Dean of the
Open Education Faculty and his team of
young and dynamic academics.

They are now introducing a new
generation of technology to ensure that
Turkey continues to lead the world In
making university education accessible
and cost-effective.
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The current wave
of opposition to
ODL will not

prevall against It!




The clock will not be turned back!
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NTERMATICMAL
COUNGCIL FOR OFEN AND
DESTAMCE EDUCATEON

Frits Pannekoek Carl Holmberg
President Secretary General

Regulatory Frameworks on Open and Distance Education.
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Ethiopia
“an egregious and startling case”

August 26, 2010: Ministry of Education announces

All distance education programmes in private
and public institutions scrapped.

‘distance learning education is unnecessary at this
stage in the development of the education sector’
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Meles Zenawi

...In the 1990s the Prime Minister
of Ethiopia, Meles Zenawi, and
most of his cabinet studied
successfully for the UK Open
University’s MBA...

Learning for Development @




“wider (government) strategy to use the universities as
breeding grounds for its ideologues and hatcheries for the
thousands of loyal and dependent bureaucrats they need to
sustain their domination and rule”

Alemayehu G. Mariam
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“wider (government) strategy to use the universities as
breeding grounds for its ideologues and hatcheries for the
thousands of loyal and dependent bureaucrats they need to
sustain their domination and rule”

Alemayehu G. Mariam

The ban affects 75,000 students in 64 private institutions,
which were a major contributor to raising Ethiopia’s gross
enrolment rate in HE from 1% to 5% in a decade
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But the answer Is an effective quality
assurance regime, not throwing the baby out
with the bathwater!




* -

3 China

“by preventing the TV Universities from
offering four-year degrees China
effectively condemns them to an
educational ghetto of low prestige no
matter how high the quality of their work”
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@@
S India
e

A flawed and ineffective quality assurance structure for
distance education because the Distance Education Council is

nested within the Indira Gandhi National Open University,
creating a grave conflict of interest.




India

A flawed and ineffective gquality assurance structure for
distance education because the Distance Education Council is
nested within the Indira Gandhi National Open University,
creating a grave conflict of interest.

Proposal: No new university can offer ODL for five years.
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United States

e State-subsidized loans for students of
private for-profit institutions

Abuses blamed on distance learning not
on poor regulation of subsidies

e No subsidized loans for US residents
studying with foreign ODL providers
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°  QOther barriers to ODL

e No government employment for ODL
graduates

Nnd E2F Nnn
uirzszr O

| A
L. CAl I 11

—+
-
Q
-
0
P .
—.
© Q
—t+
0p

Proposed Legislation:

‘(Academic diplomas and degrees) should
make mention of the modality in which the
studies were completed...’

Ecuador
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> Other barriers to ODL
Specifying the blend;:

e How much face-to-face needed?
Brazil 80% Malaysia 20%
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°  QOther barriers to ODL

Specifying the blend;:

| learning’ can be
| alarge fig leaf to
decelve people!
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The Opportunity

1. Explain to governments
that ODL Is a key part of the

answer to expanding higher
education at low cost.




: Ethiopia

“an egregious and startling case”

The World Bank was advising
Ethiopia to expand ODL and
private institutions in order to
Increase participation rates.
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The Opportunity

2. Explain to governments that
ODL fosters self-directed learning
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Spoon fed
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The Opportunity

3. Explain to governments
that ODL Is an effective

mechanism for innovation In
ICTs In higher education




World class learning, anywhere

Warning! Content may transform your life

Arts and Humanities
Childhood and Youth
Computing and ICT
Engineering and Technalogy
Environment

Languages

Social l

Science

Living in a Globallsed World

OU' Lifeg:

Tha Vice Chancellor on the Open U... Lord David Putinam on New Media ...

’y

Computing and ICT

The Open University

TOP DOWNLOADS
1.
ou LI
H

What ITunes means for the OU
The Open University

2. Posltive political influences on t...
The Open University

3. Population registration tests
The Open University

4. Britains imperial role
The Open University

5. Save Britain's Herltage
The Open University

UK Open University’s materials are among the
most frequently downloaded from iTunesU
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The Opportunity

4. Clean out the bad apples




WCHE New Dynamics

* Rising demand (massification)
e Diversification (providers & methods)

 Private provision

 Distance education

e Cross-border education
 Internationalisation of Quality Assurance
e Teacher education

e Challenges to the academic profession
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We should campaign for our
countries to maintain strong and
Independent guality assurance
agencies that have all higher
education under their purview,
public and private, classroom and
distance.
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CHEA T8l ~ UNESCO and the Council on

e Higher Education Accreditation

(CHEA) developed suggestions

for effective practice on degree

TowarDp EFFECTIVE PRACTICE: mills through an expert group

Di1scOURAGING DEGREE MILLS
IN HicHER EDUCATION

Cullural Jrrganization

UNESCO and COL are alerting
developing countries and small
states to the threat of degree
mills

The UNESCO Portal is one
response
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Expand Higher Education Encourage

w self-directed learning
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Clean out the bad apples
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Effective use of ICTs
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Text & slides at:

www.col.org/speeches

THANK YOU



