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Plan

• What and why of assessment

• Issues in online assessment

• Types of assessment

• Technologies for online assessment

• Designing authentic assessment

• Discussion and Q&A
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Describe three words that come 
to you when we talk about 
Assessment.

Use Code: xxxxxx



What is Assessment?

Assessment of
Learning

Assessment for
Learning

Vs.

Assessment as
Learning



Why Assessment?

Purpose of assessment is to 
improve, not to prove.



• is realistic.
• requires judgment and innovation.
• asks the student to “do”.
• replicates or simulates the contexts in 

which adults are “tested” in the 
workplace or in civic or personal life.

• assesses the student’s ability to 
efficiently and effectively use a repertoire 
of knowledge and skills to negotiate a 
complex task.

• allows appropriate opportunities to 
rehearse, practice, consult resources, and 
get feedback on and refine performances 
and products.

Source: Wiggins, Grant. (1998). Ensuring authentic performance. Chapter 2 
in Educative Assessment: Designing Assessments to Inform and Improve Student 
Performance. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, pp. 21 – 42.

Issues in Assessment

• Authentic assessment



Issues in Assessment

• Authentic assessment

• Number of learners

• Timely delivery of results

• Feedback to learners

• Teacher workload

• Student workload

• Reliability and validity

• Availability of technology



Types of assessments

Essay type

• Long answer (1000-1200 
words

• Short answer (150-500 words)

Objective type

• Single/Multiple choice

• Matching

• Fill-in-the-blanks

• True-False

• Home assignments (open 
book)

• Timed test (Speed test)

• Group tests

• Online tests (proctorial)

• Tests within LMS

• Laboratory (skills-based) tests
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What type of questions/tasks 
are predominantly used for 
terminal examination?
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Alternative Assessments

Online

• Participation in discussion forum

• Peer assessment

• Synchronous online seminar 

presentations

• Online projects (e.g., coding)

• E-Portfolio

• Reflective Journal

• Blogs contribution

• Wiki Collaboration

• Audio and video assignments

• Online objective type questions

Offline

• Project-based (as term-end 

exam)

• Term Paper (as term-end exam) 

• Portfolio

• Evidence-based approaches 

(Recognition of Prior Learning)



PG Certificate in Resettlement and 
Rehabilitation Online(2001)

• Developed LMS from scratch

• Peer Assessment in Discussion 
Forum

• Grading of Discussion Forum

• Online Quizzes and 
assignments

• Project as final examination

• Reusable 
assignments/projects



Turnkey solutions (2007)

• Online submission of 
assignments/projects

• Automatic allotment of 
evaluators with load balance

• Online feedback and 
grading

• Possibility of preparing digital 
repository of approved 
reports



Using Wiki for evidence-based 
learning (2008)

• Writing instructional materials 
online

• Collaborative learning

• Peer- and tutor-feedback



PG Diploma in eLearning (2010)

• OER-based online 
programme

• Practical training as 
assessment and grading

• Term-Paper as examination

• Online Synchronous 
presentation for the term-
paper

• Quizzes and Discussion 
Forum as assignments



MA in Distance Education (2010)

• Portfolio submission as 
practical work

• Self-skilling through digital 
practice and documentation

• Alternative to assignments



Let’s do some quick tests…



Technologies for Assessment

• Online Exam: TCExam
(https://tcexam.org/)

• LMS for Exam: e-Exam
(http://www.transformingexams.
com/guides.html) 

• Lockdown Browser:  Safe Exam 
Browser 
(https://safeexambrowser.org)

• You can design your turnkey 
system

https://tcexam.org/
http://www.transformingexams.com/guides.html
https://safeexambrowser.org/


Designing Alternative/Authentic e-
Assessment

What is the outcome 
behavior to be assessed? 

Does it require 
practical/lab?

Can it be automated? Do 
you have the 

technologies? Do students 
have access?

Do you have continuous 
assessment? What is the 

weight of continuous 
assessment vs terminal 
test? Can the weight be 

changed to focus on 
‘assessment for learning’?

Do you use LMS for course 
delivery? If, yes use the 

internal features for 
continuous assessment.

Consider online authentic 
assessment as alternative 

to terminal test.
Develop authentic tests.



Some Resources 
• Authentic Learning 

http://authenticlearning.info/Home.html

• Authentic activities and online learning
https://ro.ecu.edu.au/cgi/viewcontent.cgi
?article=4899&context=ecuworks

• Patterns of engagement in authentic 
online learning environments 
https://ajet.org.au/index.php/AJET/article/
view/1701

• Designing authentic activities in web-
based courses
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/BF
02960280

http://authenticlearning.info/Home.html
https://ro.ecu.edu.au/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4899&context=ecuworks
https://ajet.org.au/index.php/AJET/article/view/1701
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/BF02960280
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