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‘Education Can Deliver’



Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting
Vancouver, 1987



To help Commonwealth governments and 
institutions use technologies to improve and 
expand learning for sustainable development



$
SOCIAL INCLUSION

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSERVATION

ECONOMIC 
GROWTH

Learning for Sustainable Development



ACHIEVED BY 2019

187,299

276

697,612



Leveraging 
New & Existing 
Technologies



Nadi Declaration

Education Can Deliver

Photo by Arieta Vakasukawaqa. Source: https://fijisun.com.fj/2018/02/24/a-g-nadi-declaration-a-significant-document/
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‘Quality education for 
children regardless of 

circumstances’



SOCIAL INCLUSION
Out-of-school youth in a remote 

fishing village graduate



Social Return on Investment of an Open School showed that every 
US$ invested resulted in US$8 worth of benefits to students.



• 15 schools covering 
all regions

• High quality content 
developed in Portuguese

• Centre managers and 
teachers trained 

Open 
Schooling, 
Mozambique



‘High quality teaching
…a priority’



2,493 
Teachers

•73 countries

•43 Commonwealth 
countries

•46% female 
teachers



Teacher Futures



‘Enable success, 
future education and 

employment’



Graduation

• First cohort graduate 
after following a full-
time Diploma in 
Sustainable Agriculture 
for Small States, Samoa 
and are in full time 
employment 

Virtual University for Small States 
of the Commonwealth (VUSSC)



Commonwealth Executive MBA/MPA - 11 Countries

“As a Deputy Rector, I deal 
mostly with people 
whether it be students, 
parents, staff….Leadership 
and management skills, 
which I acquired during my 
CEMBA/CEMPA course, are 
proving very helpful.”

--Annelise, former 
mathematics educator



Advanced ICT 
Skills Training in Uganda

• Web-designing, 
graphics, animation, 
software development

• Six months part-time 
training

• 48 girls and 47 boys 
enrolled

• 55 employed and 19 
self-employed



‘Need for…climate change 
awareness…increased 

awareness of green and 
blue technologies’



ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION: Green Teacher



Blue Economy
Research Institute

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION: Understanding the 
Blue Economy: Massive Open Online Course (MOOC)



Concrete action 
for disaster
management in 
education  

Dominica, Jamaica

Education for Resilience



‘Tackle gender 
disparities in education, 

whether that be 
boys or girls’



Empowering Women and Girls

Photo credit: Joshua Estey, DFAT Gallery

http://gallery.dfat.gov.au/AmbassadorforWomenandGirls/Highlights/


Skilling and Schooling 45,000 girls in 5 countries



RESULTS



‘Strengthening 
educational partnerships’



YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

• Provided Open 
Educational Resources for 
a Degree as well  as a 
Diploma in Youth Work

• Provided the Learning 
Management System to 
view and share modules



• Involving multiple partners and stakeholders, managed by ACU

• COL and ACU jointly provide Quality Assurance expertise

• Total of 18 universities: Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda

PEBL Project





Sustainability and Resilience: 
Can Education Deliver?

• Learning leads to livelihoods and resilience

•Use of appropriate technologies is critical 

• Collaboration rather than competition is key 



col.org

Thank You
for your contributions


