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The Commonwealth of Learning 

 To help Commonwealth governments and 

institutions use various technologies to 

improve and expand learning for 

development.  

 

What is it for? 

– 



Democratising Education 

through OER: the 

Commonwealth Experience 



OER 

OER 
OER 

Plan 

The context 

Promise & potential of OER 

Challenges 

Democratising Education 



THE CONTEXT 
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 Massification 
 

 Globally, age participation rates grown from 
19% in 2000 to 26% in 2007 

 

 Low income countries: from 5% in 2000 to 7% 
in 2007                 

                               S Uvalic Trumbic, UNESCO, 2010  

 

 Asia: 28.6 million in 1970 to 152.7 million 
in 2007, an annual increase of 4.6 % 

                           Global Trends in Tertiary Edn, UIS, 2009                       

 

 

 





The Rise of Open Universities:  

First Generation 



The Philosophy of ‘Open-ness’ 

 Open as to people,  

 Open as to places,  

 Open as to methods, and, finally,  

 Open as to ideas 

– Lord Crowther 



‘Open-ness’ in Practice 

 No entry qualifications 

 Credit banking 

 Cafeteria approach for 

courses:   
 



Key Developments in the 2nd Generation 

 1984: first electronic courses 

 1989: Internet 

 1991: WWW 

 1994: first online MBA  

(Athabasca) 

 1996: first web-based  

course delivery 

 1999: learning objects; LMS’s 



Open Education: Second Generation 

 Wider Use of Web and 

Online Technologies 

 Interactivity: Key Aspect 

 Much higher level of 

personalization through 

technology mediation 

 Learning Objects 

 



   



 

 

 

 
 



Asia has the largest 

number of adult ODL 

learners in the world, 

over 70 open universities, 

13 of which are mega-

universities! 

India alone has a 

growing network of  

14 open universities,  

14 open schools and 

nearly 150 dual-

mode institutions 

which collectively 

cater to over  

7 million learners. 



Third Generation: OER 



Open Educational Resources (OER) 

OER are teaching, learning and 

research materials in any medium 

that reside in the public domain or 

have been released under an open 

license that permits their free use 

and in some instances, re-purposing 

by others 
                     Atkins, Brown & Hammond, 2007 

           



What are Open Educational Resources 

(OER)? 

Materials that are 

 Free and freely available 

 Suitable for all levels of education 

 Reusable 

Digital or any medium 



PROMISE & POTENTIALOF 

OER 



1. Availability: Malawi  

 Bunda College of Agriculture 

– 102 page Communications Skills textbook 

– 75% OER 

– Adapted by adding contextually relevant 

materials, activities, assignments 



1 Availability: translation 

CORE 
COL ID template 

translated and adapted by 

Open University of China 

COL materials in 

Ukrainian 



2. Quality 

 509 institutions in India 

– KSS Women’s Engineering College, Andhra Pradesh 

– Maya Devi Educational Foundation, Uttarakhand 

– Bhilai Institute of Technology, Chattisgarh 



3. Costs: TESSA 

 20 teacher education programmes in  

12 countries 

 Materials available in 4 languages 

 In 2010, 320,000 teachers benefited 



4. Fostering Collaboration 

Schools Teachers Consultants 
Ministries  

of Education 



 

 

 

 
 

The Commonwealth of Learning 

The Virtual University for Small 

States of the Commonwealth      

5. Capacity 

http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.maine-flag.com/flag-store/images/foreign/large/bahamas.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.maine-flag.com/flag-store/international-flags.shtml&h=190&w=300&sz=2&hl=en&start=3&tbnid=DcZaBaCHunZOMM:&tbnh=73&tbnw=116&prev=/images?q=Bahamas+flag&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&sa=G
http://www.33ff.com/flags/L_flags/Tuvalu_flags.gif
http://www.aftld.org/new/members/Images/gambia.flag.gif


6. Global exchange 

University of Ghana 
Kwame Nkrumah 

University  
of Science and Technology 



 Athabasca University 

 Otago Polytechnic 

 University of Southern  

Queensland 

7. Increasing Access: OERU 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The OER university concept. Adapted from Taylor (2007) 

James 
Taylor 



CHALLENGES 
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the network society….to 

include everything in the 

global while excluding the 

devalued local....  

is a major source of the 

structuration of power 

relationships.  
                              

- Manuel Castells 



Can Open Educational Resources 

thrive in closed educational settings? 

WHAT  IS 
THIS OER? 



OER Survey, Asia, 2011 (WOU, IDRC) 

 Teachers: difficult to locate, adapt, and re-

purpose OER material relevant to their work.   

 Learners: OER should be more open and multi-

modal.  

 Technical support: lack of standard practices in 

the packaging and re-use of OER. 

 Management: concerns regarding intellectual 

property; copyright issues and competition 

 



DEMOCRATISING EDUCATION 



COL Resources 



 Localisation: principles 

 Involve locals 

 A community of practice bolsters localisation 

 Must be done in appropriate formats 

 Understand local contexts 

http://gradworks.umi.com/3450142.pdf 

Localization of Open Educational Resources 

(OER) in Nepal: Strategies of Himalayan 

Knowledge-Workers  
Tiffany Zenith Ivins  

March 2011 



TESSA model Connexions model 

Financial viability 

 From donors to 

partners 

 For-profit and 

non-profit 

consortium 

 State funding 

NPTEL model 



Phases Characteristics 

1 Appropriation ability of every stakeholder to have access to the tools of 

OER. This would not only include the availability of 

infrastructure, but also the social access to every 

stakeholder irrespective of class, gender and ethnicity 

2 Localization reflects the meaning, position and physical space given to 

OERs vis-à-vis social, political and cultural values.  

 3 Incorporation Every stakeholder should have the ability to interact with 

OER and use them for strengthening the educational goals 

of the community.  

4 Conversion The stakeholder is encouraged to look beyond the 

community and enter into a relationship with the global 

community. In addition, the stakeholder is also influencing 

the structure and functions of OER. 

Domestication of OER 



 Trends: Addressing core needs 

 Need for Qualifications rather than value 

addition 

 Emphasis on a range of technologies rather 

than only on computers 

 State supported rather than driven by 

philanthropy 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

     

Towards Sustainable OER: a developing world 

perspective, AJDE, 2010 

      Asha Kanwar         K. Balasubramaniam    Abdurrahman Umar                                                     



Re-defining OER 

 The phenomenon of OER is an empowerment 

process, facilitated by technology in  which 

various types of stakeholders  are able to 

interact, collaborate, create and use 

materials and pedagogic practices, that 

are freely available, for enhancing access, 

reducing costs and improving the quality of 

education and learning at all levels  

          A Kanwar, K Balasubramanian, A Umar, AJDE, 2010 

 



The OER movement can democratise 

education by 

 Involving different stakeholders to 

participate, collaborate, create and share; 

 Encouraging consumers to become the 

producers of knowledge; 

 Enabling us to harness the wealth of tacit 

knowledge across the globe to address the 

great development challenges of our time. 


