
COL in the Commonwealth
Promoting Learning for Sustainable Development

Professor Asha Kanwar
President & CEO

20CCEM  |  Nadi, Fiji  |  February 20, 2018



Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting
Vancouver, 1987



To help Commonwealth governments and 

institutions use technologies to improve and 

expand access to education and training







Two Sectors
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Gender
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Learning for Sustainable 
Development



Commonwealth Executive MBA/MPA

• 11 partner institutions
• Enrolment of over 30,000
• 14,000 graduated

ECONOMIC GROWTH



Benefits

Graduates saw on increase of 38%
in monthly income

For every $ 1 invested, learners received 

$ 3.40 in direct returns1:3.
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ECONOMIC GROWTH

An increase of 28.5 % points in the 
probability of being promoted



Virtual University for Small States of 
the Commonwealth



Direct and indirect benefits per student in VUSSC  

7,000 USD more  
than the face-to-face-students per year while studying

69% less direct cost 

to the VUSSC 
students in tuition 
fees

9%

$

ECONOMIC GROWTH

Reduced Costs/Increased Benefits

77%

Majority work



ECONOMIC GROWTH
Every $1 invested resulted in $9 
worth of income and assets.



ECONOMIC GROWTH
1% increase in empowerment 
2.3% increase in profit



SOCIAL INCLUSION
Social Return on Investment showed 
that every US$ invested resulted in 
US$8 worth of benefits to students.



Unit Cost per Student

Formal Secondary 
School

Open School

India INR 15,288 INR 1,230

Namibia ZAR 5,346 ZAR 1,262

Source: Rumble, G., & Koul, B.N. (2007).



Now in deployment

SO
C

IA
L 

IN
C

LU
SI

O
N

Aptus
An off-grid, off-line virtual classroom that allows 
learners in regions with no connectivity to benefit from 
digital resources and learning networks





• The probability 
of being 
employed 
increased by 
50%

• Income 
increased by 5 
times 



ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSERVATION

ODL students have 1/3rd 
carbon footprint compared to 
campus-based students



Blue Economy
Research Institute

Understanding the Blue Economy

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSERVATION



Green Teacher
ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSERVATION



Results Achieved



Secondary Schooling 

Teacher Education 

@30

Higher Education

Skills

Gender Equality

Constant  renewal



Africa & the Mediterranean Asia

Pacific Caribbean

COL Focal Points
Our direct link to your country



Thank You
www.col.org


