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Hon Prime Minister of Samoa, Hon Ministers, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen. My 

task today is to give you an overview of the rich discussions at the keynotes, parallel and poster 

sessions, round tables, and all the intense engagements in between—in fifteen minutes. So let us 

look at the takeaways and prospects, which I have prepared with Team COL. 

We have come to the close of a very successful tenth Pan Commonwealth Forum. And the success is 

due to the contributions of each and every member of the growing PCF community—with 

newcomers and familiar faces. We had over 400 participants from 43 countries, which includes 122 

online participants.   

Let me begin by thanking our hosts Athabasca University for their warm welcome and generous 

hospitality. Canada like its large spaces, has a large heart and knows how to take care of its guests. 

Prof Peter Scott’s leadership has been most inspiring and our partnership with Athabasca University 

is stronger than ever before.  

Kristine Williamson has been the driving force for all the local arrangements, and I thank her most 

warmly for her contributions as I do my own colleagues Dr Balaji and Doris McEachern, who have 

led the coordination of the activities from COL.  

I would like to thank each and every member of the Programme and Organising Committees for 

their meticulous hard work and for cheerfully taking on so many additional responsibilities.  

The Programme Committee at COL supported by our former colleague and Programme Manager Dr 

Alison Mead Richardson, have worked closely with the Athabasca team to develop the programme 

and adjusted the schedules to accommodate last-minute changes. Thank you for your understanding 

and accommodation.  

Thanks to our excellent emcee Carrie Anton, for her impeccable facilitation.  

The theme ‘Innovations for Educational Resilience’ was explored from four thematic perspectives —

building resilience, fostering lifelong learning, inspiring innovations and promoting equity and 

inclusion.  In order to open up wider participation and encourage diverse views, four online 

discussion forums were held and I have already shared some of the highlights in my opening 

remarks. 
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The day before the Forum, COL organised six workshops related to open schooling, teacher 

education, technology-enabled learning, VUSSC, L3F, and GIRLS Inspire. The outcomes will 

strengthen the COL programme. 

PCF10 got off to a flying start with a beautiful and moving opening ceremony which showcased 

Canadian culture and included a blessing by a First Nations elder.  The White Hat ceremony offered 

by the City of Calgary captured the essence of Albertan hospitality. 

This was followed by an opening plenary where we set the context for the deliberations by reflecting 

on the theme and sub-themes. Key messages from the panellists include: 

1. More emphasis needs to be placed on providing access to quality higher education for 

women and girls, persons with disabilities and those living in remote areas. – Joanna 

Newman 

2. Learners and the learning experience should be the centre of every educational innovation. – 

Maxim Jean-Louis 

3. The framework for building resilience rests on four pillars: places, policies, practices and 

people. – Christina Kwauk 

4. ODL and technology tools provide rich opportunities to support persons with disabilities as 

well as those who are disadvantaged because of gender, language or geography. – Dianne 

Chambers. 

In her insightful address, Claudette McGowan said ‘I cannot emphasize how important 

cybersecurity is. Protecting data, protecting privacy—is critical to everything we do’. 

The Asa Briggs lecture is always a highlight of PCF-- Prof. Tim Blackman, Vice Chancellor of Open 

University, UK highlighted the importance of reaching underprivileged students through open 

learning and providing opportunities for jobs in the modern economy. 

The first day concluded with an awards ceremony where outstanding individuals and institutions 

were designated Honorary COL Fellows and received Excellence in Distance Education Awards. 

The Prime Minister of Canada, the Rt Hon Justin Trudeau sent a special video message to the 

participants assuring them that Canada “remain[ed] committed to more open, distance and 

technology-enabled learning”. 

The official inaugural address was delivered by the Hon Prime Minister of Samoa, who said “Our 

experience with Covid-19 and our on-going fight with climate change, and its impacts on our people 

and infrastructure, reinforce our conviction of the importance of technology and open, distance and 

online learning for providing access to quality education.”  

Dr Rolph Payet, delivered the keynote address on building resilience where he cautioned us about 

the dangers of disconnecting our children from nature and the things that matter. He reminded us 

‘Just like it takes a village to raise a child, it takes a village to build resilience.” 

In the sessions on Building Resilience, some of the major highlights related to: the importance of 

political will, using ODL for building institutional resilience, empowering students with C21 skills.   
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In the special plenary panel on Climate Change Education, Dr Rolph Payet, Dr Christina Kwauk, Dr 

Aishath Ali and Peseta Noumea Simi stressed the need for drawing on indigenous knowledge, 

understanding the impact of climate change on health and building sustainable infrastructure. It was 

important for each one of us to take responsibility and respond to the urgency of the crisis by 

conserving our environment and building educational resilience.  

Prof. Olaf Zawacki-Richter, addressed the sub-theme of fostering lifelong learning, and stressed the 

importance of touching one million lives with lifelong learning opportunities through enhanced 

research in open and distance learning. 

Discussions on Fostering Lifelong Learning covered issues related to:  learning from the traditional 

knowledge of indigenous communities, developing flexible and seamless pathways between formal, 

non-formal and informal learning, skilling reskilling and upskilling for livelihoods within the 

spectrum of lifelong learning.  

Mohammed Rezwan, in the keynote address on inspiring innovations demonstrated how observing 

and learning from the resilience of communities can lead to innovations such as the boat schools 

which had brought education to some of the most deprived children in the world.  

In the parallel sessions related to this sub-theme, the key ideas that emerged were: technology is an 

invention but when it is ‘domesticated’ according to local needs, it becomes an innovation; it is 

important to focus on the ethic of innovation and the impact on the lives of the people and the 

planet; and if the education system is to be transformed, then innovation needs to be scalable. 

In the keynote on Promoting Equity and Inclusion, Hon. Buti Kgwaridi Manamela, referred to the 

interventions of the South African government on ‘enhancing the capacity of previously 

disadvantaged academic institutions to contribute meaningfully to our nation’s human capital 

development needs and knowledge production priorities ’. 

The sub-theme discussions covered the value of girls’ education, the importance of female role 

models and tailoring specific approaches to reach persons with disabilities.  Policies that start with 

the margin are also more effective in serving the centre. Equity and equality are fundamental to 

resilience.  

Several special workshops and panel discussions were held on smart education strategies, emerging 

technologies such as artificial intelligence and the future of learning. Some of these were organised 

jointly with UNESCO, IITE, UNEVOC.  

The poster session demonstrated creative ways of presenting ideas, and the market exchange 

showcased some innovative products and platforms that can transform teaching and learning.  

COL’s book launch always draws a great deal of enthusiasm and one participant described it as a 

‘Christmas party, full of valuable gifts’—which disappeared in minutes.   

The Ministerial Round Table was chaired by the Hon PM of Samoa—most countries shared the same 

challenges during covid 19, implemented creative solutions to keep the doors of learning open. COL 

has been tasked with several actions—capacity building of teachers in pedagogy and well-being, 
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developing skills for livelihoods, enhancing the quality of ODL, empowering parents to strengthen 

the educational ecosystem.  

One of the key outcomes of this forum is the Calgary Communique which provides a roadmap for 

promoting innovations for educational resilience.  

What has changed between PCF9 and PCF10? The greatest disruption was caused by Covid 19. The 

global community embraced distance and online learning. The climate crisis has become more 

urgent and real. The inequalities that always existed have surfaced as a major priori ty. The role of 

parents and siblings has become an important dimension of the teaching-learning process. As 

educators, we have a full agenda going forward. The only way to achieve it is through partnerships 

and collaboration. 

Thank you, Ministers for travelling long distances to support us. 

Let me also acknowledge the generous contributions made by our international sponsors and 

partners: the Association of Commonwealth Universities, Botswana Open University, Department of 

Foreign Affairs and Trade, Australia, the Namibia College of Open Learning, the National Institute 

of Open Schooling, India, the National Open University of Nigeria, the Open Polytechnic, New 

Zealand, the Open University, UK, Open University, Malaysia, the University of London, UNESCO-

UNEVOC and Wawasan Open University, Malaysia.  

The COL family in Metro Vancouver and in New Delhi thank you all for joining us in Calgary. 

Travel back safely. 
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