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The EduFrame $65 computer in a school in Maldives



WHERE IS IT?

Vancouver               New Delhi
(Headquarters)                          (CEMCA)



The Commonwealth of 
L iLearning

WHAT IS IT FOR?
To help Commonwealth governments 

and institutions use various 
technologies to improve and expand 
education, training and learning ineducation, training and learning in 

support of development



EDUCATION
• Open Schooling

• Teacher Education

• Higher Educationg

• Virtual University for Small    y
States of the Commonwealth



Open Schooling:p g
Aim:
T d d h li bTo expand secondary schooling because 
400 million children between 12 and 17 are 

not in school

Frances Ferreira
(Namibia)



Teacher Education
Aim:
to expand and improve teacher education,to expand and improve teacher education, 
because 10 million new teachers are needed

Abd h  UAbdurrahman Umar
(Nigeria)(Nigeria)



Higher Education

Aim: Aim: 
To improve the quality of higher education

Willie Clarke-Okah
(Nigeria/Canada)(Nigeria/Canada)



Th Vi t l U i it fThe Virtual University for 
Small States of the Commonwealth



The Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth     

Not a new university but a 
collaborative network for 

developing eLearningdeveloping eLearning 
materials

The Commonwealth of Learning



The Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth     

Emma Kruse Vaai John LesperanceEmma Kruse Vaai                            John Lesperance
Samoa                                              Seychelles

The Commonwealth of Learning



LIVELIHOODS & HEALTH
• Skills Development

• Learning for Farmingg g

• Healthy CommunitiesHealthy Communities

• Integrating eLearning• Integrating eLearning



Skills Developmentp
Aim:
I f l h  t  kill  d l tInformal approaches to skills development

Ali  M d Ri h dAlison Mead Richardson
(United Kingdom)(United Kingdom)



Learning for Farming
Aim:
Lifelong Learning for Better FarmingLifelong Learning for Better Farming

Kodhandaraman
Balasubramanian
(I di )(India)



Healthy Communities

Aim:
To help communities improve health by using 
local media

Ian Pringle
(Canada)(Canada)



Integrating eLearningg g g
Aim:
To integrate eLearning wherever appropriateTo integrate eLearning wherever appropriate

Trudi van Wyk
(South Africa)(South Africa)



Commonwealth Educational Media 
Centre for Asia (CEMCA): New DelhiCentre for Asia (CEMCA): New Delhi
Aim: 
Development of technology for Asia, 
especially community radio and especially community radio and 
EduFrame:
a $65 computing devicea $65 computing device
for education

Ramamurthy Sreedher
(India)



Plan
1. Children not in secondary schooly

2. Computers for education not IT2. Computers for education not IT

3. Three high-profile projects3. Three high profile projects

4. The EduFrame initiative4. The EduFrame initiative



The Secondary Surge

400 million 12-17 year olds  NOT in school



If the unit cost of 

SECONDARY

is more than double

PRIMARY

Professor
A country will NEVER achieve

Professor
Keith Lewin UNIVERSAL SECONDARY 

EDUCATION



The educationThe education 
of girls may 
also be the 

most powerfulmost powerful 
tool againsttool against 

climate change



Open Schooling:p g
Aim:
T d d h li bTo expand secondary schooling because 
400 million children between 12 and 17 are 

not in school

Frances Ferreira
(Namibia)



National Institute for Open Schooling – India

400 000 il ll400,000 new pupils annually



Plan
1. Children not in secondary schooly

2. Computers for education not ITp

3. Three high-profile projectsg p p j

4. The EduFrame initiative



Computers:Computers:
N f hi ITNot for teaching IT

but

to facilitate learning more widely





Plan
1. Children not in secondary schooly

2. Computers for education not IT2. Computers for education not IT

3. Three high-profile projectsg p p j

4. The EduFrame initiative



Mega-Schools, 
T h l dTechnology and 
Teachers: 
Achieving Education 
for All

by

John S. Daniel

Routledge 2010



Can ICTs help?

• One Laptop Per Child (USA)

• NEPAD eSchools (Africa)

• Hole In The Wall (India)• Hole In The Wall (India)



“To ‘learn learning’ through a methodology called “constructivism” 
in which the learners construct new knowledge from their 
experiences” Nicholas Negropontee pe e ces c o as eg opo te



The OLPC XO-1 laptopThe OLPC XO 1 laptop



Launch at Davos 2005Launch at Davos 2005
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Failure to achieve potential:
1. Price higher than $100 –

but spurred design of cheap laptopsbut spurred design of cheap laptops

2. Goal: 150 million annually by 2007y y
Reality: ~ 1 million distributed

3 Ch f di3. Change of discourse: 
from learning to selling

4. Little monitoring and evaluation
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Some results of the survey
• ‘a new phase of systemic integration informed by 
national government policies and multi-stakeholder-led 
implementation processes’p e e tat o p ocesses

• Most African countries now have national ICT policies in 
place and most have ICT policies for the education sector

• The formal schools sector has led the way in ICT in 
education in most African countries

• African policies now try to integrate ICT into education, 
rather than treating it just as a subject to be taught

• ‘unlike in many parts of the developed world, African 
staff and teachers appear to be more welcoming to the 
prospect of ICT in education’prospect of ICT in education



Demonstration:
6 diverse 
schools in 16 
countriescountries…

Aim:Aim: 
550,000 African 
schools onschools on 
Internet by 2020



Lessons Learned
• Complexity underestimated: slow start

• Limp management & laissez-faire approach

• Did not build on previous work and CSO experience

• Little use for pedagogy but IT skills improved

• Big impact on governments and local communities

• No cost-benefit analysisNo cost benefit analysis

BUT

No roll-out of wider project so far!!



Can ICTs help?

• One Laptop Per Child (USA)

• NEPAD eSchools (Africa)

• Hole In The Wall (India)• Hole In The Wall (India)



The Slumdog 
Professor

Sugata MitraSugata Mitra





Mi i ll i i d tiMinimally invasive education



Research Programme
• What are they doing?

What are they learning?• What are they learning?

• What is the impact on schooling?p g



Findings:g
• Learning happens in groups



Findings:g
• Learning occurs in stages

• Getting started a challenge



Findings:g
• Group membership changes constantly

• Everyone an expert



Findings:g
• Develops intellectual maturity

• Does not help rote learning

P t & iti lik it• Parents & communities like it



The EduFrame $65 computer in a school in Maldives
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• The lower the price, the better

• Countries use their own curricula



Observations:Observations:
• The lower the price, the better

• Countries use their own curricula

• Real cost reduction



Observations:Observations:
• The lower the price, the better

• Countries use their own curricula

• Real cost reduction



good news

&

bad news



COSTCOST



ACCESS QUALITY

COST



The Technology 
Revolution

• ACCESS (wider)

• QUALITY (higher)

• COST (lower)

ALL AT THE SAME TIME!ALL AT THE SAME TIME!
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