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We commit to building resilient education systems 
that can withstand future threats and disruptions. 
We seek to improve access to digital connectivity 
and skills to support teaching and learning, we 
pledge to ensure inclusion and equity, harness 
partnerships with the private sector and empower 
children and young people to shape the digital 
transformation of education in the 
Commonwealth. Article 30, Ministerial Statement, 
CCEM, 2022.
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Schooling system

Open schooling
e.g. New Zealand and India

Hybrid/blended schooling 
e.g. Malawi and 

Mozambique ‘open schools’

Face-to-face schooling

272 million children are out 
of school (GPE, 2025)
GER at secondary level 77% 
in 2024 (World Bank, 2026a)
19.8% NEETS (World Bank, 
2026b)
The Price of Inaction USD 
10,000 trillion annually 
(UNESCO, 2024)
Only ODL can close the gap 
(Mays & Singh, 2020; Mays 
and Siafu, 2025) 



FODE, 2026



https://colcommons.org/ 

Classroom teachers
• Curriculum mapping
• ODL design
• OER
• Inclusion (including 

gender)
• Assessment
• Learner Support
• Business Models
• Beyond Numbers

AFRICA
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Figure 1: A resilient schooling sub-system
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Human-in-the-Loop

AI
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The Batch @ 
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I believe in letting — and even encouraging — someone to redo something 

until they succeed. This is as opposed to standing in judgement of the fact 

they didn’t get it right the first time. Also, I believe homework 

assignments should be designed primarily to help people practice and 

learn, rather than to judge their skill level. This is why I prefer to create 

“Practice Problems” — questions that, when you think through them, help 

you to gain practice and reinforce what you know. As opposed to 

“Assessment Problems” designed primarily to judge skill. Ng (2026, 22 

May).
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