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COL Pre-Conference 

Workshops

Higher Education Regional Centres Technology-
Enabled Learning



COL Pre-Conference 

Workshops

Lifelong Learning for 
Farmers

Teacher Education

VUSSC

Open Schooling



Opening Ceremony



Plenary Panel: Innovations for 

Quality Education and Lifelong 

Learning

Prof 

Nageshwar

Rao

Prof 

Abdalla Uba Adamu Moderator:

Sir John Daniel

Dr Caroline Seelig



Highlights

Two special 

features of 

open 

universities 

breadth and 

quality
- Prof. Nageshwar

Rao, IGNOU

Transformatio

n through 

social 

engineering 

creates 

innovative 

learning 

spaces...
- Prof. Abdulla 

Adamu, NOUN

Provide on-

demand, just 

in time, 

personalized 

learning.  
- Caroline Seelig, 

OPNZ



Asa Briggs Lecture

Lord David Puttnam of 

Queensgate CBE

Moderator: 

Prof. Alan Tait,

Open University, UK

The time for action by all 

Commonwealth countries is 

now the world is likely to be 

in a significantly worst state 

by the time of the next 

meeting, and the most 

vulnerable will only have 

become more vulnerable.



Special Focus: Youth

The Honourable Danny 

Faure, President of the 

Republic of Seychelles

Chair: 

Dr. Linda Sissons,

Chair, 

Commonwealth of 

Learning

How can we empower 

youth to become 

agents of change for 

peace, security, justice, 

climate resilience and 

sustainable 

development for all?



1. Opening Up Education

Mr Marc Prensky

Founder and Executive 

Director of The Global 

Future Education 

Foundation and Institute

Chair: 

Prof Clement 

Sankat,

University of Belize

Achievement winning 

a prize, climbing a 

mountain, learning a 

lesson benefits only 

the achiever, while 

accomplishment makes 

the world better in some 

way.  



Opening Up Education: 

Highlights

ÅMore use of OER, MOOCs and online learning

ÅFlexible learning for people with different 
abilities

ÅProviding new pathways for acquiring 
credentials

ÅQuality assurance of OER and MOOCs

ÅRecognition of prior learning and current 
competence



2. Equity and Inclusion

Ms Sarah Brown, 

Executive Chair, 

Global Business 

Coalition for 

Education

Prof Josie Fraser,

Deputy Vice 

Chancellor, Open 

University UK

If we don t change the trend 

now, by 2030 we will have 

400 million children leaving 

school without basic primary 

education and half of the 

world s boys and girls will not 

have the basic skills needed 

for the workforce.



Plenary Panel: Equity and 

Inclusion

Moderator: 

Prof. Mary Kellet

Dr. Neil Fassina Hon. St. Clair Prince

Hon. Loau Solamalemalo Keneti Sio

Mr Armoogum ParsuramenDr. Liz Marr



Plenary Panel: Education for 

Girls

Moderator: 

Osama Manzar,

Digital 

Empowerment 

Foundation

Hon. Nick Gibb Frances J. Ferreira

Mohammed Rezwan

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://defindia.azurewebsites.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/osama-manzar.jpg&imgrefurl=http://defindia.org/founders-members/&docid=MY6jXRS5VxnQcM&tbnid=HGrnvty9TNNquM:&vet=10ahUKEwi32dblicnkAhXzHDQIHUxvDPwQMwhRKAAwAA..i&w=188&h=188&bih=795&biw=1368&q=osama manzar&ved=0ahUKEwi32dblicnkAhXzHDQIHUxvDPwQMwhRKAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8


Equity and Inclusion: Highlights

ÅNeed culturally-sensitive interventions in local 
communities and local languages

ÅEmpower mothers and sensitise communities to 
ensure no girl is left behind

ÅRecognise special educational needs and providing 
inclusive learning environments

ÅTrain teachers and staff for these changing needs. 



3. Technology

Professor Sugata Mitra

Professor Emeritus, 

Newcastle University, 

United Kingdom

Chair: 

Dr Neil Fassina,

Athabasca University

Comprehension, 

communication and 

computing should 

be the key 

outcomes of 

schooling.



Special Address: AI and Education

Professor Rose Luckin

University College of 

London, United Kingdom

Chair: 

Prof. Datuk Dr Asma Ismail

We need to think 

about how we help 

people understand 

enough about AI  so 

that they are not 

scared. But they are 

judiciously careful.



Technology: Highlights

ÅEthical use of AI in teaching and learning

ÅUse MOOCs effectively for teacher training at scale

ÅImplement blockchain credentials for improved 
mobility

ÅUse Augmented Reality and Virtual Reality for skills 
development

ÅDigital literacy skills key to lifelong learning



4. Employability: Plenary Panel: 

Moderator: 

Mr Malcolm Sweeting

The Open University, UK

Dr KavirajSharma Sukon

Dr Lily Chan Prof Abdul Mannan



Employability: Highlights

ÅWork with employers to develop the competencies 
student require

ÅIntegrate employability frameworks in educational 
systems

ÅFocus on soft skills and digital literacy 

ÅProvide work integrated flexible learning 
opportunities

ÅDevelop assessment norms for employers



Posters & Market 

Exchange



Ministers  Roundtable



From 

PCF8 to 

PCF9: 

How did 

the world 

change?

Artificial intelligence

Learners with special 

abilities

Employability

Youth and girls  

education



United around SDG4

From challenge to 

solutions

Collective action for 

policy change

Special to this PCF: Big Picture



The Road Ahead

ÅSuccess: from capacity to 
capability

ÅSharing best practice

ÅHarnessing innovation for change



Thank you Ministers!



Thank you Sponsors 

& Partners!



Thank you Open 

University!



Thank you Edinburgh!



Thank you 

Participants!


