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Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting
Vancouver, 1987



Signed on 1 
September 1988



To help Commonwealth governments and institutions 

use technologies to improve and expand access to 

education and training



Regulatory Framework 
in Canada

• Headquarters’ Agreement

• Foreign Missions and International 
Organizations Act of Canada

• Income Tax Act of Canada



The number of countries 

contributing increased from 23 

in 2003-06 to 47 currently

Canada 

India

UK

Australia

New Zealand

Nigeria

South Africa

Who supports COL?



Accountability

‘…in fulfilment of their 
accountability to member 
countries of the Commonwealth, 
reporting to meetings of 
Ministers of Education and
Heads of Government on the 
activities of COL over the 
reporting period  and its planned 
activities for the future….’

(MOU, 1988.6 (e), p.4)
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Education Skills

Gender Equality   |   Technology-Enabled Learning

PROGRAMME SECTORS



Leveraging new and existing technologies



Connecting



Cyprus
Malta

Botswana 
Eswatini 
Lesotho 
Maldives 
Mauritius 
Namibia 

Seychelles

Fiji
Kiribati
Nauru

Papua New Guinea
Samoa

Solomon Islands
Tonga
Tuvalu

Vanuatu

The Gambia

Brunei 
Darussalam

Antigua & Barbuda, Bahamas, 
Barbados, Belize, Dominica, 
Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, 
St.Kitts & Nevis, Saint Lucia, 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Trinidad & Tobago

Connecting 
the Commonwealth
(32 small states)



60+
• Intergovernmental organisations

• Universities and educational institutions 

• Associations and networks

opendoor.col.org



MENTORING

CommonwealthWiseWomen.org



Innovating



A low-cost device 
that allows 
educators and 
learners to 
connect to digital 
learning platforms 
and content 
without the need 
for grid electricity 
or Internet 
access.

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA

BAHAMAS, THE

FIJI

INDIA

KIRIBATI

MALDIVES

MOZAMBIQUE

NIGERIA

PAKISTAN

SAMOA

TONGA

VANUATU

ZAMBIA



MobiMOOC- Online learning - Food and Agriculture sector underserved. 
COL’s innovation helps farmers access learning using basic phones



Virtual Labs 



Transforming



COL admitted over 
151,133 citizens of 
the Commonwealth 
to gain skills to 
regain employment, 
with more than 
42,000 of them 
completed

Economic growth: 
Skilling and re-skilling



Empowering Women



ICT Augmentation for Small States/LDCs

• Addressing ICT resources and 
capacities

• Build national resilience for 
education by supporting 
disaster preparedness in small 
states 

• Introduce and model the use of 
environmentally sustainable 
green technologies



Transforming 
Education for Climate 
Action



COL: Delivering a 
Common Future by…

Promoting 
‘learning for 
sustainable 
development’

01

Supporting 
innovations 
for affordable 
and accessible 
technologies

02

Serving the 
last person in 
the queue

03



Innovations for Educational Resilience
14 – 16 September 2022

pcf10.org



Thank you

The contents of this presentation, with the exception of logos and graphics which are the 
property of the respective owners, is made available under Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 
International (CC BY-SA 4.0). 

www.col.org


