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e are happy partnerships were created in Bangladesh, India,

to present to Malaysia, Maldives, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.

& you the May 5, Industry linked course on SouAdsistant
2015 issue of CEMCA

Newsletterand thank

was launched in collaboration with NIOS. OER
~ based elLearning was adopted by Uttarakhand
you for the appreciation onen niversityindia; Open University of Sri
provided for the January Issue. This issue has fanka, Sri Lanka; and/awasan Open University
guest column by Prof Ormond Simpson MalaysiaA Community of Practice platform has
examining how the distance education been put in practice for ICifitegrationAn
institutions are moving towards online modes ofiynovative MediaViki extension for OER quality
educational deliveryYou can read about has been developedie are working witiAIOU,
Maldives National University in the ‘Spotlight  pgkistan on creating skills based courvés.
On’ section. Flicker of Farmer: Digital Green helped initiating policy level intervention at
narrates how rural communities are being Maldives, Sri Lanka and Pakistan. Maldives
empowered and improving their livelihoods Broadcasting Commission is working on policy on
through knowledge exchange. Under community broadcasting as a result of our
TechnologyTracking, we bring to you the Do It jnjtiatives. The DIETTeacher Educators of
Yourself tips on creatingndroid based\pps Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka and Madhya
through theé\pp Inventor Furtheyyou will Pradesh were benefited from ICT integrated
learn about SkillsRec Model which uses the  teacher education programmes. Initiatives were
Latent Semantidnalysis to identify learner undertaken on mobile educational app
skills through semantically analyzing teacher development. This is just a glimpse of our

competencies and learner interests. Finally activities carried out to meet the planned
the ‘Successful Mediand Research outcomes.

Techniques (SMAR) Tips’ section you can ) )
learn about how to maintain fluency in academicn 0ur Sixvear Plan (2015-21) we shall continue
and report writing. helping CommonwealtAsian member countries to

improve the scope, scale and quality of teaching
and learning at all levels through the use of media
and educational technologies to extend and
improve educational systems.

With June 2015, our currenhreeYear Plan
(2012-15) is coming to an end. When we look
back at these three years, we feel happy in
reporting to you, our esteemed readleat we
were able to achieve almost all our targets, eve
in some cases we exceeded. The focus of our

activities is course development, capacity
NewsletterWe also encourage you to be a

building, quality assurance, development of i ) o
toolkits, and development of open and distanceconmbumr of articles, research and media tips and
' news on ICT and OER happening in your region.

learning (ODL), information and communications
technology (ICT) and open educational
resources (OER) policyCollaborative

A/Ve hope you enjoy reading this iss\ée
welcome your comments and feedback on what
you would like to be in the future issues of the

With best wishes
Ramesh C. Sharma



G u ESt CO I u m n responsible for these declines, it does

nas suggest that ‘pure’ e-teaching or online
education has not been a huge success for
the UKOU.

One exception

Curiously there is onAsian distance
university that has not yet moved to pure
online education. It is the Korean National
Open University (KNOU). Whilst South

My car is my Bond...

By Prof. Ormond Simpson

Korea has household internet access of
97% and a broadband speed of 82Mbps
(compared with example with the UkB0%
access and 29Mpbs) it nevertheless still
requires its students to experience some
compulsory face-to-face (f2f) teaching at
the beginning of its courseés the KNOU
introductory 2014 guideline manual for
freshmen states:

Many years ago when | was a student in the
UK, I was a member of the Bond Minicar Club
The Bond Minicar had no connection with thd
dashing fictional secret agent of that name
James Bond; it was a response to the need f{
provide the cheapest possible form of transp
in &Britain that was still in post-war austerity
It was a tiny three-wheeled two-seater car wit
a 175cc motorcycle engine based on the singie
front wheel. It had a top speed of about 45 mph downhill with a
following wind. The motto of the Bond Minicar Club was - not ~ “T0 overcome limitations in distant education and to
surprisingly - ‘Festina Lente’, Latin for ‘Hasten slowly’. encourage interactions between faculty members and students
and also among students, KNOU requires its freshmen
| often think of that motto when | read yet another article about through juniors to take face to face classes for three courses,
the future of distance education and the Internet. What I think = 54 seniors are required to take face to face classes for three
concerns me is the speed at which some distance institutions argqrses at their regional campuggsnerally students are
moving towards very largely online modes. | understand for supposed to take 6 courses a semester - authioese face

instance that those two giants of #gian distance education 5 face classes are held consecutively for two or three days in
scene, the Indira Ghandi National Open University and the Openg semester and there are tests at the end of the classes.”
University of China, are both moving in that direction.

The decision to retain some f2f teaching was also partly made on
L . the results of a student surveln the survey KNOU students
Moving into e-teaching responded that they valued the f2f sessions mostly because of

Of course many other distance institutions are moving into e- difficulties in understanding study materials on their own. They

teaching (I don't like to use the term e-learning. What distance /S0 wanted to overcome feelings of isolation from studying
institutions are doing is e-teaching. E-learning is what student&!0ne. Some 50% felt the current proportion of f2f sessions was

are doing. It can be a mistake to confuse proposed means wittfiPPropriate whilst another 40% wanted more of them.

hoped-for-ends. Such a confusion is what the philosopher o
Gilbert Ryle would have called a ‘category errebefuddliingtwo ~ Other institutions’ concerns

things that are essentially different). The KNOU approach is similar to that of a much smaller

The concern for me about e-teaching is that it is not clear just institution, the Dublin City University Connected (DCU

how effective it is as yet, nor whether it increases student Connected) in Ireland which offers students the options of all
access, or even saves manégke my old institution the UK tutorials f2f, all tutorials online or a mixture of both. Due to

Open University for example. Since it started to move into e-  concerns about socialisation, they ingistvstudents take the
teaching its graduation rate has dropped from around 40% dowmixture’ option. They are greatly concerned about the future of
to about 13%. In addition it is now failing to reach the more thanf2f teaching as they find that there is not the level of online

20% of the UK population that does not have household interaction in online classrooms that one gets in f2f classes and,
broadband internet access. Fingliyras recently started as mentioned previouslthey are concerned about socialisation
running a financial deficit. Whilst there must be many factors between students. There are other distance institutions such as




German FernUniversitat where teaching isgeneral’. | do not know of any studies of
based on a blended learning concept withAsian students’ e-learning skills, but it

written study materials, ICT and media
and f2f teaching and learning. There are
compulsory seminars and optional
tutorials or other supportive events and
lectures. The FernUniversitat certainly
intends to maintain its f2f teaching
programme.

How good are the students?

In addition to my concerns about the

would seem to be an area that any
institution should check out before going
too far down the online education route.

In addition there is some evidence that

students prefer a blended approach rathe

than pure e-learning. Miliszewska (2007)
found that students preferred a blended

technology) and educational fashion.
They should not continue to rush into e-
teaching without some very careful
research. Moves into e-teaching should
be carefully monitored and evaluated step
by step for their effects on student

yetention and dropoufAnd in particulay

institutions should maintain other forms
of contact with their students whether by

model of teaching to an exclusively online Phone or f2f or other methods.
approach. Similarly Shaker and Hu (2008) For my old Bond minicar had two other

found that students offered f2f and online

effectiveness of pure e-teaching | wonder teaching, were more satisfied than

about how good students are at e-
learning. There has long been a belief in
distance education institutions that
young people brought up in the age of
the internet (the ‘Google Generation’)
have a high level of skglin using the

Web for learning. However a report
commissioned by the UK Joint
Information Systems Committee
(Rowlands et al,
2008) claims that
although young
people
demonstrate an
ease and
familiarity with
computers, ‘they
rely on the most
basic search tools and do
not possess the critical and
analytical skills to assess the information
that they find on the web’. The report
suggests that ‘research-behaviour traits
that are commonly associated with

younger users — impatience in search and

navigation, and zero tolerance for any
delay in satisfying their information needs
— are now the norm for all age-groups,
from younger pupils and undergraduates
through to professors’.

A more recent study from Spain (Garcia,
Escofet and Gros, 2013) also found that
‘although most university students have

a basic set of technological abilities, these
do not necessarily translate into
sophisticated skills in the use of other
technologies or information literacy in

students just offered online teaching.
Distance institutions ignore their student
preferences at their

peril.

‘Festina lente’

My old Bond minicar had some curious
characteristics apart from its lack of
speed. For instance it didn’'t have a
reverse gearSo I'm not saying that

distance institutions should reverse their

moves into e-teaching. But | am

characteristics. One was a tendency to
catch fire at unfortunate moments. The
very last time that happened to me was
next to a police box where it had to
be finally abandoned.
The other
characteristic arose
from the fact that
the engine was
mounted entirely
on the front
wheel which
gave the
car the
ability to
turn
through a
9Crangle.
Unfortunately
this sometimes
meant that the throttle cable got trapped,
with the result that the car would start
spinning faster and faster on the same
spot. Now distance institutions aren’t
going to catch fire if they move into e-
teaching. But the image of an institution
spinning around uselessly on the same
spot may not be too far-fetched to
describe an institution which doesn’t

suggesting that institutions should not be proceed very carefully in this new internet

too seduced by technophilia (love of

world.

Prof. Ormondis Msiting Fellow at the Cengr for Distance Education, University of

London International Rsgrammes. He was g@viously Véiting Professor at the Open

Polytechnic of New Zealand and Senior Leetwat the UK Open UniversityHe has

written several books, the latest of which is ‘Supporting Students for Success in Online
and Distance Education’ (Routledge 2012). He has also written a number of articles
and pesentations which can be found on his website .ammvondsimpson.com.




Spotlight On...

Maldives National University

By Mr. NingreikhanWungkhai and Ms. Rimi Chakravorty

under the government
of the Maldives. No
doubt, MCHE is the
lone public degree-
granting institute of
the nation since it
offers various degrees
and diplomas starting
from engineering to
management,
education, health,
science, tourism and
more. The institution
supports both long-term studies as well
Indian Ocean. The Maldives iswidely  as the short-term studies. MNU, in 1999
known for its beautiful landscape, open introduced a tertiary institute for open
beaches, blue lagoons and wide-ranging learning to encourage distance education

The Maldives is an island nation in the

reefs and its capital, Male, is a well-known and the Institute for Shari'ah and Law was

tourist destination, famous for the 17th -
century Hukuru Miskiy also known as
Old Friday Mosque that is made of coral
stone, along with exquisite restaurants,
crowded fish market, and shops on
Majeedhee Magu. Maldives National
University (MNU) is the first university in
this island nationEstablished in the year
1998 as Maldives College of Higher
Education (MCHE) and later opened as
Maldives National University in 2011.

established. The first University degree
programme was introduced in 2000 that
was Bachelor oArts in Dhivehi
Language.

The vision and mission of this university
are to promote prolific education and
become an outstanding academic
institution and one that is most sought
after in the country and the region. The
deeper meaning of the universgy’
mission lies somewhere in the confidence

The emergence of Maldives National to create, to discoveto preserve and to

University as what we known today has
come a long way from 1973 conjuring a
change of names. Before the
establishment of MCHE in 1998, the
institute was known allied Health
Services Training Centre since 1973.
During the initial period of MCHE, the
institute played a vital role in
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disseminate knowledge and skills, which
are quintessential to develop the essence
of culture and livelihood of the people.
The university also symbolizes and
envisages the enhancement of the social
and economic structure of the modern
society along with an ambition to keep
the nation free and Islamic forevéhe
mission of the University is also
enshrined in the Universi#ct in

Dhivehi.

The University is sagaciously
administered under the watchful eye of
the Council comprising of thecademic
Senates having the Chancellor of the
University, Dr. Mohamed Zahir Hussain
as the Chairperson, while the position of
the Executive Head is shouldered upon
Dr. Hassan Hameedjce Chancellor of
the University

Since its inception, the University has
been collaborating with many foreign
universities and organisations for
development of programmes. The Centre
for Open Learning (COL) of the Maldives
National University and UNICEF signed a
memorandum of understanding
endeavored to promote master programme
of arts in social policy in 2012. The course
was initially started in June 2013 in
collaboration with COL, Institute of Policy
Studies of Sri Lanka and Open University
of Philippines with an objective to
enhance the government and private
sectors policy makers in solving the
prevailing issues within the Maldivian
communities.

The University signed another
Memorandum of Understanding with the
Yunnan Open University (YNOU) of

’ 7 ”,
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Launching of MNU PhD programs
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China in 2013 to established Chinese
Language Learning Centre. Under this
agreement, MNU will have access to the
Yunnan Open University Chinese
Languagdeaching Platform and their
online courses wheredsinnan Open
University will send Chinese Language
Lecturers to teach in the face-to-face
classes at the Faculty Afts. TheVice
Presidentyunnan Open Universityr. Li
Congxi, and/ice Chancellor oThe
Maldives National UniversityDr. Hassan
Hameed signed the MOU in a ceremony

at the University
—
The University has =

recently formulated [l BT F A1)
an institutional
Distance

policy for open and
distance learning W
through a two-day
seminar on ODL
held fromAugust
18-19, 2014 at
Maldives National
University The
policy of ODL was
for the first time
formulated for the
Maldives at the
presence of theice Chancellor at the
closing ceremony of the seminar
Professor Uma Coomaraswarfgrmer

Commonwealth of Learning (COL),
Canada formulated the institutional policy
on ODL for the UniversityThe objective

of the Centre for Open Learning (COL) is
to encourage the university to expand
their provision of quality and accessible
higher education across the counthyst
before the two-day semindhe Centre

nursing and master of arts in social palicy
Programmes concentrated only in the
campus of MNU are now conducted at
other atolls and islands under the
provision of the Centre for expanding
education in the country

The Maldives National University’
library for the first time organized an
outreach programme in 2014 with an aim
to develop social responsibilities within
the university staff, to organize and
transform the existing library for children
of all age groups, and to promote
readership incorporating with fun and
activities. The programme was held at
Vilimale’ Kudakudhinge Hiyaa.

Recentlya research scholar of University
of Southampton, Laurens Speelman
presented at the University about his
research findings on the migration
processes in the Maldives. In his
findings, he explored the behaviour of the
migration in the Maldives during the late
1885 until 2006 based on the demographic

announced the establishment of outreachand social economy of the island nation.

centers in R. Dhuvaafaru and GN.
Fuvahmulah under the University with an
ambition to provide easy and less
expensive but
equitable
education
through open
and distance
learning. In the
recent past,
the Centre
announced
undergraduate
and post
graduates
degree
programmes. It
offers bachelor
of education,
bachelor of

The Maldives National University offers a
wide range of academic programmes
under theFaculty ofArts, Faculty of
Education, Faculty of Engineering
TechnologyFaculty of Health Sciences,
Faculty of Hospitality andourism

Studies, Faculty of Islamic Studies, MNU
Business School, Faculty of Shari'ah and
Law, Faculty of Science, Centre for
Maritime Studies, Centre for Open
Learning, and Foundation Studies.

The Maldives National University

hitherto, has been playing a vital role by
imparting open resource learning, modern
education in conjunction with technology
and management in different atolls and
islands of the Maldives-or further
information, please follow the link http://
www.mnu.edu.mv

Mr. Wungkhai andMs. Chakravortyare pursuing internship at the Commonwelath
Educational Media Centre for Asia and they can be reached at

Vice Chancellor of the Open University of wungkhain[atlyahoo[dotjcom and Chakraborty[dot]rimi92[at]gmail[dot]jcom
respectively

Sri Lanka and Honarary Fellow of the




CEMCA News

Orientation
Workshop on Science
for Women’s Health
and Nutrition

Science for women's health & nutrition
Orparaed by =

g 9P Cauncll of Sciuscs wed T
oy

An orientation workshop on Science for
Womens Health and Nutrition (SFWHN)

(NCSTC), Department of Science and
TechnologyGovernment of India in
collaboration with Commonwealth
Educational Media Centre fAsia
(CEMCA), New Delhi oApril 30 and

May 01, 2015. CEMCAirector, Dr.

Ramesh Sharma in his welcome address
explained the activities of
CEMCA. Dr. Ankuran Dultta,
Programme Officer (CEMCA),
highlighted the agenda of the
programme and congratulated
the NCSTC and community radio
. stakeholders on the completion
of 10 years of the project. [R.
Shreedherformer Director
CEMCA delivered his remarks on
the project and gave a road map
on SFWHN. He reiterated the
pivotal role rendered by
community radios in empowering

and DST with the community radio
stations of India. She praised CEMCA for
initiating such programme as it brings the
two organisations under one pedestal
working together for the development of
community radioAs many as 13
community radio representatives across
India were present at the orientation
workshop having their action plan to
implement the project.

The orientation laid greater focus on
topics like, history and the present
scenario of CR, baseline studies and
content development, and capacity
building. Ms. D. RukminVemraju, Ms.
Shirley Deepak, and Ms. Jayalakshmi
Chittor made presentations on the
baseline study and content development.
In the workshop representatives from
Community Radid\ssociation and Media
for Community Foundation discussed
about the capacity building of the
community radio stations for the SFWHN.
Ms. Lalita and Ms. Shanta Koshti,
representatives from two community radio

indigenous women folks at the grassroots stations, Hamara MSPICM, Solan and
Rudi No RadioAhmedabad shared their

level. Ms. Ujjawaldircky, Scientist ‘Fof

was organized by the National Council of NcsTC gave details of the project and

Science and@echnology Communication

Workshop for TeacherEducators

of Himachal Pradesh

A three day workshop was organized by CEMCA, New Delhi in

collaboration with the Faculty of Education, Central University o
Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala where 27 teacher educators frgmne |cT along
District Institute of Education aridtaining (DIETS) in Himachal
Pradesh were provided training on various web tools; free
educational software and components of basic computer “Ieracl¥ands-on

This workshop is in furtherance of CEMGAngagements in

enumerated the activities of the NCSTC

and the
participants were
also exposed to
the theoretical an
the application

fpart of the basics |

with orientation
and provision of

experience on

Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, and Madhya Pradesh towardscurriculum

building a strong Communities of Practice (CoP) for ICT

experiences with community radio
stations and how it does run smoothly

planning, instructional design, content delivestudent

integrated teacher education and intends to build and strength@gsessment, trends in online education. They were also provided

teacher educatorsapacities to integrate ISTnto teacher

with knowledge of using social media platforms, along with

education, focus on their professional development; and leverag@paring teaching content by usidgdio/PodcastsVideo/
the CoP platform to create an environment of collaboration; andVodcasts.

to assist teacher educators to develop and use digital librariesiy,;q workshop was facilitated by IRankaj Khare, IGNOU, New
OERs through critical perspectives on technology and its use ifya|hi and DrManas Ranjan Panigrahi, Programmgdef.

CEMCA. A session on KOER and Cefas conducted over video

The teacher educators were introduced to the CoP platform angonferencing by MiGurumurthy from Ifor Change (ITfC),
its features including access to resources, mailing groups etc., Bengaluru.

education.
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Workshop on Educational
Mobile App Development
Toolkit

A workshop on ‘Educational (Androiédypp
Developmentoolkit’ was hosted by CEMCA, New
Delhi on behalf on Commonwealth of Learning (COL
Canada in collaboration with Kulachi Hansraj Model

School (KHMS), New Delhi, from 18-20 March, 2015; that was
attended by 25 participants from 15 schools of Delhi/NCR.

While expressing gratitude to Mgerma for accepting the proposal
for hosting the workshop, DRamesh Sharma, Direct@EMCA
also encouraged the participants to learn new ICT applications and

Dr. IshamAbeywardena, DirectpmternationaRcademic integrate them in their teachiribheparticipants created theé\pp
Relations Division, Open University of Sri Lanka facilitated thisInventoraccount and set up théindroid devices for development
three day workshop. “Educators all across the globe are and debuggingleachers enjoyed using the basic components viz.

collaboratively working for providing better education to the Text to SpeechApp, AccelerometeApp, Speech Recognis&pp,
students who are the future of this global world,” said Ms. Sn&anva®\pp, Pet the KittyDice Rolling, Swat Mosquito,

Verma, Principal, KHMS in her address and welcomed and theStoryboard etcTeachers also learnt about packaging, distributing
participants for attending the workshop. and publishing an app on Google Play store.

Workshops on Open Educational highlighted the opportunities and challenges of OERs. This
R f D | m nt workshop was attended by thirty faculty members of the University
esources for beve Op € The workshop at Centurion University Béchnology and
(RO E R4 D) Management, Bhubaneshw@&disha also became a part of the
global events since it was being conducted during the Open
| EducationWeek 2015. Prof. Chandrabhanu Pattanayak, Director
Institute of Knowledge Societies presided over the inaugural
function after which Prof. Mukti Kanta Mishra, President, Centurion
University of Technology and Management addressed the core
issues regarding knowledge sharing, producing thought leaders and
action leaders, and rendering service to the society which is
quantifiable, sustainable and replicable. He further opined that the
teachers should be more competent in order to make use of OER in
their teaching-learning context. Thirty-three faculty members
participated in this workshop.

B2 Commonwealth Educational Media Centre for Asia, New Delhi

Both the workshops saw DRamesh Sharma, Direct@EMCA,

Two research workshops on ‘Open Educational Resources fi e):plsizzggihe objectives of these research workshops; after which

Development’ were organized by CEMCA from March 2-5, 2015 . hra. Educati R AN 7NN
and March 7-10, 2015 respectively at Machilipatnam (Andhra Ishra, Education \
Pradesh) and Bhubaneshwar (Odisha).

Specialist s , W
(eLearning), . ' i
These workshops were organized in collaboration with Krishn@ommonwealth of Commonwealth Educational Media Centre for Asta
University, Machilipatnam and Centurion University of Learning (COL), -+<shop on Open Educationz] Resouices or Develo ﬂm' | |
Technology and Management, Bhubaneshwar as part of  canada, provided ™ March 7 to 10, 2015 R F
CEMCASs research projeclfiéachersAttitudes, Motivations 51 gverview of )
and conceptions of Quality and Barriers to Open Educationg},q four days
Resources in Indiasupported by IDRC, Canada.

¥
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programme and
Urging the teachers to adopt OERs in their teaching learning,the methodology
Prof.V. VenkaiahVice Chancellgrkrishna University presided adopted for the
the inaugural session, followed by the speech of Chief Guestresearch
Prof.V.S. Prasad former Director of NAAC, Bengaluru who workshop.



Capacity Building
Workshop on OER
and launch of
CEMCA'’s elLearning
Programme

CEMCA in collaboration with OER Cell,
School of Computer Science &,IT situation of the
Uttarakhand Open University (UOU), state,” said Prof.
Haldwani (Nainital) organized a Capacity Subhash Dhuliya,
Building ‘hands-on training’ workshop on Vice Chancellor of
OER from February 18-19, 2015 thatwas UQU. He further
attended by 30 participants representing added, “V¢ have already reached the
different schools of UOU. unreached through EduSACommunity
Radio and online programmes, thus
imparting education to the unreached

“We can make
available the high
quality OER based
study material to f
the students at
distant places
befitting the
different
geographical

Capacity Building
Workshoﬁ on

[~

For professional development of the
higher education teachers in Uttarakhand
an OER-based elLearning programme R
developed by CEMCA was also formally yet.

launched at the inaugural session of the With an intention to provide online
workshop by UOU. The main objectives  quality study material to not only UOU
of this workshop were the promotion of  students but other Hindi speaking
OER in designing new courses in the universities as well, Prof. Dhuliya stated
University along with provision of hands- that most of UOU study materials are in
on training to the UOU faculty members  Hindi. Appreciating Prof. Dhuliya idea,
development of OER materials. Dr. R. C. Sharma, DirectdfEMCA, stated

Community Radio Video
Challenge 2015

The Community Radio

Video Cha"enge (CR:) @ Slm/mh (/’rntrufznlmtr t’?mu&m’ I”H
2015 was announced by o Ul 0 e
r, Scientificand

CEMCA

CEMCA in association
with UNESCO and
Apeegjay Institute of Mass
communication, New
Delhi for the students of
Indian media schools wit
an objective to engage th
Indian youth in
Community Radio (CR).

COMMUNITY RADIO
\l DEO CHALLENGE

(Short Film on Community Radio)
’4» {

—

+ Community Radio: Citizens’Voices, Empowering Societies

EEENEEEEEEEE FEENEEEEN NS NN EEE NN SN EENEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEE N
First prize (One): ¥ 30,000
Second prize (Two): T 20,000
Third prize (Five): ¥ 10,000 Last Date of Submission: Students can submit film:
Certificate of Merit (Five): ¥ 5,000 each 30 April 2015 in any video formats
EEEEEE NN NN NN EENEEEN S NEEEEEE NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NNNNEEENEEEEEEN

Contact
o S

f’;

Upload your film on

Duration: Upto 3 minutes
http://crve.cemca.org.in

This three minutes video
challenge themed
“Community Radio:
Citizens'Voices,

Director

Commonwealth Educational Media Centre for Asia (CEMCA)

13/14 Sarv Priya Vihar, New Delhi - 110016
in; e-mail:

Tel.: 011-26537146, 26537148; Fax: 26537147

Director

Apeejay | of Mass C

Sector-8, Dwarka Institutional Area, New Delhi - 110077
j il: aime.del@apj.edu

p:
Tel.:011-25367821, +91-8447779011

Open Educational Resources (OER) %

that in the present era the ODL through
modern technologies is benefitting higher
education sector and the UOU can serve
the students of the region with greater
‘where no other Institution has reached as impact with the use of ICDr. Ramesh
Sharma latetook a session on the
development and designing of
instructional materials usingyiki and
Creative Common platform, followed by a
brief by Dr Manas Ranjan Panigrahi,
Programme Gicer, CEMCAabout the two
day workshop highlighting the
significance, objectives and explaining
about the Creative Commons licenses.

Empowering Societies” also aims at promoting a sense of
understanding and importance of CR as an alternative media for
communitys self-expression, learning and development.

Open to students in
Indian education
institutions, the CRC will
be judged by an eminent
jury consisting of
distinguished artists,
media professionals, and
CR practitioners who will
also review the
submissions and the best
videos will be awarded by
CEMCA and UNESCO in
June 2015. For detalil, visit
http://crvc.cemca.org.in




World Radio Day observed in CEMCA organized National
New Delhi Workshop onWeb Radio in Sri
)Ty : Lanka

TheWorld Radio Day was observed by UNESCO, New Delhi and
CEMCA at the UN Conference Hall, New Delhi on February 13,
2015 with launch of th&outh Asia Network on Community
Media. Further studies orinnovation in the Community Radlio

a CEMCA initiative andnternal Migration: A Manual for CEMCA in collaboration with Sri Lanka Development

Community Radios, UNESCO initiative were also released. Journalists’ Forum (SDJF), Colombo and Post Graduate
Institute ofAgriculture (PGIA) at the University of Peradeniya,

Kandy oganized a national level workshop\deb Radio from
February 9-1, 2015 Twenty participants attended the
workshop representing different universities and community
organisations.

The session opened with remarks\y ShigervAoyagi,

Director and UNESCO Representative to Bhutan, India, Maldives
and Sri Lanka and DRamesh Sharma, Direct@EMCA,

followed by a keynote address by.Mawahar SircaChief

Executive Oficer, Prasar Bharati, the Broadcasting Corporation
of India. ProfessolV. A. D. P Wanigasundera explained the objectives

and importance of such training for improving the ICT facilities
in Sri Lanka. DrAnkuran Dutta in his welcoming address
elucidated the community radio status in the sésin

region and initiatives took place in Sri Lanka in 1$3f1d how
web radio can supplement the crisis of voice povétig

workshop was inaugurated by the Director of PGIA Professor
Mr. Indrajeet Grewal, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting,  S. Samitha. MKapil Dadheech of Graiaani gave an

The panel discussion on ‘Community Radio and Social
Inclusion’'was opened by MPeteTridish, Community Radio
Activist and FoundeiPrometheus Radio Project, USAd was
moderated by Pro¥/iinod Pavarala, ChairholdédNESCO Chair
on Community Media at University of Hyderabad.

Govt. of India; MsArchana KapogrSecretary General, overview on the workshop followed by vote of thanks from Mr

Community Radid\ssociation; Mr N Ramakrishnan, Executive M. C. Rasmin, the Director of SDJFR the workshop, MiKapil

Director, Ideosync Media Combine; Ms Marina Faetanini, Dadheech played the role of key resource person and Mr

Programme Specialist (SHS), UNESCO New Delhi, and Prof. Malinda Kumarasinha of Open University of Sri Lanka, Mr

Biswajit Das, Founding Directp€entre for Culture, Media and Madhawa Perera of National Science Foundation, Colombo

Governance, Jamia Milia Islamia shared their views in the panel. and Dr Dutta as the resources persons. Rérsmin thanked

Dr. Ankuran Dutta of CEMCAnd MrAnirban Sarma from CEMCA, PGIA and all the participants for made the workshop

UNESCO coordinated this event. a SUCCess.

: c auspices of the WOU Seminar Forum to highligh¢rsrely

online courses offered from February under its Centre for

WOU launches its first Open » R o S S S AN

O n | | ne CO urse Professional Development & Continuing EducatiohGE).

) ) . ) The launch seminar was held on January 29, 2015 at the main
The Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) on "OER in campus of WOU with 35 academic staff participants and with

elLearning” and “Action Research” launch seminar was organisecgupport from Commonwealth of Learning (COL) and its regfion
by theWawasan Open University (WOU), Penang, Malaysia undglantre CEMCA.



Reflecting on the 50 years history of distance education, WOU criteria of MOOC:s like open content, free participation for guests,
Board of Governors Chairmdan Sri Emeritus Prof Gajaraj affordable, local cohorts, a learning commupénd badges/
Dhanarajan called for caution in the face of all the hype and  credentials; while adding, “It M/OU’s own version of MOOC.”
suggested some pros and cons and a checklist of claims befor@his version provides registration with a fee for assessment and
deciding on MOOCs. “How difficult it has been to bring distancecertification, along with discussion forum, online tutorial support,
education from side stream to main stre¥at.MOOCSs has and has no real-time interaction.

. N
SEHOTE (MEL SR Qe e fUiTer 266, “The MOOC experience could be seen as the beginning of the

While the pros were listed to be — free accessibidibyrses online ofer of WOU’s ODL programmes,” said Prof. Menon while
presented by excellent experts, and reaching tens of thousandstwiring the fact that WOU is currently using Moodle 2.5 platform
students simultaneously; the cons included - uncertainties for its online courses. He also hopes to identify the most
around quality of assessment and credentialing, requirement ofappropriate platform for large numbers along with instituting
highly developed ICT infrastructure, high costs by present online self-registration, online fee payment, and training of more
providers for enrolment leading to certification, and proprietary WOU staff in online tutoring/facilitation.

platforms will add to cost. Indicating at WOU joining the MOOC
bandwagon in 2014, Prof. Daf@. Ho Sinn Chyeyice-Chancellar
WOU in his presentation focused on the Open Educational
Resources (OER).

In this eventAssociate Pof. DiGoh Lay Huah, ‘School of

Education, Language and Communications’ (SELC), spoke about
the research course offered by SELC to guide educators, teachers
and teacher trainees on writing an action research proposal. 155
Prof. Mohandas MenollyOU DeputyVice Chancellor participants have registered until now mostly from teacher
(Academic-OCL) anécting Director of RCE, in his presentation training colleges, she said. The four-module course is from

‘WOU on the MOOC way?’, said that WOU now has the capacitifebruary 9 to May 3, 2015. Prof Phalachandra Bhandigadi of

to offer short courses entirely online, but that it is up to the SELC talked about the ‘OER in e-Learning’ course, which will
University whether it wants to still call its online courses MOOC®nable participants to offer OER-based elLearning courses and

or not. He furthered th&¥OU’s online courses meet certain programmes that run from February 9to May 17, 2015.
WorkShOpS for Karnataka and organise the training into the teaching of core subjects. Over a
TeacherEducators of programmes. period of five days, 22 DIET faculties
Speaking at the inaugural session, Sri C.R Were given training on various web tools,
Karnataka Rangadhamappa, Senissistant free educational software tools,
Director DSER (Department of @ite components of basic computer literacy
Two workshops were ganized by i and were also introduced to the CoP
Education Research and Research)

CEMCA, New Delhiin collaborationwith  addressed the issue of revisions to the Platform for teacher educators and its
IT for Change (ITfC), Bengaluruforthe  p Ed curriculum and the syllabus and how features including access to resources,
teacher educators from CTE (Colleges of the new curricula required ICT integration mailing groups etc.

Teacher Education) and District Institute
of Education andraining (DIETS) in
Karnataka, in furtherance of CEMGA
earlier engagements in Karnataka.

The first workshop was organised for
teacher educators of Mathematics and
Science subjects while the second
workshop was organised for teacher
educators of Social Science and
Language subjects from January 20-24,
2015 and February 3-7, 2015 respectively
at the Rural DIETBengaluru. I Tfor
Change has been serving as an
implementing partner for CEMCA to liaise
with the Department of State Educational
Research antraining (DSER),




Consultation on Community A NATIONAL CONSULTATION-QNssm=

Radio in Sri Lanka | COMMUNJ;& RADIO

A national level consultation on Community Radio in Sri Lanka
was organized by Sri Lanka Development Journalists’ Forum ir
collaboration with the Ministry of Mass Media and Information,
Government of Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation
(SLBC) and Commonwealth Educational Media Centra$ia
(CEMCA), New Delhi on February 07, 2015 at the SLBC, Colom|

Mr. Karunaratne Paranavithana, the Secretary of the Ministry
Mass Media and Information formally inaugurated the
consultation and shared his experiences of visiting communityss
radio stations in western countries.. Marunaratne

Paranavithana, in his answer to Ms. Samanmalee queries agrecu

to take immediate steps to resolve prevailing frequency issues
faced by Saru Community Radio. Lanka and other soutksian countries. He further enlightened on

the idea of civil society activism to initiate an experimental
Welcoming the consultation, M. C. Rasmin, Director/CEO, Sri community radio to prove the potential of the community radio
Lanka Development Journalists’ Forum enumerated the with its allies, including the Government of Sri Lanka.
importance of community radio in a country like Sri Lanka;
followed by Mr Wijeyananda Jayaweera, former Director of ~ Dr-Ankuran Dutta of CEMCAlelivered the keynote address in the
Communication, UNESCO who briefed on the characteristics ofnaugural session on “Community Radio across Sasié:
community radio while explaining the existing situationin Sri  Understanding its potential in addressing voice poverty

FirSt National |eve| Consultation comm_unity broadcasting in the country and e_numerated the

objectives and methodology of the consultation.

on Communlty Medla Organlsed Ms. NooraAli, Secretary General of MBC sketched on the

in Ma|e broadcasting scenario in the Maldives at the consultation that
was graced by MAbdullah Sajuyice President of MBC, as the

A National Consultation on Community Media was organized by hief Guest. MsAishath Shaaheen, Direcfétlanning and

CEMCA in collaboration with the Maldives Broadcasting Projects of MBC gave an analysis on the research findings from

Commission (MBC) on February 5, 2015 in Male’, Maldives. the preliminary research and consultancy for community

broadcasting conducted by.Murray Green on behalf of the

MBC in 2012-13, and later delivered the vote of thanks at the

session. DrAnkuran Dutta took two interactive sessions on ‘Why

Community Media in Maldives’ and ‘Community Radio in South

Asia- Status and Challenges’, where the participants developed a

set of recommendations in four groups and handed over to the

commission.

Inaugurating the session, MilohamedAslam, Commissioner of
the MBC mentioned about their vision to initiate community
broadcasting in different atolls and islands in the Maldives;
followed by speech by DAnkuran Dutta, Programme fifer,
CEMCA who appreciated the initiative of the commission on

These sessions were chaired by Mohamed Nasih, Director
General, MBC and the participants were from different government
and non-government organisations, such as the Ministry of
Education, the Ministry of Hom&ffairs, the Ministry of Islamic
Affairs, Human Rights Commission, Communica#ahority of
Maldives, Transparency Maldives, Dhivehi Raajjeyaydu,

National Bureau of Classifications, United Nations Development
Programme, Dhiraagu, Maldives Red Crescent, Island
Broadcasting CompaniIBC TVM, the Maldives National

| | A B )_t I University, Medlanet Pvt Ltd, Hope faWomen and Maldives

i e i el A DR R R




Strategy Framework
for eContent
Development for
Virtual Open
Schooling (VOS) of
NIOS

CEMCA organised a workshop on
“Strategy framework for eContent

Development fowirtual Open Schooling  &rticulately explained two vocational background information on the feasibility
(VOS) of NIOS” on January 06-07, 2015in courses Rurdlechnology and ICT report orVirtual Open Schooling (VOS)
National Institute of Open School (NIOS), Applications, which was launched..Dr project of NIOS and other virtual schools
N KuldeepAgarwal, Director (Academic) around the world. CEMCA Programme
welcomed the guests Ramesh Sharma, Officer, Dr. Manas Ranjan Panigrahi spoke
Dr. Sandhya KumabDeputy Director Director CEMCAand DrManas Ranjan  to the participants and laid more emphasis
(Academic), NIOS in her welcoming Panigrahi, Programme ffer, CEMCA on the objective of the workshop while he
address acknowledged the participants atanq addressed the congregation. Dr elaborated the salient features of strategy
the workshop and spoke on the need of Agarwal, in his deliberation remarked that framework for eContent for VOS.
VOS in the present scenario. The objective,q other ODL institution in India has Participants developed a template during
of the workshomand the readiness of the gi5rted online courses. the group activitywhich was used to
Virtual Open Schooling technology prepare the subject wise strategy framed

platform wherein MrS.K. Prasad, NIOS, ~ Dr. Sharmain his inauguratidress give  for eContent development.

CEMCA finalizes the evaluation enrolled in Certificate in Community Radiechnology (CCR)

course and broadly to test the technical knowledge of the

Strategy fOr Community Radio enthusiasts of community raditen community radio and

technology experts participated in the workshop. Through a
TeCh n0|0gy consultation process, CEMCA finalized the evaluation strategy of

community radio technology using IVR System and mobile app.

Mr. R.Thyagarajan, Head, Finance akaministration,

introduced the new Director of CEMCA, Ramesh Ch. Sharma,

at the beginning of the workshop. While inaugurating the
workshop, Dr Sharma expressed his views that this activity may
be considered as a pioneering work in the evaluation process of
skill based learning. MY. K. SharmaAdviser, BECIL outlined the
fact that how this activity can help to increase the knowledge of
the CR technicians of India. Dxnkuran Dutta, Programme

Officer, CEMCAdelineated the importance of the workshopADr

D. Tewari of NCER enumerated the techniques of developing
objective type items. MAaditeswar Seth of Grakaani

Community Media discussed on how IVR system can be used for
the evaluation procesd&mong the participants, MN.
Ramakrishnan, MY¥. K. Sharma, MrKhuswinder Singh, Mr

Pankaj Giri, MrHemant Babu, MWasuki Belavadi, Ms. D.
RukminiVemraju ofered their suggestions to develop mobile
based evaluation for the CR technolofjye participants
developed about 200 questions on CR technology

CEMCA, New Delhi organised a workshop on “Evaluation
Strategy for the Community Radi@chnology” on January 12-
13, 2015 in New Delhi. The basic objective was to develop a
question bank of multiple choice questions which would be
used to evaluate the progress / achievement of students



C aS e 3,] d 2008, Digi_tal Qreen was started to inyolve
y communities in development (especially
on agriculture extension) by combining
. social oganization and technologyhe
Flicker of Farmer use of participatory video for information
. dissemination on various improved
Dlg Ital G reen practices of livelihood and agriculture by
Digital Green represents a unique
By Dr. Anamika Ray strength, where the adoption of new
process for increasing productivity has
become very easy for the farmers.

Introduction With the help of local public, private, civil Reason Why DG

society organizations and the engagement

Technology when combined with social of local communities, Digital Green has : Dea.rth of required knowledge on
organizations can effortlessly facilitate ~ Produced over 4,000 videos in more than farming

the difusion of innovationsWith the 28 languages, reached 4,000 villages and e  Asymmetric access to information in
help of hi-tech boom in media, by the end ©Ver 400,000 farmers. Emphasizing on the rural communities

of 2016, Digital Green aspires to reach onekr‘OV‘/_|‘3dge exchange of i'mproved' . * Continuous land degradation
million farmers across eleven thousand ~ Practices and technologies pertaining to
villages in India and other parts of South agriculture, livelihoods, nutrition, and

It can be said that seeing is believing.

® |ncreasing transition to high-value
agricultural production

Asia along with Sub Sahararfrica health, the organization has selected nine
(Annual Report 2012). states (Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, ® Decreasing rate of public
Karnataka, Jharkhand, BihAndhra investments in agricultural

Digital Green aims to empower as well as
to improve the livelihoods of rural
communities especially in farming sector
by engaging target audiences in a

PradeshTelangana, Odisha, and Madhya development
Pradesh) of India and parts of Ethiopia, e Trend toward liberalization of
Ghana, Mozambiqué&anzania, and agricultural trade

process of knowledge exchange. Though’o‘fghams’tan in association with 20

the concept of participatory partners. Though India has the second largest
communication is not novel, participation number of extension workers, it cannot be
in a digital platform like producing The Background ignored that due to a variety of factors,

such as increasing debts, farmers are
forced to sell their land in loss and some
even take the extreme decision of suicide.
In this context, Digital Green came into
existence with the idea to support
agricultural communities through proper

localized videos and disseminating them
through human mediation can be
considered a new paradigm for rural
development. The videos are produced
‘by the community The topics of these
audiovisual resources are based on the
various needs and interests ‘of the
community’. The videos are screened ‘for
the community’. Digital Green, a nonprofit

India, like most developing countries,
depends upon agriculture for their
existenceAgricultural extension often
represents a major part of government
policies. But as technology has pervaded

certain parts of societyhe digital divide training, problem solving consultancy

among farming communities has direction for suitable marketing and
expanded. Considering this context in knowledge exchange

international

organization, has By v eEesas % e W \eesthennmiest | eglpiee X RoE °
made this possible. 38143 1334 72.81 % 441.15 16.03 557

This approach has Country A Viewers - Villages s Videos Produced & Disseminations a Viewer Adoptions 4 Practices s
been found to be ten Ethiopia 26815 535 78 6507 30077 40
tlmes.more cost ‘T::i:a 415:41 4:;}6 5?8 1::77 5::6:0 11&
effective, per rupee Niger = 5 > 5 5 a
spent, than traditiona Tanzania o 2 8 10 0 0
agricultural extension | Total 442311 | 5231 | 608 | 161019 | 541137 189

services.

Souce: http://wwwdigitalgreen.og/analytics/oveview_module




scientific
appropriateness,
the content is
decided for the
final production.
The community
members serve as§
the actors as they
are keen to share
their experiences
and be seen as

How Digital GreenWorks

The oganization$ approach involves
three key elements: Initiation, Production,
and Diffusion.

Initiation: This is basically the stage of
background research and training. It
includes mobilization, situation analysis,
and capacity building. In this stage, the
preliminary work is to select villages and
understand the local context, identify
resource persons from the community thafole models within
can be engaged, and prepare a project their communities.
plan.Video topics are decided through ~ The videos are
focus group discussions. Digital Green Not scripted, but
then provides training on video ratheremploya |
production, mediated video screening, ~ Simple storyboard
and feedback and data management to thormat to ensure
local community resource persons. They the completeness and clarity of the
are taught how to handle video camera, Messages. The storyboard includes a
write storyboards, edit videos, handle
pico projectors, facilitation skills, and data key adoption pointsfter video

capture and analysis protocolss a part production, the community filmmaking

of data management, Digital Green team uses simple video editing software,
introduces its management information  like Windows Movie Makerto assemble
system, called Connect Online Connect the footage into a final video. Subject
Offline (COCO) Analytics Dashboards, ~ Matter Specialist (SMS) then approve it
Videos Libraryand Farmer book. before distribution.

Production: This phase includes content Diffusion: This stage includes activities
production, storyboard writing, shooting, ncluding video dissemination, farmer
and editing. Based on expert opinion,
local relevance, and community and

adoption, and community usage data an
feedback recordingvideos are distributed
to community

groups, mostly

content. There typically are 6-8 such
groups in each village which each are
comprised of 10-15 farmers that attend

story line for the video, visual panels, and one video screening every fortnight. The

videos that are screened are sequenced
based on geographic and time
sensitivities related to agricultural cycles.
At each screening, mediators record
farmer attendance, questions, and
interests and afterwards which practices
farmers actually applied on their own
farms. This data is recorded in COCO.
Digital Green also has quality assurance
d protocols for gauging mediator
performance and cross-validating the
adoptions that mediators report.

community
groups in an
interactive
discussion based
on the presented

i -
| women-led self-
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help groups, - « Shustional Analysis
. _ = Capacity
§ using a bat_tery . - Enbancement
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Souce: http://wwwdigitalgreen.og




Major Activities

* PATH

® Program on Maternal and Newborn
Health in Uttar Pradesh

® Innovations in Nutrition Globally
(Spring) Project in Odisha

® Save the Children, and
International Food Policy Research
Institute (IFPRI).

® |nternational Development

® Enterprises (IDE) to Improve
Livelihood Opportunities of
Farmers by Promoting

® Low-Cost IrrigationTechnologies
and Improved\gricultural
Practices

® Collaborating with the Ministry of
Agriculture, OxfanmAmerica, and
Sasakawafrica Association

References

® To Srengthen the Government of
Ethiopia’s Extension System

® TheWorld Cocoa Foundation to
Promote Practices Related to Cocoa
Farming.

Major Partners

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
®* USAID
®* DFID
® Google
® Deshpande Foundation
® Ford Foundation

® Ministry of Rural Development,
Government of India

® Ministry of Agriculture,
Government of Ethiopia

Conclusion

Digital Green is reshaping agricultural
development by building a social network
of community members learning and
sharing locally relevant knowledge with
one another through technolodjigital
Green also has established relationships
with other organizations, like IRRI and
ICRISAT, to bring together research and
extension partners on a common platform.
Digital Green has extended its approach
for agricultural extension to issues related
to community mobilization, financial
literacy health, and nutritiorthe
organization received the Manthaward

in 2012 and Rs. 3 crores as Global Impact
Award from Google in 2013Vith 75 team
members, Rikin Gandhi (CEO of DG) is the
man of the noble success of the
organization. This 33 years old Indian
American boy is the anchor of Pan India
Movement, which is called Digital Green.
He was awarded A-Norman Borlaug
Award by the International Fertilizer
IndustryAssociation in 2012.

Dr. Rayis anAssistant Pofessor in Mass Communication at Gauhati University

Guwahati and she can be reached at anamikadady[atlgmail[dotjcom. This article has

been eviewed by MrRikin Gandhi, Chief Executive Officer of Digitaleégns and he
can be reached at rikin[at]digitalgreen[dot]org. Photo Credit: Digital Green.
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governments for integration of usage of
mobiles and other hand-held smart
devices to the mainstream higher
education.

Book Review

Incr easingAccess though Mobile Learning

On a positive note, the book visualizes
the use of mLearning in progression
towards fulfillment of universal goal of
‘Education forAll”. However, as is widely
accepted, lot of research and
development is required to be put in to
optimally utilize the full potential of
mLearning in educatioit the same time,
the respective governments especially in
the developing countries need to take a
liberal view on use of mLearning as a
viable, cost effective and user-friendly
phenomenon.

Edited by — Mohamedlly and Avgoustos $inakos; published by
Commonwealth of Learning andthabasca UniversityVancouver
2014, pp.xvi, 237, ISBN 978-1-894975-64-3.

By Dr S K Pulist

The penetration of and access to smart
phones and other hand-held mobile
devices have made the educational
institutions to take new strides in
delivering their programmes innovatively
diminishing the traditional boundaries.
Use of these mobile technological devices
in the teaching and learning processes
has given birth to a new form of learning,

Increasing Access
through
Mobile Learning

The book deals with different
technological issues appropriately
though social, economic and
geographical issues could have been

Mufamed Ally and A

i.e. mLearning. Though, itis still to be
proved as to whether this relatively new
form of learning - mLearning supports the
geographic, economic, social and cultural
conditions of developing countries more
so the Indian context. However
supplementary and complimentary role of
this form of learning in augmenting the
learning effectiveness and access to

developing countries. different formats and technological

___—

higher education is well received inthe  gcenario of mLearning - be it use of

given more space, more so the cross-
cultural barriers and issues, since they
play a major role in making a technology
successful in regional context in the
developing countries. Howevyem the
whole the book attempts to provide
answers to different expected queries
from the novice in use of hand-held smart
technological devices for educational
pursuits broadly termed as ‘mLearning’
with up to date information. Itis a good

platforms; challenges being faced by the source of understanding the emergence,
educational institutions in integration of ~ development and implementation of

these technologies to the pedagogical ~mLearning technologies in this

mainframe or use of OER and information age feeding the knowledge
orchestration of existing material to suit ~ society The book would provide insight
the requirements in the new environment. and prove to be a rich reference material
Part-1ll takes the scope of Part-Il further ~ not only for the mLearning practitioners,
and suggests the strategies to overcome educationists, trainers and policy

the constraints in use of mLearning in the planners, but also the system

,.current scenario. It tries to provide a administrators and technical support

1 focuses on design, development, glance of future prospects of use of this providers WhO WlSh to estab.llsh

student support and other pedagogical new form oflearnlng. queveuhe _ themsglves in j(hIS comparatively new area
aspects of mLearning keeping the interestSUccessful implementation of mLearning of mobile learning.

of the learners at the core and revisiting 'S Y&t 1o be emphatically proved in the
the different phases of educational context of developing countries under
development with intervention of different cross-cultural conditions. The

concurrent technological improvements, P00k makes an attempt to peep through
Part-1l presents the implementation the major initiatives launched by different

The volume in hand, a collaborative
initiative of Commonwealth of Learning
andAthabasca Universityunravels the
treasure of this new form of learning for
the rest of the world while doing justice to
its title. Arranged in three broad parts, the
book traverses through 16 different
chapters focusing on core areas of
mLearning thereby trying to give a
concrete shape to its concept. While Par

Dr. Pulistworks at Indira Gandhi
National Open UniversifyNew Delhi
and he can be reached at
skpulist[at]ignou[dot]ac[dot]in




- explained as constructing a jigsaw puzzle
Te C h n O I O gyTraC kl n g using fitting virtual puzzle pieces. Each of
these puzzle pieces are blocks of code
which form complete complex programmes

DIY Android Apps: when assembled logically

One of the leading visual app
Empowering Masses to Bew their Own Flavor of Mobile Applications development platforms, at present, is the

App Inventor (Al2) platform developed
By Dr. IshanAbeywardena by the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT), USThe first
generation of MITApp Inventor had a

TheAndroid operating system is experience to the us&kith UX design the  local developer environment where users
currently dominating the smart phone andiser is able to touch the components could download the programme onto their
tablet market. The Free and Open Sourcedisplayed on screen, use gestures such aLomputers to develop applications offline.
(FOSS) frameworks and ease of use has pinch, get feedback as auditory messages The second generation App Inventor
madeAndroid the most sought after OS ~ or vibrations, use speech to text to issue ' Al2 does not have a downloadable

for use by manufacturerglith voice commands and use the inbuilt camerg!€veloper environment. Harnessing the
thousands of apps available through thefor visual inputs. This has revolutionized ~ POWe' of the cloudI2 provides a

Google Play storéndroid providesa  the way apps are built. Furthermore, UX comprehensive web-based app

. : ' 3 ] : development platform for customized
feature rich experience to the user and h&an easily cater to impaired users making .p b .
Android app developmenmnyone with a

ﬁazl?npa{)?; just about anything applications more accessible. Gmail account can quic_kly setup.,mz

' Traditionally, Android app developmentis account ahttp://ai2.appinventomit.edu/
The exponential growth of the smart a highly specialized field reserved only for .Among the benefits of the new web-
phone and tablet markets over the past software engineers and programmers. based\l2 platform, users can develop
few years has caught the attention of However the massive demand for apps any time, anywhere with various
many sectors including governments,  customized apps has lead to the internet enabled devices. Devices such as
industries and educato#ss a result, democratization oAndroid app tablets and phablets can easily be used to
Mobile Business, Mobile Learning and  development through the concept of develop apps on the go. Howevalager
Mobile Government have become some d¥ isual ProgrammingVisual Programming ~ Screen is recommended for a richer
the fastest growing sectors taking is a concept which allows non- development experiencehe currenAl2
information and services to a global programmers to build powerful application Version only supports Google Chrome

market through mobile devices. This has using logical building blocks. It can best be and Mozilla Fire Fox browsers.
given rise to a massive demand for

Various Customized apps resulting in gw M”'""”"’-\(—E L B | Moo PP | P o e W an eyt -l
businesses and services investing COL_VirtualChemistryExperinients [t Eaks

heavily in custom mobile applications. pae o= e R

Tiaplay hisdon companent & Vi Elias"=" Scrvenl

Another key factor contributing to the
popularity of mobile applications is the
rich interaction between the user and the *
software. Up until recently the concept of = .
user interfaces (Ul) was used to design ...

the interface between the human user ar * ™ .
the software application. Howeyéhe {
interaction with the Ul was limited to N

visual and occasionally auditorpevices o

such as a mouse, touchpad and a i o

keyboard were used to interact with the o - i

Ul. With the advent of the mobile device = g

and touch screens, the focus has shifted

from Ul to UX which provides a richer The Designer view of Al2




TheAl2 platform [ cor_vir

revolves around two mair sess

B8 Bwlt-n

concepts which are the
DesignerandBlocks
Editor. The designer
provides a work space
resembling the screen of
a mobile device for
building the UX of the
application. Developers
can drag and drop
components such as
buttons, labels, text
boxes, images, date-time
pickers, and list pickers
etc. to design the UX on

= isBaaker

set ImageSpnte. KB

of component |

Rename  Dedate

Media

SpriteColidedWith |

ImageName

screen. The following
image shows the designe
view of anAl2 project.

Blocks view of Al2
The Viewer area displays

the screen visible to the end user on his/ The Blocksview is used to build
her mobile device. Thealetteholds the  the programme using visual
various components which can be used irbu”ding blocks.

the design of the application. There are

several drawers in the palette which are (j) The developer can drag and drop various
User Interface — visual Components to individual blocks from thﬁIOCkSpane to

design the look and feel of the build compound blocks which perform
application; (i) Layout — placeholders various tasks. For example the following
which allow the components to be alignedc@mpound block changes the text of
as required:; (i) Media — components for Labell to “Helloworld!” when Button1 is

audio, video and multimedia; (iv) Drawing clicked. The logic readshen Button1 is
andAnimation — components for clicked set the text of Labell to Hello
designing interactivity and games; (v) ~ World!. The blocks provide a very high
Sensors — components to use various level form of programmingis such, they
inbuilt sensors of the mobile device such Somewhat follow the rules of English

as accelerometer and orientation sensor; grammar in terms of building the logic i.e.
(vi) Social — components to access and if you can explain a particular activity in
interact on social media; (vii) Storage — English, the blocks can be designed the
components for using the persistent same way

storage in the device and external
databases; and (viii) Connectivity —
components to access Bluetooth and
other applications installed on the device.
The Componentpane displays the
components which have been used in the
application; theMedia pane shows the
external resources such as images which
have been uploaded; and tRmperties
pane provides access to editable
properties for each component.

when Click
do

TheBuilt In blocks provide a large
collection of blocks such as control

::at Label1 ~ |8 Text v R

structures, logic operators, math
operators, text manipulation, list
manipulation, custom colors, variables
and procedures. Using the Blocks
available for a particular component,
coupled with théBuilt In blocks,
complicated apps can be developed
rapidly with minimum technical expertise.

Another cool feature @f12 is the ability

to debug your application live. There are
three methods of live debugging which
are (i) using aAndroid device antlViFi
connection; (ii) using the emulator; and
(iiif) using anAndroid device with USB
cable. Once live debugging is setup, the
developer can see the application taking
shape in real-time on tiendroid device

or the emulatoiThis allows the
application to be tweaked continuously
until the expected effect is achieved.

s Hello world! B

Compound block

More information on live debugging can

be found athttp://appinventamit.edu/
explore/ai2/setup.html




Option One - RECOMMENDED

Build apps with an Android device and WiFi Connection (preferred): Instructions

If you have a computer,

Option Two
Don't have an Android device? Use the
Emulator: Instructions

Ifyou don’t have an Android phone or tablet handy, you can
still use App Inventor. Have a class of 30 students? Have
them work primarily on emulators and share a few devices.

Build your projecton Test itin real-time on

an Android device, and a WiFi connection, this is the easiest way to test your apps.
—
0l

— =y

Test it in real-time on
your device

Build your project on
your computer

Option Three
No WIiFi? Build apps with an Android device
and USB Cable: Instructions

Some firewalls within schools and organizations disallow the
type of WiFi connection required. If WiFi doesn’t work for
you, try USB.

your p your P with Build your project on Testit in real-time on
the onscreen your computer your device
emulator
Live debugging adapteddm http://appinventamit.edu/explog/ai2/setup.html

Finally, once you have developed the
application to your satisfactioA)2
provides you with the feature of
downloading the .apk file to be shared
with your potential users or to be
uploaded onto Google Playou can also
download the project file as a .aia file to
be distributed to colleagues or students
so that they can build upon your work.

Overall theAl2 platform provides a
comprehensive solution for developing
and distributingAndroid mobile
applications. One of the key benefits of
this approach is that anyone can develop
Android applications regardless of their
technical/programming knowledge. Since
theAl2 platform writes the necessary

code in the background based onthe  on Educationahpp (Android)

blocks you create, the applications Developmentoolkit for Teachers and
developed are relatively error free when it Learners at the Kulachi Hansaraj Model
comes to programming code. However  School (KHMS), Delhi, India from 80
the developer has to build the logic of the 20" March 2015. This workshop was the
application using the blocks correciy2 first Training of Trainers (TOT) workshop
has features which assist in building organized by COL and CEMCA on
sound logic blocks. educational app development.

_ Furthermore, COL is in the process of
The Commonwealth of Learning (COL) 4o yeloping a toolkit which can be used to

throggh the Commonwealth Educational . jquct these workshops by anyone
Media Center foAsia (CEMCA) anywhere.

organized a three day hands-on workshop

Dr. Abeywardends the Diector InternationalAcademic Relations Division at the
Open University of Sri Lanka, Colombo. He can be reached at
ishan[dot]abeywardenalat]gmail[dotjcom

Internship Available

CEMCAOoffers internship to graduate and post-graduate students to gain work experience in the area ¢ GE#/it¢ompetence

and enhance their academic knowledg

e through practical work assignments. Internships are available for 2-6 months,

be part of the learning and development plan of the candidate. For details visit Knowledge Management page ®eRENC




Reseach Shows

SkillsRec: A Novel SemanticAnalysis Driven
Learner Skills Mining and Filtering
Approach for Personal Learning
Environments based ofeacherGuidance

By Zaffar Ahmed Shaikh, Denis Gillet and Shakeel Khoja

SkillsRec (abbreviation of customizable e-learning platform that

Recommendations based on user Skills) idncorporates personalization,
a novel semantic analysis driven
recommender model for Personal Learning
Environments (PLES) that develops user-
user recommendations based on skill
similarity. It uses LSALatent Semantic
Analysis) to identify learner skills

Individual

contemporary SWased environments.
Examples of PLEs include Facebook,
LinkedIn, and other SW driven learning
environments.

SkillsRec is based on PLE design and
development principles of ttgaiided

PLEs (gPLEs) modeThe gPLEs model
envisions a PLE that guides a learner
towards his/her learning pathway while
he/she interacts with it (Fig. 1). The
gPLEs model based PLE incorporates the
four main constructs of the PLE idea
through SkillsRec (Fig. 2).

SkillsRec applies LSA on teacher
competencies and learner interests data to
mine and filter learner skills (Fig. 3).
Similarities returned by LSA are based on

SkillsRec

through semantically analyzing teacher \
competencies and learner interests. The
model provides solution to how to

overcome the massive, exponentially
increasing, information-overload problem.

PLE is referred to as a collection of tools,
brought together under the conceptual
notion of openness, interoperabilignd
learner control. In the context of e-
learning, PLE can be defined as “a
technology-mediated and easily

collaboration, learneiased inquiryand
support constructs”. PLE has roots in
early personalized learning concepts and

People

Information

I~ )

Fig. 1: The gPLEs Model

Lt

Fig. 2: SkillsRec implementation approach

.\

yd

contextual usage meaning of words
occurring in two datasets. Laten scale

of 0.5 threshold, SkillsRec develops user-
skill similarity cloud (Fig. 4) to generate
user-user recommendations in ranked
order (Fig. 5). This research compares
learner-skill similarity scores generated
through SkillsRec with those generated
through conventional information
retrieval (that uses Bag @fords model
with Cosine Similarity technique) and
Keyword Matching (KM) techniques

(Fig. 6).We provide top N=8 usarser
recommendations most likely to be similar
for a given active user

In existing literature, there is no evidence
about finding learner skills through



analyzing learner interests against teacher

competencies (user to user modelling). TABLE VIl USER-SKILL SIMILARITY CLOUD

There is also a lack of information in Users/
literature about using learner interests- Skills Ul | U2 | U3 | U4 | US| U6 | UT | US
related data to develop similarity-based
recommendations (finding solution to Sl 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
information-overload problem). S2 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1
_ S3 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1
Thus, vye d.eveloped SI.<|IIsRec. Results, as S4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
shown in Figure 6, depict that SkillsRec S5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
generated user-skill similarities outperform
the conventional IR and KM technique S6 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
results. Thus, it can be concluded that ST 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
semantic analysis driven data mining and S8 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1
filtering approaches have implications for S9 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 0
information-overload problem in particular S10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

and for modelling user with another user
(learner and teacher) in general. Thus, itis
recommended that such techniques need TABLE VIII.  USER-USER SIMILARITY CLOUD IN RANKED ORDER
to be further explored and tested using
different datasets and context to confirm

Fig. 4: SkillsRec generated user-skill similarity cloud

Users / Users Ul U2 U3 U4 Us U6 u7 Us

validity of this novel approach. Score - [ 05104 105)07]05] 06105
Ul | Similar? = 1 0 1 1 1 1 1

Rank E 5 5 5 3 5 4 5

mines user data to identify user Score 0.5 - o606 06| 06 0607
skills U2 | Similar? 1 = 1 1 1 1 1 1

Rank 3 - 4 4 4 4 4 3

Score 0.4 0.6 - 0.9 0.4 0.3 0.6 0.7

U3 | Similar? 0 1 = 1 0 0 1 1

Rank 5 4 - 1 5 4 4 3

i . . . Score 05 [ 06 ] 09 = 04 | 05| 06 | 08
filters user skills matching with U4 | Similar? 1 1 1 R ) 1 1 1
teacher roles Rank 5 4 1 - 5 5 4 2

Score 07 | 06 | 04 | 0.4 - 09 | 03 | 0.3

U5 [ Similar? 1 1 0 0 = 1 0 0

Rank 3 4 5 S - 1 4 4

Score 05| 06 | 03 | 05| 09 - 03 | 0.4

generates useiuser U6 | Similar? 1 1 0 1 1 Z 0 0
recommendations in ranked Rank 5 4 4 5 1 - 4 5
order Score 06 | 06 | 06 | 06| 03 | 0.3 = 0.9

U7 | Similar? 1 1 1 1 0 0 = 1

Rank 4 4 4 4 4 4 N 1

Fig. 3: How SkillsRec Wrks

M Semantic M Conventional mKeywords

The research was presented at the 29th
International Conference on Advanced
Information Networking and
Applications Wrkshops (WINA 2015)

on January 20, 2015 by the authors. The
first author who is a eseach scholar at
the Institute of Business Administration,
Karachi has prepared the research
findings for this section and he can be URI UR2 URI UR4 URS UR6 UR7 URS UR9 URIOURIIUR1ZURIIURI4URISUR]GURIT URISURISURZOURD 1 UR2Z URZ 3 UR2E URDS URDE URITURZE

reached at Similarity
zashaikh[at]iba[dot]edu[dot]pk Fig. 6: SkillsRec (semantic) gains over conventional IR and KM techniques

Similarity Score




SMART Tips

Finding Fluency in Academic and Repot

Writing

By Dr Mike Lambert

Fluency in writing is the ease with
which words, phrases, sentences
and paragraphs are progressively
connected in a piece of writing
text may have plenty of content, but
if its style is disjointed, then its
ideas become difficult for readers to
follow. When it is fluently written,
howeverreadersappreciation is
enhanced and newlear
understanding is securely gained.

Whether composing a course
assignment, research report or
degree dissertation, or indeed if you
are advising others who are
undertaking such tasks, finding this
fluency is therefore an important
task. Here are some ways in which
this aspect of academic and report
writing can be strengthened or

achieved.

1. Establish the exact focus of

your text

Make sure that you are clear about
the purpose of the section of text you
are writing. For instance, if you are
reporting on data in a research report
decide if the text is about:

® presentation of data, with a
focus on what data was
collected, including specific
examples

® analysis, interpretation or
discussion of data which you
previously presented, with
references and reminders back to
the earlier section

® acombination of the two,
helping readers to be clear both
about what the data says and

about your subsequent analysis 5.

of it.

Be confident, but careful

Imagine that your readers are
intelligent but non-expert, and are
reading your text for the first time.
Your writing should first identifythen
build and develop particular
arguments or ideas, so the
understanding of such readers is
increased.

They must never be confused or lost
in this process. While they may feel
they have questions and even doubts
about what you write, they must

understand enough to give you the
benefit of that doubt and be prepared
to stay with you as your ideas grow
in interest, depth and complexit{Be
confident, but careful’ sums up this
approach.

Sructur e each paragraph

Structure every paragraph so that
each one leads your readers a little
further along your lines of argument.
At the end of each paragraph, readers
should be taken to a new position of
awareness and comprehension from
where they were at its beginning.

"4. Connect sentences and

paragraphs

Use words and phrases which link a
sentence to the previous sentence, or
a paragraph to the previous
paragraph. In English these include:
‘also’, in addition’ ‘therefore’,
‘subsequently’, ‘on the other hand’ -
other languages have similar
alternatives. By using such words
you are metaphorically taking your
readers by the hand and leading them
on a journey through your arguments
towards new understandings.

Remind the reader of what
has been presented already

Refer back to earlier paragraphs (“as
indicated earlier”) or to specific earlier
sections (“as outlined in Chapter 2").
This will help to bind together your
text as a whole, creating a developing
narrative, rather than a presentation
of isolated ideas. It is also possible to
refer to writing later on in your text,
forexample: “..., an issue to be
discussed in detail in the next
section”.

Explain and give examples

Always define or explain important
ideas and provide examplegour




non-expert readers must always be (the thesaurus on a computer can be

clear about what you are describing useful for this), or redesign the text so
and understand enough to move on that repetition is not needed. _
with you. Achieving this variability in 4 S mmemeolth Educational Medio Centre for Asia
vocabulary can quite dramatically _ _
. . is normally published quarterly by
7. Build on what you have told improve the fluency of a text. Commonwealth Educational Media Centre
the reader already for Asia (CEMCA).
10.Find ‘cadence’ :
Recognize too, in the words that you S Ly & IEEEE ERUE G i
use, when readers have just had an In relation to spoken language, STl UG (Hl5)
. . , R Vancouver Canada, is an international
explanation and therefore understand ~ ‘cadence’ means variation in pitch. agency
something newFor instance, if you The notion can be applied to writing -
have just explained a concept, as well. If you read your text aloud, CIERICAS MBS 3 [ Feimets i
. b . h h ‘“thi does its intonation help to express its meaningful, relevant and appropriate use of
Fontmue y using t. € p rase ‘this . P . P ICTs to serve the educational and training
idea’. If you have highlighted meaning? If not, try changing word needs of Commonwealth member states of
opposing perspectives, continue order or punctuation to improve it. Asia. For more information
using the phrase ‘these differences in ~ Look for cadence in individual visit us at
thinking’ or ‘contradictions such as ;entences (particularly long ones) and 718, Sarv Priyavihar
these’. in paragraphs as a whole. New Delhi - 110 016, India
Finally, here is a wider suggestion please call us at:
8. Use short and long sentences related to the overall process of 009111 2653 7146
Use short sentences to make a composition.Write early in your work gggi ]111 22665513 67618418
succinct point. Use carefully (even if it is difficult), then write again,
punctuated longer sentences to and again. Practice will make the Our Fax No. is
; i d ill find 0091 112653 7147
explore or extend an idea. process easier ana you will fina your . :
.. or visit our website:
te>l<ts grz.idually gammg fluencysome hitp:/www.cemca.org.in
9. Vary vocabulary writers like to leave a time gap e-mail: admin[atjcemca[dot]org[dot]in

between working on a draft, so that

i i . . . Editor-in-Chief
Avoid using the same term more than  each time - like their readers - they can

Ramesh C. Sharm&hD

once in close proximityEither choose approach it with a fresh and open
a different word of similar meaning mind. Editors
Ankuran Dutta,PhD
Dr Mike Lambert,formerly principal lectuer at the University of @lvethampton, Manas Ranjan PanigrahPhD
England, is author of ‘Beginnets Guide to Doing &ur Education Reseeln Poject’,
published by SAGE. He can teached at m.lambs@wlvac.uk. e
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Forthcoming Events

2nd International Conference of
theAfrican Virtual University

Date: July 2 & 3, 2015

Venue:Crowne Plaza, Nairobi, Kenya
Theme:Linking Open Education &
elLearning Research to Practice

For more details, visit

http://www.avu.og/2nd-International-
Conference-of-theMJ/2015-2nd-

international-conference-of-the-african-

virtual-universityhtml

Emerging Technologies and
Authentic Learning in Higher
Vocational Education

Emerging Technologies and Authentic Learning
in Higher Vocational Education

Date: August 31-September 2, 2015
Venue:CapeTown, SouttAfrica

Hosted by:UCT ETILAB in Cap€eTown,
SouthAfrica

For more details, visit
http://etinedconf2015.com/
V&A Waterfront

Victoria & Alfred Waterfront, Breakwater
Blvd, V & AWaterfront, Cap&own, 8002

http://etinedconf2015.com/?page_id=23

X International Guide
Conference

Optimizing Higher Education for the
Professional Student:

A balance of flexibilityquality and
cultural sensitivity

Date: September 16-18, 2015
Venue:ViennaAustria,
For more details, visit

http://www.guideassociation.gf
10internationalconference_ 2015/
index.php/en/the-conference/themes

26" ICDE World Conference

Growing Capacities for Sustainable
Distance e-learning Provision

Date: October 14-16, 2015
Venue:Suncity SouthAfrica

For more details, visit
http://wwwunisa.ac.za/ICDE2015/

ACE 2015: SeventtAsian
Conference on Education

&« ace2015

Date: October 21-25, 2015
Venue:TheArt Centre of Kobe, Kobe,
Japan

s

Theme:‘Education, Power and
Empowerment: Transcending
Boundaries’

Organiser: IAFOR (International
Academic Forum)

For more details, visit
http://iafororg/conferences/ace2015/

Email:ace@iafaorg
Registration: http://iafororg/ace2015-

registration

The Online, Open and Flexible
Higher Education Conference
2015

“EADTU _

NF

Date: Octobe29 - 30, 2015

Venue:The University of Hagen, Hagen,
North Rhine-Véstphalia, Germany

For more details, visit
http://conference.eadtu.eu/venue

MEDIASIA 2015:TheAsian
Conference on Media and Mass
Communication

1afor

ASIA’'S THINK TANK

Date: November 12-15, 2015
Venue:TheArt Centre of Kobe, Kobe,
Japan

Themes:'Power’ and ‘Human Rights,
Justice, Media and Culture’, explore these
themes in an international, intercultural
and interdisciplinary setting

Organiser: IAFOR (International
Academic Forum)

For more details, visit
http://iafororg/
Contactmediasia@iafoorgy



