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Youth Unemployment 



Tertiary Education 

United States 94% 

United Kingdom 62% 

Australia 86% 

Malaysia 37% Seychelles 1% 

Rwanda 7% 

South Africa 20% 

Mozambique 5% 

India 25% 
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Three S’s 

Skills 

Scale 

Speed 



What is a MOOC4D? 
• MOOC for Development 

– Focus is on 
• topics related to Sustainable Development 
• targeted capacity building 
• users with limited online experience/access 

– Ensure higher intensity of mentoring/tutoring 
– Extend offline support as required 



Two Groups of MOOCs4Dev 
• Open to anyone, anywhere, in English 
 
• No costs charged to learners 
 
COL with African Virtual University (AVU) 
 
COL with Indian Institute of Technology, 
Kanpur (IITK) 
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MOOC WITH AVU:  
USING ICTS TO ENRICH TEACHING & LEARNING  

 

 Run in collaboration with 
AVU   

  

 Using EdX platform 

 

 A total of 1,692 registered for 
this course 

 

 Evaluation of the course is 
ongoing 

Major countries: 
Kenya, South Africa, India, 
United States, Nigeria, Uganda, 
Trinidad & Tobago, Jamaica, 
Pakistan, Tanzania 

https://moocs.avu.org/users/sign_in  

https://moocs.avu.org/users/sign_in
https://moocs.avu.org/users/sign_in


MOOC on Mobiles for Dev 
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MOOC on MOOC 

19CCEM panel on MOOC 9 



Offline Support 
Participants in low connectivity 
environments 
 

Sierra Leone, Zambia and Nepal 
 
Asked for video clips on DVDs 
despatched to groups 



Low Bandwidth? 
Learner can receive audio track via phone, 
anywhere in the world 
 
 



Online socialising is key to success 
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Good Analytics a Must 



MOOCs for Agriculture 

• Online learning 
– Food and Ag sector underserved 

• A consortium conceptualised by COL, 
supported by NPTEL-India 
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Ag MOOCs 
 

• Focus on students and faculty in Ag universities 
 

• First course offered, March-May 2015 
 

• Most students had limited Bandwidth  and access to 
Internet 

 

• Not quite conversant with online practices compared to 
general university students 



Food Production by Smallholder 
Farmers is Critically Important 



MOOC for ‘Mali’s (2014) 
• Smallholder farmers, semi-skilled 
• Lacking access to quality, relevant tech info 
• Unfamiliar with online methods 
• Only basic cell phones, even texting is a 

challenge  
– because local scripts don’t display consistently 

• Voice/Audio via basic cellphones as the medium 
 



Learner at the Center 

• Signs up (1055 people did) 
• Receives a call 

• Can miss it and call later 

• Audio clips  
• 20-35 seconds each 

• 9 minutes per crop 
• 22 crops 

• Quizzes, responses via number pad on phone 
• 296 eligible for certificates 

 
 
 
 



A Smallholder Farmer 



Students from Ag Colleges too 



Evaluation:  
Learners Liked… 
• Course content, and especially its 

practicality 
• Course format and especially its use of 

videos with scripts, slides, case studies and 
online quizzes 

• Relevance of the topics and case studies 
to the developing world 

• Professional knowledge of the 
instructors, their preparation, and the 
quality of   explanations of the course 
topics 

• Convenience of the online course format 
and the flexibility of the design to 
accommodate students’ working lives 

 



Another Evaluation 
“The eclectic nature of the content was of value to participants from 
particular sectors due to the complementarity – there was something to 
be learned by all participants.  

The varied places/countries of origin of instructors and participants 
were of value to participants…to have better contextualization of 
content. 

The instructional design …. benefited from multiple pathways to 
communicate among instructors and participants and from timely 
responses from instructors.”  

- Kirk Perris, University of Toronto, Apr 2015 



Open MOOC Award for 
Open Education Excellence 
• For recognition of ‘Mobiles for 

Development’ 



Developer Perspectives 
• Any MOOC will be compared with  

Coursera or FutureLearn 
– debut channel is compared with best in industry 
 

• Mentoring and networking important 
 

 

 
 



Learner Perspectives 
• Media dimension is overwhelmingly 

important 
– Transition from  chalk and talk 

• Activity is most important 
– Assignments are a must; should be engaging 

• Team effort 
– Multiple and complimentary skills 

 



ODL Advantages 
• Strength in media 
• Mentoring and counselling in distance 

mode 
• Self-directed learning materials and 

pedagogy 
• Assessments and assignments built in  

 
 



MOOCs4D & ODL 
• Integrating QA with MOOC 
• Strong mentoring 
• Nano and micro qualifications 

– Skills development and knowledge enrichment 
 



Policy Brief 



Implications for  
Policy Makers 

Access 
MOOCs can provide access to quality learning opportunities at low costs. Governments and 
institutions may consider investing in MOOCs to democratise education for all. 

Capacity Building 
Harness MOOCs to provide new ways to offer opportunities at scale for capacity building, 
education and skills development. 

Innovation 
Foster innovative uses of available and appropriate technologies, such as mobile devices, to 
deliver MOOCs. 

Pedagogy 
The richness of MOOCs derives from their being essentially an Internet-based technology. To 
improve learning outcomes, governments and institutions should promote the use of the 
alternative pedagogical approaches enabled by MOOC technology. 

Quality 
Integrate MOOCs within national quality assurance frameworks to enable the recognition and 
accreditation of qualifications. 

 

 



Thank you! 
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