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Key questions (Thijs & 
van den Akker, 2009)
1. Why are they learning?

2. Towards which goals are they learning?

3. What are they learning?

4. How is the teacher facilitating their learning?

5. With what are they learning?

6. With whom are they learning?

7. Where are they learning?

8. When are they learning?

9. How is their learning assessed?



Lessons of 
experience 

(COL, 2020 in 
press)

1 Why? Purpose

2 Goals? Outcomes

3 What? Cross-cutting and core

4 How? Scaffolding and support

5 With what? OER/OA/Devices/Internet

6 With whom? Virtual CoL/CoI

7 Where? At home/anywhere

8 When? Any time

9 How 
assessed?

Assessment of/for/as learning
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Q1: Why?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

http://www.flickr.com/photos/dearbarbz365/3344894415/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/




VIS431, Unit 1: Understanding the visually 
impaired learner

• 1.1 How has our 
understanding of visual 
impairment evolved over time?

• 1.2 What are the forms, 
conditions and causes of visual 
impairment?

• 1.3 What are the implications 
of visual impairment in 
learners?

• 1.4 What are the needs of 
the visually impaired learner?



Q2: Goals?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://leadershipfreak.blog/2019/05/06/why-goals-are-dangerous-and-how-to-make-them-work/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Goals?

Target audience

• This course will be useful to teachers in secondary 
and primary schools as well as to officials connected 
with administration of school education and teacher 
training. The focus is on developing countries in the 
Pacific region.

Outcomes of this Course

By the end of this short course, you should be better 
able to:

• Use prescribed learning resources effectively for 
online engagements;

• Supplement prescribed learning resources with 
Open Educational Resources (OER);

• Provide learner and learning support using online 
applications; and

• Manage assessment and feedback online.

Certificates

• A Certificate of Completion will be awarded to those 
who complete all the tasks in the course.



Q3: What?
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Commonwealth of Learning

Using Open Educational 
Resources for Online 

Learning: An Introduction
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ADVIS 431, Unit 2: Introducing universal 
design for learning
• 2.1 What is universal design for 

learning?

• 2.2 Why and how can we 
accommodate the visually impaired 
in mainstream classrooms?

• 2.3 How might universal design 
for learning be implemented in 
South Africa?

• 2.4 How does universal design for 
learning relate to South African 
curriculum policy?

CAST. (2011). Universal Design for Learning Guidelines, 

version 2.0. Wakefield, MA. Author.

CAST. (2017). About Universal Design for Learning. Access 
from http://www.cast.org/our-work/about-
udl.html#.WfMb6miCyM9 on 27 October, 2017

http://www.cast.org/our-work/about-udl.html#.WfMb6miCyM9


Q4: How?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canoidea
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ADVis 431, Unit 3: Analysing needs and 
contexts
• 3.1 Conducting a general needs 

analysis
• 3.2 Guidelines and instruments 

for assessing individual learners
• 3.3 What criteria inform decision-

making?
• 3.4 How can we address the 

needs we have identified?
• 3.5 Locating specific education 

decisions within a wider theoretical 
context

• Example Assignment 1



ADVis 431, Unit 4:
Designing 

learning interventions

• 4.1 What is the nature of the 
subject that you teach?

• 4.2 How can knowledge and skills 
be developed in this subject?

• 4.3 What teaching and learning 
approaches can be used in 
teaching this subject?





Q5: With 
what?
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AdVis 431, Unit 5:
Developing 
resources

• 5.1 Distinguishing between media, 
technology and resources

• 5.2 Resources for the classroom

• 5.3 Open Educational Resources

• 5.4 Assistive technology



Unit 1: Use prescribed learning resources

This unit comprises two parts:

• Develop a study schedule

• Develop before/during/after 
activities to promote 
engagement with content



Unit 2: Use OER

• This Unit comprises two parts:

• Identify curriculum challenges

• Find and adapt OER to 
supplement the prescribed 
learning resources to address 
curriculum challenges e.g. 
alternative texts and examples, 
graphics, animations of 
processes, videos of practicals 
and experiments, etc.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://guides.lib.ku.edu/oer
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/






Q6: With 
whom?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC
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Pacific OER4OL MOOC



Q7: Where?
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AdVis 431, Unit 6: 
Implementing interventions

• 6.1 How can we plan lessons?

• 6.2 How can we implement 
lessons?

• 6.3 How can we review and 
improve lessons?



Pacific MOOC
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Q8: When?
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Pacific MOOC: semi-synchronous and 
flexible
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Q9: How 
assessed?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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AdVis 431, Unit 7:
Evaluating and 

improving

• 7.1 What is assessment?

• 7.2 How should we assess?

• 7.3 From assessment to evaluation

• Example assignment 2



Advis 431, Unit 8: 
Consolidating and 

researching

• 8.1 Unpacking the role

• 8.2 Researching context and 
practice

• Example assignment 3



Pacific MOOC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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In conclusion 
…



Thijs, A., & van den Akker, J. (2009). Curriculum in development. 

Enschede, the Netherlands: Netherlands Institute for 

Curriculum Development (SLO).



Useful resources

https://www.col.org/resources/keeping-
doors-learning-open-covid-19/

https://www.gillysalmon.com/carpe-
diem.html

https://open.saide.ngo/designguide.php#

http://oasis.col.org/

https://www.colvee.org/

https://www.col.org/resources/keeping-doors-learning-open-covid-19/
https://www.gillysalmon.com/carpe-diem.html
https://open.saide.ngo/designguide.php
http://oasis.col.org/
https://www.colvee.org/


Additional resources

http://oasis.col.org/bitstream/handle/11599/2827/2017_Kanwar-
Cheng_Making-ODL-Inclusive_Slides.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

https://www.easy-lms.com/knowledge-center/lms-knowledge-
center/mobile-learning/item10388

http://dlkkhsou.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/123456789/306/1/p10.pdf

https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1042579

http://oasis.col.org/bitstream/handle/11599/2827/2017_Kanwar-Cheng_Making-ODL-Inclusive_Slides.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.easy-lms.com/knowledge-center/lms-knowledge-center/mobile-learning/item10388
http://dlkkhsou.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/123456789/306/1/p10.pdf
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1042579


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Citation:

Mays, T. J. (2020). Designing a response to COVID-19 campus closures: praxis. Vancouver: 
Commonwealth of Learning.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Thank you!


