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Gender Profile: Rwanda   

General  
Total male population under age 15 (2014) (CIA, 2015): 2,617,472  
Total female population under age 15 (2014) (CIA, 2015): 2,575,429  

Total male population over age 15 (2014) (CIA, 2015): 3,531,913  
Total female population over age 15 (2014) (CIA, 2015): 3,612,324 

Health  
Maternal mortality rate per 100,000 live births (2010) (CIA, 2015): 340  
Infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births (2014) (CIA, 2015): 59.59  

Under-five mortality rate for males per 1,000 live births (2012) (United Nations Gender Statistics, 2015): 
59  
Under-five mortality rate for females per 1,000 live births (2012) (United Nations Gender Statistics, 
2015): 50.8  

Births attended by a skilled health professional (2010) (WHO, 2014b): 69%  

Prevalence of HIV among males aged 15–49 (Ministry of Health & Rwanda Biomedical Centre, 2014): 
2.2%  
Prevalence of HIV among females aged 15–49 (Ministry of Health & Rwanda Biomedical Centre, 2014): 
3.7%  

Life expectancy for men (2012) (WHO, 2014a): 63  
Life expectancy for women (2012) (WHO, 2014a): 66 

Education  
Male youth literacy rate, ages 15–24 (2010) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 76.66%  
Female youth literacy rate, ages 15–24 (2010) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 77.97%  

Male adult literacy rate, ages 15+ (2010) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 71.13%  
Female adult literacy rate, ages 15+ (2010) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 61.55%  

Male adjusted net enrolment rate in primary education (2010) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 
87.21%  
Female adjusted net enrolment rate in primary education (2010) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 
89.93%  
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Male gross enrolment ratio in secondary education (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 
30.81%  
Female gross enrolment ratio in secondary education (2010) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 
32.83%  

Male gross enrolment ratio in tertiary education (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 8.26% 
Female gross enrolment ratio in tertiary education (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 6.25%  

Graduates from tertiary education who are female (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 42.7%  

Students enrolled in engineering, construction and manufacturing tertiary education programs who are 
female (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 19.6%  

Teachers in primary education who are female (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 52.8%  

Teachers in secondary education who are female (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 27.4%  

Teachers in tertiary education who are female (2010) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 16.2% 

Economic Activity  
Males over 15 who are active in the labour force (United Nations Statistical Commission, 2010): 80% 
Females over 15 who are active in the labour force (United Nations Statistical Commission, 2010): 88% 

Men who have an account in a formal financial institution: NA  
Women who have an account in a formal financial institution: NA 

Decision-Making  
Proportion of seats held by women in national parliament (World Bank, 2014): 64% 

Human Rights  
Girls married before 15 (2013) (Girls Not Brides, 2015): 1%  

Females married between 15 and 19: NA  

Women subjected to physical/sexual violence by an intimate partner during their lifetime (UN Women, 
2012): 56.4%  

Women subjected to physical/sexual violence by an intimate partner or a nonpartner during their lifetime 
(UN Women, 2012): 47.4% 

* * * 
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Gender Gaps  

Health  
• As of 2014, 51% of female sex workers in Rwanda had HIV (Ministry of Health & Rwanda Biomedical 
Centre, 2014, p. 7).  

• As of 2010, 45% of married women were using modern contraception methods (WHO Rwanda, 2013, 
p. 16). 

Education   
• Rwanda has made significant strides since 2008 in increasing girls’ enrolment rates in primary, lower 
secondary, and upper secondary schooling. However, at 33.4%, women still lag behind men in tertiary 
education enrolment at public institutions. Interestingly, they exceed men in enrolment at private tertiary 
institutions, at 54.7% (Republic of Rwanda, 2014, p. 22).  

Economic  
• According to the Government of Rwanda (2014), 40% of firms in the formal sector are owned by 
women (p. 19).  

• The same report indicates that “26% of land is owned by women while at the same time 54% is co-
owned by spouses” (p. 19).  

• In 2010/11, 47% of female-headed households fell below the national poverty line; this compared with 
44.9% for all households in the country (p. 18). 

Decision-Making  
•  The civil war (1990–1994) has created a gender imbalance in Rwanda, with women outnumbering 
men; two years after the 1994 genocide, Rwanda’s population was 70% female. Although the country 
ranks first globally for representation of women in national parliament, there is concern that once the 
imbalanced gender ratio in Rwanda is stabilised, women will lose some of the rights they have gained.  

• The UNDP in Rwanda (2014) notes that although “Rwanda was the first country in the world to have 
more than 50 per cent female members of parliament . . . women are generally underrepresented in 
political institutions,” according to the country’s Gender Monitoring Office. 

Human Rights 
• The National Institute of Statistics Rwanda reported in 2012 that 55.6% of women had experienced 
physical violence and 17.5% sexual violence in the previous 12 months from their current or most recent 
husband/partner (Mannell & Jackson, 2014, p. 2).  

• The National Institute of Statistics and Ministry of Health noted in 2010 that “[t]he likelihood of 
experiencing sexual violence decreases only marginally with women’s educational attainment—from 24 
percent among women with no education to 20 percent among women with secondary and higher 
education. Sexual violence is also higher in prevalence among women in the lowest wealth quintile than 
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among those in the other wealth quintiles, but the differentials are small” (Republic of Rwanda, 2010, p. 
243). 

* * * 
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