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To help Commonwealth governments and 

institutions use technologies to improve and 

expand learning for sustainable development
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Nadi Declaration

Education Can Deliver

Photo by Arieta Vakasukawaqa. Source: https://fijisun.com.fj/2018/02/24/a-g-nadi-declaration-a-significant-document/
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‘Quality education for 
children regardless of 

circumstances’



• 15 schools covering 
all regions

• High quality content 
developed in Portuguese

• Centre managers and 
teachers trained 

Open 
Schooling, 
Mozambique



Social Return on Investment of an Open School showed 

that every US$ invested resulted in US$8 worth of 

benefits to students.



An off-grid, off-line virtual classroom that allows learners 

in regions with no connectivity to benefit from digital 

resources and learning networks

Aptus deployment after natural disasters



‘High quality teaching
…a priority’



2,426
Teachers

•76 countries

•42 Commonwealth 
countries

•52% female 
teachers



School-based Teacher Development



Supporting teachers to integrate 

technology in the classroom

Ms Nomalungisa Maxengana, 

Elukhanyisweni High School, South Africa



‘Enable success, 
future education and 

employment’



Graduation

• First cohort graduate 
after following a full-
time Diploma in 
Sustainable Agriculture 
for Small States, Samoa 
and are in full time 
employment 

Virtual University for Small States 

of the Commonwealth (VUSSC)



Commonwealth Executive MBA/MPA - 11 Countries

“As a Deputy Rector, I deal 
mostly with people 
whether it be students, 
parents, staff….Leadership 
and management skills, 
which I acquired during my 
CEMBA/CEMPA course, are 
proving very helpful.”

--Annelise, former 
mathematics educator



Advanced ICT Skills Training 
Uganda

• Web-designing, graphics, 
animation, software 
development

• Six months part-time 
training

• 74 participants received a 
job or started their own 
enterprise 

• For every 1 dollar invested 
there was a social return of 
3.48 dollars



‘Tackle gender 
disparities in education, 

whether that be 
boys or girls’



Empowering Women and Girls

Photo credit: Joshua Estey, DFAT Gallery

http://gallery.dfat.gov.au/AmbassadorforWomenandGirls/Highlights/


Skilling and Schooling 80,000 girls





‘Climate change 
awareness…increased 

awareness of green and 
blue technologies’



Environmental Conservation: Green Teacher

More than 20,000 

enrolled



Blue Economy
Research Institute

Understanding the Blue Economy: Massive 

Open Online Course (MOOC)



Building Resilience: Public Awareness Campaigns 

in Dominica



‘Strengthening 
educational 

partnerships’



Youth Development
• Provided Open Educational 

Resources for a Degree as well  
as a Diploma in Youth Work

• Provided the Learning 
Management System to view 
and share modules



• Involving multiple partners and stakeholders,
managed by ACU
•COL and ACU jointly provide Quality Assurance
expertise
•18 universities: Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and 
Uganda

PEBL Project



500+ 

Participants

60

Countries



Source: CARE; Retrieved from https://www.care.org/emergencies/cyclone-idai

Hurricane Dorian

The Bahamas

Classrooms affected: 

3,504
Students affected: 

335,132

Cyclone Idai

Mozambique

Devastated 

numerous schools 

on Grand Bahama 

and Abacos

Islands

Source: UNICEF, 2019. https://www.unicef.org/mozambique/en/cyclone-idai-and-kenneth

https://www.care.org/emergencies/cyclone-idai
https://www.unicef.org/mozambique/en/cyclone-idai-and-kenneth


Education and Climate Change

Direct

•Emissions from 
construction of 
schools/infrastructure

•Emissions from 
energy use in schools 

•Learner emissions

Indirect

•Emissions from 
‘development’ and 
economic growth 
associated with 
higher levels of 
education in a 
country



Higher Education

In China, approximately 

40% of the energy 

consumption in the public 
sector is from higher 

education.

Source: Li X, Tan H, Rackes A (2015) Carbon footprint analysis of student behavior for a sustainable university campus in China. JClean Prod 106: 97–108.Retrieved from 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652614013857

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652614013857


Correlation
between both 

completion and 

proficiency rates, 

and national CO2

emissions

Co2

Source: Komatsu, H and Rappleye, J. 2018. Will SDG4 achieve environmental sustainability? CASG Working Paper #4. https://education.asu.edu/sites/default/files/working_paper_4_final.pdf

https://education.asu.edu/sites/default/files/working_paper_4_final.pdf


Travel – greatest contributor Mode of delivery - determinant

Reducing Emissions 
through ODL

Source: Carr et.al. Delivery Mode and Learner Emissions: Comparative Study from Botswana. W. Leal Filho and S. L. Hemstock (eds.), Climate Change and the Role of Education, Springer Nature. In Production.



col.org

Thank You


