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The Commonwealth
54 developed and developing nations around the world 



To help Commonwealth governments and 
institutions use technologies to improve and 

expand access to education and training
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Context





Access to Secondary Education

Source: data.worldbank.org, retrieved on 25 February 2020
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Access to Tertiary Education

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.TER.ENRR


0

5

10

15

20

25

30

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Unemployment, youth total (% of total labor force ages 15-24)

Global Commonwealth

Source: data.worldbank.org, retrieved on 11 June 2020

Youth Unemployment

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.UEM.1524.ZS


• 2007
150.6 million tertiary 
students globally

• 2012
165 million

• 2025
263 million 

Demands on higher education
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Cost of Educational Materials
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Source: http://oasis.col.org/handle/11599/3479

http://oasis.col.org/handle/11599/3479


Access to Learning Materials

Source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/121935927@N06/40148782281

• Togo: 3 students per reading 
textbook; 8 students per 
maths textbook. 

• One textbook per student 
increased literacy scores by 
5–20% (Fehrler et al., 2009).

https://www.flickr.com/photos/121935927@N06/40148782281


Learning Inequality during COVID19

• Learning loss of about 
3%

• Learners from less 
educated homes 55% 
more prone to learning 
loss

Source: https://osf.io/preprints/socarxiv/ve4z7/

https://osf.io/preprints/socarxiv/ve4z7/


• 16% undergraduates did not 
have access to internet for half 
the time

• 60% of low-income students 
did not have a private place to 
study

Access at Stanford University

Source: https://www.tonybates.ca/2020/08/30/lessons-from-stanford-universitys-move-to-remote-learning/

https://www.tonybates.ca/2020/08/30/lessons-from-stanford-universitys-move-to-remote-learning/


COVID19 and Education

• Quality Content

• Capacity of teachers

• Connectivity, costs 
and electricity



COL’s multi-pronged Approach

Guidance & 
advice

Capacity 
building for 

Teachers

Responding 
to country-

specific 
needs

Promoting

collaboration



Understanding 
Open 

Education



Philosophy of Open-ness

•Open as to people, 

•Open as to places, 

•Open as to methods, and, finally, 

•Open as to ideas
Lord Crowther



‘Open-ness’ in Practice

•Open admission (no entry qualifications)

•Multiple open channels (radio, TV, etc.)

•Open curriculum

•Open access (Anytime, anywhere)

•Open participation

•Open accreditation

(Wedemeyer, 1973)



Open Education

•Open access to courses 
or programmes 

•OER

•Open textbooks

•Open research

•Open data
(Bates, 2015)

Source: http://www.tonybates.ca/2015/02/16/what-do-we-mean-by-open-in-education/



ODL: from Disruption to Mainstream

Mainstream F2F 
Higher Education

Open 
Universities and 

Dual-mode 
institutions

Top-tier F2F 
Higher Education 

institutions

Time

Low-end

High-end

Online and 
blended courses

MOOCs



Opening up 
Education



Major Milestones

1987: assisting 
the acquisition and 
delivery of 
teaching materials 
and more generally 
facilitating access 
to them

2000: 
STAMP 
2000+

2007: Cape Town 

Open Education 
Declaration 
(Signatory)

2011: 1st

Intergovernmental 
organization to 
adopt OER policy; 
Advocacy for 
fostering 
Government 
commitment to 
OER

2012: OER World 

Congress

2017: 2nd 

World OER 
Congress; 
Regional 
consultations

2020: 
OER4COVID

2020: 
OpenDoor: 
International 
Partnership



If the child cannot 
go to school, 
the school comes 
to the child



Increased Access and Equity

India: 2.7 million students 
in 5 years; 31 % female

Bangladesh: 165,000 in 3 years: 
40% female

Namibia: 80.806 in 3 years: 
65% female



Head start during pandemic





Keeping the doors 
of tertiary 
education open



33
(2020)



Support during the Pandemic

•Nigeria: dual mode

•Antigua and Barbuda, Kenya and 
Malaysia: Integrating technology

• Zambia: Integrating employability skills

•Rwanda: Online safety and privacy policy





Access to quality 
content: Open 
Educational 
Resources



Promoting OER-based 
Online Learning

• Support 
network for 
educators 

• Share online 
courses

• Provide open 
technology tools 

• Build capacity

https://oer4covid.oeru.org/

https://oer4covid.oeru.org/


Content aligned to curriculum

•Video-on-demand: 
Fiji, Nauru, Samoa

•STEM courses
VOD



T&T MOOC for Teachers

https://www.mooc4dev.org/Teaching4C2

https://www.mooc4dev.org/Teaching4C2


Open courses



From digital 
divide to 
dividend



Audio-based mobiMOOCs



APTUS



MooKIT

• online learning in low 
bandwidth situations

• basic mobile phone interface

• MooKIT App via App Store 
(iOS) or Play Store (Android)

• integrates Open Source video 
conferencing facility

• blockchain enabled certificates



Skilling & 
reskilling for the 
‘new normal’



Future of work

• 43% of business set to reduce 
workforce due to technology 
integration.

• 40% of workers will require 

reskilling of six months or less and 94% 
of business leaders report that 
they expect employees to pick up new 
skills on the job 

https://www.weforum.org/reports/the-future-of-jobs-report-2020



Skilling and re-skilling





Social Media for Livelihoods





Open 
Education for 
Sustainable 

Development



60+
• Intergovernmental organisations

•Universities and educational 
institutions 

•Associations and networks

https://opendoor.col.org/

https://opendoor.col.org/


Advocacy

• Equitable access 
(PwD)

• Open Educational 
Resources

• More research



Policy Development

• ICT in Education policy 
with OER 

• Open and Distance 
Learning

• Technology-Enabled 
Learning

Policy by Nick Youngson CC BY-SA 3.0 Alpha Stock Images

http://www.nyphotographic.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://alphastockimages.com/


Capacity building

Building capacities of 
policy-makers 

Developing capacity of 
teachers

Preparing learners for 
self-directed lifelong 
learning



Open Education for Sustainable 
Development?

Use of flexible learning (anytime, anywhere, any 
resource) facilitated by a range of affordable

and accessible technologies that empower
learners to access quality educational 

opportunities for economic growth, participate
in the process of effecting social change, and 

contribute to environmental conservation.



Thank you

www.col.org

The contents of this presentation, except logos/ graphics which are property of the respective owners, is 

made available under Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-SA 4.0). 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

