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Education as Liberation:

Some Thoughts on Technology,
Resilience and Change in Open
Education




%”9; The Commonwealth

N
I'he Commonwealth is i
made up of 56countries

around the world

' v Ll
" ot - - troee
. ’ : - wzourd
by ' ™ ‘ v
ke & tw Latbew et -
Fo e Thwymuid e "
. -
e Caonrro
v
w0 by e o
(T | o -
w Churiw of Hhw Conre w1 Tl Ol b
wadece U vifIt .
O ol e ) 1
2 o o v O
X £ A Cuw n
i oA s T var ] ’ 'y
gty 3rc v b n )

Lt —

n
o

Prof Paloma Mohamed Martin- Education as Liberation -
Keynote for Commonwealth of Learning PCL11 Botswana
Sept 2025



| Rl

University of Guyana K\ L,
at a Glance (1 963_ I UNIVERSITY OF GUYANA .

ERSET o v
i
! 2
:‘ 4
,.
el e i
4] < :
202 } B : NN :
O 5) | - . > R’/
- ¥ Nioe ad g s . Z
= 3 ;. _ '- Y -
; Ty 3, T — . 3 g
-~ ' =
3

\
T TN Gt H
T [

N, ey

Campuses

* Georgetown
* Berbice

* Linden

* Essequibo

 Bartica

Lethem
Aishalton

12000 Students, 75000 graduates, 1200 staff

Ranked 1 Guyana, 3rd Caribbean, 14t Latin
America



Education
Is seldom
desighed
to liberate
anyone.
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Education Can Liberate......

1. Economic Emancipation: Each additional year of schooling raises an individual's earnings by an average of 8-
10%, with significantly higher returns for women and marginalized groups

2. Liberation from Intellectual and Other Dependences: disrupts the "culture of silence" imposed by
dominant groups, liberating the mind from uncritical conformity and enabling challenge of systemic inequity.

3. Redeeming Identity: Culturally responsive and accurate curricula counter historical erasure and stereotypes,
validating the experiences and contributions of marginalized communities; fosters positive self-concept,
lc)cc)mmunal pride, and psychological liberation from internalized oppression, is linked to improved academic and
ife outcome.

4. Multi-Domain Agency: Educated citizens are better equipped to navigate bureaucratic systems, advocate for
their rights, hold leadership accountable, and shape policy, transforming them from subjects into agents.

5. Freedom from Misinformation and Poor Outcomes: Education, particularly for women, enables access to
health information, improves health literacy and legal information increases agency over personal and familial
health decisions, and leads to broader societal health gains.

...But Under What Conditions?
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TRUE

Technologies
are
Interest
Invested.

Prof Paloma Mohamed Martin- Education as Liberation -
Keynote for Commonwealth of Learning PCL11 Botswana
Sept 2025

FALSE



Technology ....

Technologies almost always intentional, functional, utilitarian, focused on harnessing human potential ,
extracting value o r labor from humans

Until Now:

Technologies seem to be focused on automating, digitizing and essentializing human life and labor , freeing the
human from many physical and cognitive endeavors once clearly defined and known

Potential for Tremendous Human Freedom
Expensive

Concentrated

Inaccessible
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Technology and Education

Technology in the interest of the owners and controllers of technologies.
Developed to serve a purpose.
Highly intentional usually,

There is a vast majority of humans for whom the question “What is your purpose “ is
unanswerable or unclear.

Technology which is likely to render less or no work for humans hence the importance
of the question education for what , for whom, by who?

|SOl|f|tI0nISt rather ecological perspective of the student as person not only as a
worker.

Must look at all aspects of the individual nested in communities. Gives direction and
thought to not only who we need to teach but what and by what means and WHY?

Who owns and controls the technologies that we are ready to adopt as panacea?

Where is our knowledge, our thought , perspective, values, language's, culture ,
science, technologies, voice, agency in the mix?
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Technology Tests Open Education:
Virtual: Al, SM++

 Arole for SM, TikTok, in education ?
* Re-structuring content, delivery and reach of Al+1 creation;

* Influencer as Teacher, Teacher as navigator and collaborator, peers and
Investors and collaborators;

* The ecology of the learner —the whole learner and the whole learning
experience, process ( birth to dirt)

* Device -led access - Hand held educators, brain chips, implants, glasses
, assistive devices,

* Presents challenges to Open Education Model itself - competition, on
demand, plug and play, skill as needed

* Leadership, authenticity and trust
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Twenty Things to Think About/ Work Towards/ Do Now.

1. Strive for True Inclusivity

2, Speak into the Silence? Where are the Youth?
Elderly?

3. Avoid the Poles

4. Turn Collaboration into Synergy (international

composite degrees)

5. Need to be nimble
6. Assume that we know nothing (teachable spirit)

7. Abolish Comfort Zones: What do we know
and why do we think we are knowledgeable about
the future?

8. Education for Life and Living (choice
enabled)

9. Education for the Future — The distant future

10. Design to the Ecology of Endeavour ( Self
0]

actualization, domain inclusivity éﬁgﬁ@éﬁ@?ﬁhame

11. Avoid New/Social Media Snobbery

12. Plan for Failure / Inaccessibility of Technology
Too

13.

14. Design also for Instant. On demand. Inoculation
education. SM, Tic Tok.

15. Redefine... role of the teacher

16,liberate Students/ liberate the innate

17. Redefine Role of Education - what should we be
educating for?/where/when/how

18. Polices for people, planet, peace

19. Beginning of Post education era?

20. Total Command of Technologies' / Not technology
averse
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Changing...

Blueprint 3-
Emerging

Adaptability

Mobility / transferability Micro/Modular

Designer Degrees (
hybridity, agency, multi-
interdisciplinary,
strange specializations)

Accessibility

Practical / Applied

Funding Enterprise

Affordability

Relevancy /
Employability ( present
and future what
opportunities can we
provide?)

What the country needs
—region needs? Why?

Earn as you learn

Flexibility (when, online,
F2F, synchronous,
asynchronous)

Value for Money (
Cost/Free?)

Strategic — Tactical -
Country, UG, Faculty-
Unit

If we listen we will hear ......If we w to hear we will

listen ......
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Budget 2022’s Main Strategic Focus:
(a) Building out Foundation for Delivering Quality Higher Education in Safety and Security
(b) Citizen Success Focus - Supporting Staff and Student Success (esp. Youth)
(c)Building out an enabling Teaching and Learning Environments on Three Campuses (UG Face
to Face, IDCE and Virtual Campus)
(d)Supporting National Resilience and Strategic Development Priorities — Expansion of Berbice

UG BLUEPRINT 2040 — ASPIRATIONAL Campus and offerings; Equipping for Energy, Food, Infrastructure, Human Resilience, Health and
GOALS SEENNy.
{e)) Efficient and effective management in a Covid to Post Covid Transition
* One graduate per household
* World leader in specific knowledge, SUMMARY OF KEY TARGETS IN THE SHORT TO MEDIUM TERM

Techniques and Technologies

* Center of Excellence for Research on
Guyana and the Regions Grand
challenges

* A University fully focused on Creating
Citizens Fit for Purpose and for the
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SN Stabroek News

* University of
Blueprint 2040

\

Seventy-two-year-old master's degree student is
UG's oldest 2023 graduate - Stabroek News




Aspirational Goal 1- The Logic of least one graduate per household by
2040

Benefits

. Increased Earnings

. Lower Unemployment Rates

. Greater Job Security

. Enhanced Critical Thinking
Improved Communication Skills
Increased Cultural Awareness
Stronger Problem-Solving Abilitie
Better Health Outcomes

9. Greater Civic Engagement
10.Enhanced Entrepreneurial Skills
11.Lifelong Learning

12.Improved Quality of Life
13.Improved Governance
14.Regional integration

15.Greater personal autonomy

16. Modeling — aspirational triggerin,

®NDOAN®N S

o .

University of Guyana Graduand, Rajni Persaud

1. Priorto 2019- <than 3% total student population were from
underserved regions ( without the hearts)

U it A el 2. Priorto 2019 <1 % from Indigenous Communities
“My Physical Condition Did Not Prevent Me From Going After My Dreams” - Rajni Persaud, UG Graduand 5 non-completion rate disproportionally higher — fewer graduates



Taxonomy of Challenges

Key University of Guyana Response

Ranking system

Policy for Underserved Communities

Mode of application

Variable options and acceptance of late
applications, coordination with local Goyv,
GoG

Differential quality of education — science subjects

Policy for Underserved Communities,
quota for applicants who meet criteria but
rank lower

Lack of knowledge of process

Marketing, mentors, fairs , outreaches

Cultural factors

In situ education, Maokutau

Navigation and living resources at Gtown campus

Online Education , Inclusion Unit

Composition of scholarship packages

Must include subsistence, and other costs

Financial barriers /Travel costs

Scholarships, waivers, payment plans,

routing and accessibility

Flexibility, better with massive
infrastructural works

Support and care systems

Student support fund, buddy system,
students welfare awareness, inclusion unit
and polices, intentional integration, work
on campus,

Return to communities

Support for this, close tracking

Few Role models

More exposure to successful persons fitting
their profile

Low Aspirations

Seeking, steering, staying with, working
with families and others

Not academically inclined/ lack of confidence/
Out of school

Links to other vocational programmes,
gaming technology (Alpha) short skills and
earner programes, micro and stackable.

Key Strategies Employed

in nlhhaca 1- onon,f)gzs

POST-SECONDARY
CHEMISTRY EDUCATION IN
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

ADVANCING DIVERSITY IN PEDAGOGY AND
PRACTICE

Reflections on the Development of
Science and Technology.in Guyana
and the'Caribbean




UG's University of the Forest C#.
of Guyana




“IS THE REAL
GOAL OF HIGHER
EDUCATION TO
PRODUCE
SUCCESSFUL
STUDENTS OR IS
IT RATHER TO
PRODUCE
SUCCESSFUL
CITIZENS?

AND IF SO WHAT
WILL IT TAKE TO
DO THIS?”




Twenty Things to Think About/ Work Towards/ Do Now.

1. Strive for True Inclusivity

2, Speak into the Silence? Where are the Youth?
Elderly?

3. Avoid the Poles

4. Turn Collaboration into Synergy

composite degrees)

(international

5. Need to be nimble
6. Assume that we know nothing (teachable spirit)

7. Abolish Comfort Zones: What do we know
and why do we think we are knowledgeable about
the future?

8. Education for
enabled)

Life and Living (choice

9. Education for the Future — The distant future

10. Design to the Ecology of Endeavour ( Self
actualization)

Sept 2025

11. Avoid New/Social Media Snobbery

12. Plan for Failure / Inaccessibility of Technology
Too

13.

14. Design also for Instant. On demand. Inoculation
education. SM, Tic Tok.

15. Redefine... role of the teacher. Leader

16,liberate Students/ liberate the innate

17. Redefine Role of Education - what should we be
educating for?/where/when/how

18. Intrepid Responsive open Leadership- Polices for
people, planet, peace

19. Beginning of Post education era?

20. Total Command of Technologies' / Not technology
averse
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UG Adds Cutting-edge Master in Artificial Intelligence and Master in
Information Systems to Suite of Graduate Programmes

Friday, September 6, 2024 - 15:53
UG Adds Cutting-edge Master in Artificial Intelligence and Master in Information Systems to Suite of Graduate

Programmes

In 'bold & dramatic' move, UG could allow students to
use artificial intelligence - News Room Guyana

License details
Creator: BlackJack3D
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For Staff and Students

Where: Education Lecture Theatre (ELT)

Tutceyen Campus, Uaiversity of Guyana

Date: Friday, 7 June, 2044,
s nigokawikacics: 9 V3. July 2024
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THANK YOU,
kindly.

Prof. Paloma Mohamed Martin
Vicechancellorxi@uog.edu.gy

L\ =4
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 Bluvid@gmail.com

* 592-623-9930

UNIVERSITY of GUYANA
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