
Fostering Governmental Support 
for OER Internationally

Regional Policy Forum for Latin 
AmericaAmerica

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
28 29 M h 2012

Setting the Scene – Outlining Expectations

28-29 March 2012

Setting the Scene – Outlining Expectations

Sir John Daniel & Ms Stamenka Uvalić-TrumbićSir John Daniel & Ms. Stamenka Uvalić Trumbić
Commonwealth of Learning 



Regional Policy Forum for Latin AmericaRegional Policy Forum for Latin America 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil  - March 28/29 2012 



Fostering Governmental g
Support for Open 

Educational Resources 
InternationallyInternationally



Thank you to our host country BrazilThank you to our host country - Brazil



Published byPublished by 
UNESCO’s Institute for Information Technologies in Education



Regional Policy Forum for Latin AmericaRegional Policy Forum for Latin America 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil  - March 28/29 2012 



Fostering Governmentalg
Support for Open 

Educational Resources 
InternationallyInternationally



Luis MiguelE d Luis Miguel
Romero

Ecuador



OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES (OER)

educationaleducational 
materials that maymaterials that may 
be freely accessedbe freely accessed, 

reused modified andreused, modified and 
sharedshared. 



2nd CREAD ANDES CONGRESS &
2nd VIRTUAL EDUCA SUMMIT ECUADOR2nd VIRTUAL EDUCA SUMMIT ECUADOR

Loja Ecuador 22 April 2008Loja, Ecuador - 22 April 2008 

“NEW CHALLENGES OF DISTANCE“NEW CHALLENGES OF DISTANCE 
EDUCATION IN IBERO-AMERICA AND 

QUALITY ASSURANCE”QUALITY ASSURANCE”



Launch ofLaunch of 

C ti CCreative Commons

Ecuador

Michael Carroll
Creative Commons

2008
Creative Commons



WCHE session on OERsWCHE session on OERs

Imperative to ensure thatImperative to ensure that 
all – developed and 
developing countries aredeveloping countries - are 
enabled to contribute to 
OERsOERs…



Professor 
Mandla Makhanya

Principal & VC







OER MalawiOER Malawi

 http://www.liphea.org/

 Not sure this is the correct one?



20072007
The Cape Town p

Open Education Declaration

2009
La Déclaration de Dakar sur

les ressources éducatives 
liblibres
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MITMITMITMIT
20012001
OCWOCW

InIn 20012001 MITMIT putput somesome 100100 ofof itsits coursescourses onlineonline
forfor freefree andand defineddefined themthem asas ““ publiclypubliclyforfor freefree andand defineddefined themthem asas .. .. .. publiclypublicly
availableavailable materialsmaterials thatthat areare eithereither aa partpart ofof oror aa
completecomplete coursecourse usuallyusually fromfrom aa higherhigher--educationeducationcompletecomplete coursecourse usuallyusually fromfrom aa higherhigher educationeducation
institutioninstitution suchsuch asas aa universityuniversity oror collegecollege..””



UNESCO HQ ParisUNESCO HQ Paris

2002 Forum on Impact of OCW



OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES (OER)

educationaleducational 
materials that maymaterials that may 
be freely accessedbe freely accessed, 

reused modified andreused, modified and 
sharedshared. 



2002 FORUM on the Impact 
of OCW for Higher Education 

in Developing Countries

Declaration:
in Developing Countries

Declaration:
Participants expressed: 
“th i ti f ti d th i i h t d l“their satisfaction and their wish to develop 

together a universal educational resource for 
the whole of humanity to be referred tothe whole of humanity, to be referred to 
henceforth as Open Educational Resources”



UNESCO-IIEP

Internet Discussion 
FForum:

Th OER itThe OER community 



WSIS Platform OER CommunityWSIS  Platform OER Community 
 Largest online social network bringing Largest online social network bringing 

together the wider OER community worldwide
 Launch 2010: To date 1600 Members and Launch 2010:  To date 1600 Members and 

growing
 Based on the World Summit on the Based on the World Summit on the 

Information Society (WSIS) Platform
 Built on a Free and Open Source Software p

(FOSS) ELGG system



BUTBUT…
Awareness of OER is 

still very limited among 
educational decision-

d li kand policy-makers



The World Conference on Higher Education
Paris July 2009: New Dynamics of HEParis - July 2009: New Dynamics of HE

Fernando Haddad,Fernando Haddad,
Minister of Education

Brazil



UNESCO General Conference

Paris - 2009



Taking OERS beyond the 
OER Community:OER Community: 

Policy & Capacity for 
Developing Countriesp g

Zeynep 
Varoglu

Trudi
van Wyk



Workshops

South Africa

Namibia

Malaysia

MaliMali

IndiaIndia

Tanzania

Mozambique
Plus three online forums



Neil Butcher

Stamenka
Uvalić- AshaUvalić
Trumbić Kanwar



T diZeynep 
Varoglu

Trudi
van Wyk



Fostering Governmental g
Support for Open 

Educational Resources 
InternationallyInternationally



Larry LessigLarry Lessig



“We have a long way to go g y g
before the politicians will 
li t t th id dlisten to these ideas and 
implement these reforms Butimplement these reforms. But 
that also means we have time 
to build awareness around the 
h th t d ”changes that we need.”

Free Culture Larry Lessig (2004) 



Survey of GovernmentsSurvey of Governments

“an inventory of currentan inventory of current 
practices and policies with 
respect to open access to 

educational material”educational material



10 Latin American Nations 
reported on their Status of 

OEROER 

A ti B ilArgentina Brazil

Chile ColombiaChile Colombia

El  
Salvador GuatemalaSalvador Guate a a

Mexico Paraguay

Peru Uruguay



Survey highlights – Latin America

Government strategies in place:

Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, El Salvador, Mexico, 
Peru, Uruguay

Government supported Portals promote OER:

Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, El Salvador, Mexico, 
Uruguay



PORTALS

• Argentina: Portal Educar;
• Brazil: Portal do Profesor
• Columbia: Educacion Portal “Colombia 
Aprende”;
• El Salvador: a webspace to share resources, 
courses, books; 
• Mexico: Habilidades Digitales Para Todos –
HDT website;
• Uruguay: Education Portal “URUGUAY 
EDUCA”



Survey highlights – Latin America

Wider range of policies covering ICTs &
O d Di t L iOpen and Distance Learning:

• Brazil: TV Escola, Bank for International 
Educational Objects; j ;
• Mexico: Encyclomedia, Telesecondaria
• Uruguay: Plan CEIBAL XO: one laptop• Uruguay: Plan CEIBAL, XO: one laptop 
per child

Paraguay: Free resources for the talented• Paraguay: Free resources for the talented



Survey highlights – Latin America

Some replies mention Open Licences 
(e.g. Creative Commons)
Brazil, Columbia, Mexico, Uruguay, , , g y



Survey highlights – Latin America

No policy but would like to have one: 
Chile GuatemalaChile, Guatemala

because:because:

• Need to promote understanding of importance• Need to promote understanding of importance 
of OER for whole education eco-system

• OER can shake the printed textbook and ICT 
industries which are adverse to innovation (Chile)industries which are adverse to innovation (Chile) 



Benefits and obstacles

 Benefits: flexible learning opportunities, 
lit d d t ffi i it fquality and and cost-efficiency, equity of 

access, sharing…!
Obstacles: copyright, sustainability, 

connectivity, linguistic and cultural diversity
BUT
 Same language and similar cultural Same language and similar cultural 

background can be perceived as an asset 
in Latin America (Chile)in Latin America (Chile) 



Survey highlights – Latin America

• Replies from the region note public 
funding of educational materialsfunding of educational materials

More OER in primary/secondary than in• More OER in primary/secondary than in 
higher education. 



Regional Policy ForumsRegional Policy Forums

• Caribbean – January
• Africa February• Africa – February
• Latin America – March



Regional Policy Forum for Latin 
AmericaAmerica

March 2012



ICT in Education Leadership 
Forum in the Caribbean

&&
Caribbean OER Policy Forumy

Barbados,
January 2012January 2012



Africa Policy Forum
Pretoria (February 2012)Pretoria (February 2012)



Regional Policy ForumsRegional Policy Forums

• Caribbean – January
• Africa February• Africa – February
• Latin America – March
• Europe – April
• Asia & Pacific – AprilAsia & Pacific April
• Arab States - May



World Congress on
Open Educational ResourcesOpen Educational Resources

Paris – June 20-22 – 2012

Drafting a Declaration for 
the Congress



DECLARATION v 3DECLARATION v.3

Inputs from the Rio 
ForumForum…

What is specific for 
this Region?



20072007
The Cape Town p

Open Education Declaration

2009
La Déclaration de Dakar sur

les ressources éducatives 
liblibres



World Conference on
Open Educational ResourcesOpen Educational Resources
Paris – June 20-22 – 2012



THE AIMTHE AIM

“to get greater buy-in from g g y
governments to the promotion of 

OER d f liOER and of open licences 
generally ”generally.



IMPACTIMPACT
We believe that this joint j

UNESCO – COL project will 
support you in getting the 

t f il bilitconcept of open availability 
of materials into theof materials into the 

mainstream of educationmainstream of education.



THANK YOUTHANK YOU
GRACIASGRACIAS
OBRIGADOOBRIGADO

For text and slides:
l / hwww.col.org/speeches


