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CHOGM 1987, Vancouver, Canada

The Commonwealth of Learning (COL) was 
established as an intergovernmental organisation by 
the Commonwealth Heads of Government



What is it for?

To help Commonwealth 
governments and institutions 
use technologies to improve and 
expand learning for 
development



Learning for Sustainable 
Development

Social 
Inclusion

Environmental 
Conservation

Economic
Growth



1. Economic Growth

Every $1 invested in 
learning resulted in $9 
worth of income and assets.



Livelihoods for indigenous communities



Agri-enterprises:Tanzania

4,500  women learnt 
farming through 
mobiles, radio and TV



Technical Training:Kenya

150% increase in 
income



2. Social Inclusion : schooling and 
skilling 45,000 girls in 5 countries

Photo credit: Abir Abdullah / Shidhulai Swanirvar Sangstha. Bangladesh



Social Return on Investment of an 
Open School in Belize showed that 
every US$ invested resulted in US$8 
worth of benefits to the students



Aptus
An off-grid, off-line virtual classroom that allows 
learners in regions with no connectivity to benefit 
from digital resources and learning networks



Pakistan mobile learning project

• Allama Iqbal Public School and College located at Kanju
village, Swat District, Pakistan

Qatar Foundation/ROTA



3. Environmental conservation

Graduates of the 
Diploma in 
Sustainable 
Agriculture, Samoa 
are all in full-time 
employment



MOOC on Climate Change, Pacific 
Islands



Green Teacher



Pan-Commonwealth Forum 8



• Promotes ‘learning for sustainable 
development’

• Supports innovations for 
affordable and accessible 
technologies

• Serves the last person in the queue

COL 



Thank You
www.col.org
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