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The Commonwealth
54 developed and developing nations around the world 



Helping Commonwealth governments and 
institutions use distance learning and technologies 

to expand access to education and training
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CONTEXT COL RESPONSEOPPORTUNITIES



Context



>1.2billion globally
574 million: Commonwealth(Update 15 May 2020)



Closure of TVET institutions

Source: UNESCO-ILO (2020). https://www.oitcinterfor.org/sites/default/files/unesco_ILO_survey.pdf

ÅOver 90% 
Institutions closed
ÅStudents in TVET 

come from lower 
social ςeconomic 
backgrounds 
(Kenya and Ghana)

Source: Hoftijzer, Margo; Levin, Victoria; Santos, IndhiraΤ ²ŜōŜǊΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΦ нлнлΦ ¢±9¢ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎΩ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ /h±L5-19 : Challenges and Opportunities. World Bank, Washington, DC. 
World Bank. https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/33759

https://www.oitcinterfor.org/sites/default/files/unesco_ILO_survey.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/33759


Source: Wikipedia, photo by Soumita Roy DuttaCC BY-SA

India: 453 million migrant workers

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_migrant_workers_during_the_COVID-19_pandemic#/media/File:Stranded_people_rushing_to_New_Delhi_rail_station_to_catch_their_train_during_fourth_phase_of_the_lockdown_IMG_20200523_125808.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Sumita_Roy_Dutta
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Unemployment, youth total (% of total labor force ages 15-24)

Global Commonwealth

Source: data.worldbank.org, retrieved on 11 June 2020

Youth unemployment

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.UEM.1524.ZS


Source: data.worldbank.org, retrieved on 17 January 2020

Internet users per 100 inhabitants in 2017

http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IT.CEL.SETS.P2?locations=ZG


Source: data.worldbank.org, retrieved on 17 January 2020

Mobile subscriptions per 100 inhabitants in 2017

http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IT.CEL.SETS.P2?locations=ZG


Challenges

Lack of 
acceptance of 

online mode of 
training

Lack of readiness 
and capacity to 

transition

Lack of training 
content as OER



COLResponse



COL’s experience

Partnerships Reaching the 
unreached

Training teachers Curated content



1. Partnerships

https://opendoor.col.org/

55+
ÅIntergovernmental 

organisations

ÅUniversities and 
educational 
institutions 

ÅAssociations and 
networks





Martine Benemariya, Rwanda

DƘŀƴŀ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ 
courses

BravinMugangasia, Kenya

Layla Nur Kaly, Bangladesh



/h[Ωǎ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ LabourNetin India



2. Reaching the unreached

https://mobi.mookit.co/



MobiMOOCs 

Rapid Development 
of Corporate Literacy



Aptus: Last mile access



Kenya Master Craftsperson 
training

ÅKTTC, NITA, KNFJKA, COL 
partnership

ÅTrain MCs in pedagogy

ÅAptus devices based in jua kal
sheds

ÅAudio/Video OER for Aptus



Barefoot 
Wireless 
Engineers 

Training for Girls



Skills 
development 
for vulnerable
communities



3. Teacher training

MOOCs for 
Teacher 
Professional 
Development



Zambia TVET teacher 
training

ÅMinistry of Higher Education 
request in response to COVID 19

ÅThree TVTC mentors, 28 online 
facilitators, 840 TVET teachers

ÅOn the job training

ÅCOL online OER available



Deploying DE pedagogy and assessment 
resources 



4. Open Educational Resources: curatedcontent

OAsis: 
http://oasis.col.org/

COLVEE: 
https://www.colvee.org/

DOER: 
http://doer.col.org/

3300+

100+

7000+OER for skills 
development

http://oasis.col.org/
https://www.colvee.org/
http://doer.col.org/


OER for Farmers



30 courses 
downloaded over 
115,000 times 



Opportunities



Connectivity Content Capacity



Connectivity INCREASING 
ACCESS TO 

BROADBAND

ACCESS TO 
DEVICES

ZERO RATING OF 
EDUCATIONAL 
PLATFORMS



Content

Multiple media

Simulations, 
Augmented and 
Virtual Reality

Artificial Intelligence



Capacity

Building capacities of 
policy-makers 

Developing capacity of 
teachers for blended 
learning

Preparing learners for self-
directed lifelong learning



Thank You
www.col.org
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