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Ministerial concerns 

Lack of capacity in ICT

Brain drain

Inadequate access to 
tertiary education



The Idea: A Virtual University for 

Small States

• Conference of Commonwealth Ministers of 
Education, Halifax, Canada 2000

• Endorsed by Ministers of Education in 2003, at 
15 CCEM, Edinburgh, Scotland

• COL assigned the responsibility



The Vision: VUSSC Must Be Unique

• Enable small states to be 
contributors as well as consumers

• Strengthen existing institutions

• A flexible model

• Enable delivery in different formats: 
print & ICT



The Concept

• A network rather than an 
institution

• Strengthen the capacity of 
national education 
institutions and individuals

• Use online technologies

• Create and share content



VUSSC: A Network



Management Committee

Asia and the Pacific
Christina Bakolo, Solomon Islands

The Caribbean
Karen Best, Barbados
Pauleen Finlay, Grenada

Africa and the Mediterranean 
Daniel Tau, Botswana 
Heroldt Murangi, Namibia

TQF Chairperson

Franz Gertze



What has VUSSC achieved?

1. Professionals trained in ICT skills

2. Courses offered

3. Open Educational Resources (OER) developed

VUSSC Website and online 
Learning Management System in 
place



Professionals trained in these institutions:



Courses offered:16 institutions in 12 countries

• National University of Samoa 

• University of Belize

• National University of Lesotho

• Seychelles Institute of Teacher Education

• Namibian College of Open Learning

• University of the West Indies (Open Campus)

• Botswana Open University

• Barbados Community College

• University of Seychelles

• Seychelles Tourism Academy

• Villa College Maldives

• Open University of Mauritius

• Mauritius Institute of Training

• University of Mauritius 

• Antigua State College 

• Solomon Islands National University 



Programmes offered by BOU

• Certificate in Small Business

• Bachelor in Business and Entrepreneurship

• Certificate in Disaster Management

• Bachelor in Business Administration Leadership and 
Change Management

• Bachelor of Education Special and Inclusive Education

• Postgraduate Diploma in Research and Evaluation

• Postgraduate Certificate in Quality Assurance in 
Education

• Master in Educational Leadership

More than 

1000
students 

enrolled 



OER:17 programmes, 80 courses

• Certificate in Sustainable Agriculture

• Bachelors in Business and Entrepreneurship

• Masters in Educational Leadership

• Certificate in Disaster Management

• Bachelors in Youth Work

• Developing and Teaching Online Courses

• Introduction to the Blue Economy

• Starting your Own Business

• Tour Guiding

• Life Skills

• Introduction to Sustainable Tourism



VUSSC Achievements

• Trained more than 

53,340
people

• Enrolled more 

than 4370
learners in VUSSC 
courses



Graduation

• Full-time Diploma in Sustainable Agriculture for 
Small States, Samoa

• 30 students graduated in November 2016 after 
completing the Bachelor in Business and 
Entrepreneurship

• 72 persons graduated from BOU with a certificate 
in Disaster Management (2016-2018)

• First cohort of 35 students  graduate after 
completing a Masters In Educational Leadership at 
BOU



Direct and indirect benefits per student in VUSSC  

7,000 USD more  
than the face-to-face-students per year while studying

69% less direct cost 

to the VUSSC students 
in tuition fees

9%

$

Study of BOU learners vs. campus-based learners in a similar programme at another institution

Reduced Costs/Increased Benefits

77%

Majority work



Development of a Transnational 

Qualifications Framework (TQF)

To serve 

learners in 

small states 

better



Qualifications Registered on TQF

• Diploma in Sustainable Agriculture for Small States

• Bachelor in Business Entrepreneurship (Honours)

• Bachelor in Business and Entrepreneurship

• Post graduate Certificate in Rapid E-Learning Methodologies

• Bachelor in Environmental Science

• Master in Educational Leadership

• Certificate in Tour Guiding



TQF space on new VUSSC website

One Stop Shop

• Programmes

• Institutions

• Resources

• Library

• Occupations

• TQF

• Articles



“Learners enrolled in the Certificate in Disaster 

Management have become very ‘handy’ as they can 

assist in times of disaster like floods and other 

disasters that happen in our country. It remains one 

of the popular programmes that institutions such as 

the Red Cross have shown great interest in. ”

Source: VUSSC  Mid-Term Evaluation Report March 2018



Contributing to Good Governance

Because of the support he got from 

VUSSC to complete the Legislative 

Drafting Programme, Edward was 

selected to work with the team 

responsible for modernising legislation 

in Fiji including the Customs Act of 

1986; the Value Added Tax Act of1991; 

and the Stamp Duties Act of 1920.

Edward Eterika

Legislative Drafter 

Fiji

“As a working person, wishing 

to further advance my 

education, being able to study 

online is a great boon to me”

Source: VUSSC Self-reported Student Data  2019



“Professionally, the programme is shaping the leaders 

we are and providing formal training for any leadership 

role we might assume in the near future. We are 

equipped with more insight into the future of education 

initiatives for Belize and this allows us, as education 

leaders, to effect the changes needed. We are aware of 

how much progress we need, in order to compete 

globally. ”

Jacklyn Burns, Councillor for the City of Belmopan with 

portfolios for Women and Children, Culture, and Education, 
Teacher  and former Deputy Mayor

Source: VUSSC Report May 2019

University of Belize, 

Masters in  Educational Leadership



COMSEC-COL-UWI: Fostering Collaboration

Sharing the 

–Diploma in Youth Work

–Degree in Youth Work



Midterm Evaluators’ Recommendations: R. Sauder

• Track Impact – assess learning outcomes, impact on livelihoods

• Enhance Learner Support – for improved completion rates

• Strengthen the sense of community – systematic approach to 
alumni

• Encourage institutions to use the TQF – increase number of 
courses/programmes on TQF



Key Questions

What more needs to be done?

How can we motivate institutions to 
offer VUSSC courses?

How can VUSSC support your priorities 
and empower learners? 



VUSSC – The Future

 Promote access to quality tertiary education

 Ensure opportunities for improved livelihoods

 Build institutional capacity to offer eLearning

 Register qualifications on the TQF

 Contribute to Commonwealth cooperation





THANK YOU


