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Commonwealth of Learning 

MISSION 

“to help governments and institutions 

expand the scope, scale and quality 

of learning by using new approaches 

and technologies” 



Focal Points Meeting 

Caribbean, 2011 



Focal Points Meeting 

Caribbean, 2011 



COL’s Caribbean Focal Points meeting - 2008 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Commonwealth of Learning 

SURVEY 

“ICT in Education in the 

Caribbean: A Review of 

Achievements and Challenges” 



Questions:  

policies for ICT in Education; 

  

ICT in the schools; 

  

ICT and Teacher development.  



Policies: status 

- All governments committed 

to ICT in Education policies 

 

- In draft form for a long time! 

 

 



Policies: why? 
  Participation in knowledge society 

 

  Increase competitiveness 

 

  ICT a core skill 

 

  Improve teaching and learning 

 

  Government and society more efficient  

 

 

 

 



Implementation: 
-  All countries have ICT in Education 

projects 

 

- Not all have implementation 

strategies 

 

- Little attention to: 

 Monitoring and Evaluation 

 Sustainability 
 

 

 

 

 



Are policy and 

implementation in sync? 
  “the unevenness of ICT access and 

use in Caribbean Schools is 

demonstrated by the continued 

application of technology access 

models that are outdated alongside 

attempts at distributing the latest 

available devices, software and 

access solutions”.  



Policy and Implementation 

3 ELEMENTS: 

 

 Appropriate equipment 

 

 Trained teachers 

 

 Learning materials  



Most common problem 

“attempts at 

distributing the 

latest available 

devices”.  



 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 
Launch at Davos 2005 

One Laptop Per Child 



ICT in Education in Guyana 

 

    

 

 

 

Case study 

 

“demonstrates that digital 

resources and technologies can 

be used effectively as a catalyst 

for educational change.” 



ICT in Education in Guyana 

 

    

 

 

 
The long-term outcome of this strategy is to 

ensure that all Ministry of Education officials, 

teacher development management and staff, 

school principals and teachers are competent 

to harness ICT effectively to support high 

quality teaching and learning in Guyanese 

schools…  



ICT in Education in Guyana 

 

    

 

 

 
UNESCO  

Competency Framework for Teachers 



ICT in Education in Guyana 

 

    

 

 

 
UNESCO  

Competency Framework for Teachers 

 

COL 

Commonwealth Certificate for  

Teacher ICT Integration 



 

    

 

 

 

UNESCO  

Competency Framework for Teachers 

 

COL 

Commonwealth Certificate for  

Teacher ICT Integration 

 

“Going beyond IT literacy” 

 

“deepening  teachers’ ICT skills” 



 

    

 

 

 

 

COL 

Commonwealth Certificate for  

Teacher ICT Integration 

 

“Going beyond IT literacy” 

 

“deepening  teachers’ ICT skills” 

 

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE 



Policy and Implementation 

3 ELEMENTS: 

 

 Appropriate equipment 

 

 Trained teachers 

 

 Learning materials  



 

 

 

 
 

     

 
 

 
 

Fostering Governmental 

Support for Open 

Educational Resources 

Internationally 



 

 

 

 
 

     

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES (OER) 

 

educational 

materials that may 

be freely accessed, 

reused, modified and 

shared.  



 

 

 

 
 

     

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES (OER) 

 

can make a very significant 

contribution to the integration of 

ICTs in Education in your 

countries because they 

represent free learning content 

of quality that you can adapt to 

your own curriculum needs.  



MIT 

2001 

OCW 

In 2001 MIT put some 100 of its courses online 

for free and defined them as “. . . publicly 

available materials that are either a part of or a 

complete course usually from a higher-education 

institution such as a university or college.” 



 

UNESCO HQ Paris 

2002 Forum on Impact of OCWR 



 

 
 

 

 

Declaration: 
Participants expressed:  

“their satisfaction and their wish to develop 

together a universal educational resource for 

the whole of humanity, to be referred to 

henceforth as Open Educational Resources” 

 

2002 FORUM on the Impact 

of OCW for Higher Education 

in Developing Countries 

 



Larry Lessig 



UNESCO-IIEP 

 

Internet Discussion  

Forum: 

 

The OER community  



WSIS  Platform OER Community  

 Largest online social network bringing 

together the wider OER community worldwide 

 Launch 2010:  To date 1600 Members and 

growing 

 Based on the World Summit on the 

Information Society (WSIS) Platform 

 Built on a Free and Open Source Software 

(FOSS) ELGG system 

 



 

 

 

 
 

     

BUT… 
 

Awareness of OER is 

still very limited among 

educational decision- 

and policy-makers 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The World Conference on Higher Education 

Paris - July 2009: New Dynamics of HE 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

UNESCO General Conference 

  

Paris - 2009 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Zeynep  

Varoglu 

Taking OERS beyond the 

OER Community:  

Policy & Capacity for 

Developing Countries 

 

Trudi 

van Wyk 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Workshops 

 
South Africa 

 

Namibia 

 

Mali 

 

India 

 

Tanzania 

 

Mozambique 

Plus three online forums 



Neil Butcher 

Stamenka 

Uvalić-

Trumbić 

Asha 

Kanwar 
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Fostering Governmental 

Support for Open 

Educational Resources 

Internationally 



 

 

 

 
 

     
    

Survey of Governments 

 
“an inventory of current 

practices and policies with 

respect to open access to 

educational material”  



 

 

 

 
 

     
    

Regional Policy Forums 
 

• Caribbean – January 

• Africa – February 

• Latin America – March 

• Europe – April 

• Asia & Pacific – April 

• Arab States - May 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

World Congress on 

 Open Educational Resources 

Paris – June 20-22 – 2012 

Drafting a Declaration for 

the Congress 



 

 

 

 
 

     
    

THE AIM 

 
“to get greater buy-in from 

governments to the promotion of 

OER and of open licences 

generally.”  







“A technology has given 

us a new freedom” 



 

 

 

 
 

     
    

IMPACT 
We believe that this joint 

UNESCO – COL project will 

support you in getting the 

concept of open availability 

of materials into the 

mainstream of education. 

 

 



THANK YOU 

For text and slides: 

www.col.org/speeches 


